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MCN PRINCIPAL CHIEF DAVID HILL AND SECOND CHIEF DEL BEAVER GAVE THEIR INAUGURAL ADDRESS AT THE RIVER SPIRIT CASINO RESORT

by Angel Ellis 
REPORTER

NEW LEADERSHIP DELIVERS INAUGURAL ADDRESS

Principal Chief David Hill and Second Chief Del Beaver were sworn into office in a public inaugural ceremony at Paradise Cove theater located 
in the River Spirit Casino Resort on Jan. 4.                        (Photo by MCN Public Relations)

TULSA, Oklahoma–Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation (MCN) Principal 
Chief David Hill and Second Chief 
Del Beaver were sworn into office 
in a public inaugural ceremony at 
Paradise Cove Theater located in 
the River Spirit Casino Resort on 
Jan. 4. The Cove was filled with 
citizens, dignitaries and support-
ers of the newly elected officials. 

Supreme Court Vice Chief Jus-
tice Mekko George Thompson 
swore in Second Chief Beaver. 

His public address was focused 
on the continuity of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation and being willing 
to embrace opportunities. 

“The opportunities to talk with 
one another, to interact with one 
another, to have fellowship with 
one another, the opportunities to 
meet our people....that is a bless-
ing to me,” Beaver said. “When 
you look at what our people have 

been through, it would be easy to 
make excuses...but we don’t make 
excuses around here.” 

“That is not who we are as 
Muscogee People.” 

Beaver said that each genera-
tion has a duty to the continuity of 
our tribe. 

“Let us never forget the trials 
and tribulations that our forefa-
thers endured,” Beaver said. “Most 
importantly, let us never forget the 
responsibility we have today for 
the future of the nation.” 

The swearing-in of Principal 
Chief David Hill followed Second 
Chief Beaver. Chief Hill was sworn 
in by Supreme Court Vice Chief 
Justice Mekko George Thompson. 

Chief Hills’ address empha-
sized his stance on tribal unity on 
gaming and tribal sovereignty. 

“While it is disheartening that 
the State of Oklahoma seeks to 
repeat history and break promises 
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Mary Crawford Muskogee District  A 
                                           (Photo Provided)

NEWLY ELECTED MCN COUNCIL 
TAKE OATH OF OFFICE JAN. 4
NEWLY ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE MCN NATIONAL COUNCIL 

TOOK THEIR OATHS AND ASSUMED THEIR OFFICIAL  DUTIES 

by Angel Ellis
REPORTER

OKMULGEE, Oklahoma–
Newly elected members of the 
National Council took their oaths 
of office on Jan. 4 and assumed 
their official responsibilities as 
Representatives of the People after 
a pro-longed campaign season.  In 
their first official duties of the New 
Year, all MCN National Council 
Reps nominated and voted for the 
leadership of the Council. 

The Mound building cham-
bers were full for the Inauguration.  
Muscogee (Creek) Nations elected 
legislative leaders were escorted by 
family and friends for the special 
session. 

Mary Crawford was sworn in 
as the Muskogee District (Seat A) 
Representative.  Crawford is the 
daughter of the late Mable and Bo 
Jones. Crawford has three children 
and eight grandchildren. 

She is a graduate of Muskogee 
High School and Bacone College. 
Crawford brings her experience 
in the healthcare industry, a small 
business owner and organizational 
leadership for the Muskogee Okla-
homa Native American Associa-
tion to the Council. 

Joseph Hicks was sworn in for 
Creek District (Seat A) Represen-
tative. He is the son of Louis and 
Gloria Hicks. Hicks and his wife 
Jamie have five children and one 
grandchild. 

Hicks graduated OSUIT with 
an Associates of Science and is cur-
rently training for HVAC at Cen-
tral Tech in Sapulpa.  He also brings 
his experience in military service to 
the Council.

William Lowe was sworn in 
as the Okmulgee District (Seat A) 
Representative. He is the son of the 
late Jonas “Rusty Lowe and May 
Marshall.  Lowe and his wife Elsa 
have three daughters. 

Lowe holds an Associate’s and 
Bachelor’s in Business Adminis-
tration from Bacone college, A 
Master’s in Business Administra-

BE THE NEXT AMBASSADOR FOR MUSCOGEE CREEK NATION
2020 MCN SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN
by Lani Hansen
REPORTER

OKMULGEE, Oklahoma– 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation young 
ladies from ages 14 to 24 get 
ready, because the 2020 MCN 
Scholarship Pageant applications 
open Jan. 15, 2020 and the dead-
line is April 20, 2020. 

“The divisions include for Jr. 
Miss it is 14 to 17 years of age 
and a high school student,” MCN 
Royalty Coordinator Shelby 
Botone said. “The requirements 
for Miss, is 17 to 24 but must be 
attending college or higher edu-
cation.” 

Botone has been serving as 
the Royalty Coordinator for 
a year, she also works for the 
Nation’s public relations depart-
ment. She has always admired 
the royalty coordinator position 
and also the pageant committee 
and wanted to be involved some-
how. When she was younger, she 
had friends enter the competi-
tion and had seen what goes into 

Mikayla Buckley was crowned Miss Muscogee (Creek) Nation 2019-2020, and Jadyn Randall was crowned Jr. Miss Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation 2019-2020.                                                              (MNN File Photo)

the pageant so that intrigued her 
to serve as the coordinator.

The Miss and Jr. Miss MCN 
Royalty serve as goodwill 
ambassadors for the Nation and 
its people. They are given the 
honor to promote our Nation 
throughout their year-long reign 
through cultural, social and 
public appearances. The expe-
rience allows the young ladies 
to expand their cultural knowl-
edge of Mvskoke history and tra-
ditions. 

The prizes for the winnners 
will include for Jr. Miss a $1,500 
cash prize, Miss will receive 
$2,500 cash prize plus a $2,500 
Scholarship at the end of her 
reign. Other prizes are: beaded 
crown, woven basket purse, tra-
ditional clothing with an allow-
ance of $400 each, sashes, per-
sonalized luggage, personalized 
jackets, pendleton blanket and 
traveling opportunities. 

“This year I heard traveling 
will keep the new royalty busy,” 
Botone said.

“The royalty retreat will be 
held May 9, 2020 at River Spirit 
Casino,” Botone said. “I will send 
out all the information once we 
gather up all the contestants who 
submit their applications on 
time.”

After the applications are 
received and processed, the 
contestants will attend the roy-
alty retreat and take a Mvskoke 
knowledge quiz along with writ-
ing an essay. On the day of the 
pageant the contestants go 
through an interview with the 
judges. In competition the con-
testants will go through intro-
ductions in the Mvskoke lan-
guage, cultural presentation, 
traditional dress, and at the end 
contestants will have to answer 
an impromptu question. 

This year the pageant will 
take place on Sat. June 6, 2020 at 
Faith Church in Glenpool, OK. 

 If there is any questions, con-
tact Shelby Botone at 918-549-
2601 or MCNpageant@mcn-nsn.
gov MCN COUNCIL– 2

Joseph Hicks  Creek District  A                                             
       (Photo Provided)

Anna Marshall Tukvpvtce District Seat A 
                              (Photo Provided)
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to our people, we will continue to 
honor our commitment,” Hill said. 

He spoke about the many crit-
ical modern contributions the 
tribes make for the state of Okla-
homa and on the priority he places 
on building trust.

Much of Chief Hills address 
paid homage to officials who have 
previously served the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation in the Office of 
Chief and on the National Coun-
cil. 

“This has been accomplished 
by the members of the National 
Council, both current and previ-
ous,” Hill said. “And by the Princi-
pal Chief who precede me includ-
ing Chief Cox, Chief Beaver, Chief 
Fife, Chief Ellis, Chief Tiger and 
Chief Floyd.”

Hill thanked those officials for 
the foundation he stood on and 
pledged to carry on the legacy. 

“Building trust is my first goal 
towards strengthening our nation,” 
Hill said. “I will tirelessly work to 
improve our services by listening 
to the citizens and the employees.” 

The inaugural ceremony 
broadly encompassed Muscogee 
(Creek) cultural, both traditional 
and modern. From traditional 
oratory by Edwin Marshall to 
Muscogee Hymns by Native Praise 
and MCN Language, to a reading 
by U.S. Poet Laureate Joy Harjo, to 
a stomp dance, the Inauguration 
was a distinctly Mvskoke event. 

MCN’s rich history of military 
service was demonstrated as the 
MCN Honor Guard presenting 
the colors. 

Pearl Thomas performed the 
National Anthem in the Muscogee 
(Creek) language. 

Native Stone Baptist Church 
Pastor Gary Hawkins delivered 
the invocation, followed by Mus-

cogee Hymn performed by the 
MCN Language Department. 

Master of Ceremonies Jason 
Salsman introduced dignitar-
ies and special guests and Rever-
end Grover Wind gave the bene-
diction. 

The evening celebration 
wrapped up with a stomp dance 
held at the River Spirit event 
center. 

Principal Chief David Hill and 
Second Chief Beaver took time 
out of their schedule for a sit down 
interview with Mvskoke media. 
The interview will air on Mvskoke 
Radio and Mvskoke Vision soon. 

tion from Grand Canyon Univer-
sity; Certificates for Travel Indus-
try Specialist, Fundraising manager 
and he is a Certified Life Coach.  

As a rep., Lowe will draw on his 
experience in service for the U.S. 
Marine Corps, 20 years of service 
in governance, management, tribal 
business development, and tribal 
contracts. 

He currently serves as the 
Human Resources Director of 
Bacone College as well as serving 
on boards for the National Center 
for the American Indian Enter-
prise Development, American 
Indian Chamber of Commerce of 
Oklahoma, Five Civilized Tribes 
Museum, Okmulgee Lions Club 
and Okmulgee County YMCA. 

Anna Marshall was sworn in for 
Tukvpvtce District (Seat A) Repre-
sentative. She is the daughter of 
Danny (Billy) and Margaret Mar-
shall. She is the widow of Ray John-
son. 

Marshall holds an Associate 
and Bachelors in Psychology-So-
ciology. She brings experience in 
advocacy, accountability, and com-
mitment demonstrated through 
her service to various national, 
regional and international organi-
zations. She has worked in correc-
tions as well as social services. She 
holds certification also holds certi-
fication as a rural Chaplain. 

Charles “Son” McHenry was 
sworn in for Wagoner District 
(Seat A).  He is the son of Chuck 
and Ruth McHenry. McHenry and 

his wife Christina have six children. 
He is an Account Service Represen-
tative for Empire. 

Mvskoke Media will follow up 
this story with information on the 
MCN National Council Commit-
tee assignment.

INAUGURATION
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William Lowe Okmulgee District Seat A 
        (Photo Provided)

Charles McHenry Wagoner/Rogers/Mayes  
Seat A                              (Photo Provided)
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Second Chief Del Beaver  
                              (Photo Provided)

Principal Chief David Hill  
      (Photo Provided)

HICKS AND PROCTOR TO SUCCEED TIGER AND HILL AS SPEAKER AND SECOND SPEAKER OF MCN NATIONAL COUNCIL

by Angel Ellis 
REPORTER

NATIONAL COUNCIL SELECTS NEW LEADERSHIP

OKMULGEE, Oklahoma– 
MCN NC Rep. for the Okfuskee 
District (Seat A) Randall Hicks 
was sworn into the position of 
Speaker of the National Coun-
cil on Jan. 4 in a Special Session 
of the National Council held at 
the MCN Mound Building. The 
council chambers were filled to 
capacity for the Inauguration. 

The Pale-Hokkolen Eshvm-
kontvlakat 21st Session will be 
under the leadership of Speaker 
Hicks. 

Hicks is a member of the 
Wotko (Raccoon) clan.  He is 
member of the Buckeye Baptist 
Church and Okfuskee Ceremo-
nial Ground. He is son of the late 
Agnes Marie Hicks (Little) and 
Hanson Hicks. 

During his time on coun-
cil Hicks has served on Busi-
ness, Finance and Justice Com-
mittee (BF&J), Health Education 
and Welfare (HE&W), and Inter-
nal Affairs Committee. Hicks has 
also served on Mvskoke Loan 
Fund Board.

Serving as Hicks second in 
command is MCN NC Rep. for 
the McIntosh District (Seat A) 
Darrell Proctor.  

Hicks succeeded Tulsa (Seat 
B) Representative Lucian Tiger 
III in the role as Speaker after 
being nominated by his col-
league Rep. Robert Huft.  Tiger 
was nominated to resume the 
role by Adam Jones III, but a 
two-vote majority won the seat 
for Hicks. 

Former Sgt. at Arms Darrell 
Proctor won the Second Speaker 
position.  Also nominated for the 
position was Tukvpvtce District 
(Seat B) Representative Thom-
asene Yahola-Osborn. Proctor 
won the contest by two votes. 

Proctor is of the Deer Clan 
and a member of the Weogufkee 
Missionary Indian Baptist 
Church. He has served as a MCN 
NC Rep since 2008. 

In his time on council, 
Proctor has served on Human 
Development, Internal Affairs, 
Fact Finding, Land, Natural 
Resources and Cultural Preser-

vation (LNC) and Mound Build-
ing Oversight Committees. 

MCN NC Rep for the Okmul-
gee District (Seat B) James Jen-
nings was nominated for Sgt. at 
Arms. Newly elected Tukvpvtce 
(Seat A) Representative Anna 
Marshall was also nominated 
as well as Creek District (Seat 
B) Representative Patrick Free-
man Jr. Marshall did not make 

the run off round of voting and 
after a tied vote Jennings won the 
position. 

The next official order of 
business for the 2020-2021 
Council is to set the commit-
tee. That meeting took place on 
Jan. 7. Keep following Mvskoke 
Media for an update on which 
committees’ councils reps will 
serve. 

National Council Representative Randall Hicks is pictured swearing-in as the new Speaker. 
(Photo by Angel Ellis)

National Council Representative  Darrell Proctor is pictured swearing-in as new Second 
Speaker.                                                (Photo by Angel Ellis)

National Council Representative  James Jennings is pictured swearing-in as the new Sgt. At 
Arms.                             (Photo by Angel Ellis)

NO NEED TO STRESS, FREE TAX HELP NOW AVAILABLE
VITA AND TCE RETURN TO HELP CITIZENS WITH TAXES FOR  THE 2020 TAX SEASON 
by Lani Hansen
REPORTER

OKMULGEE, Oklahoma– 
The Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) program 
along with the Tax Counseling 
for the Elders program returns 
for the 2020 tax season. 

The Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation Department of Com-
merce and Mvskoke Loan Fund 
have partnered up to bring vol-
unteers to assist citizens who 
make $54,000 or less and per-
sons with disabilities on filing 
taxes.

In an interview with Mvskoke 
Radio, Chris Coburn Chief 
Executive Officer of Mvskoke 
Loan Fund said this will be the 
third year of the VITA pro-

VITA– 3
Schedule an appointment to receive help filing taxes with Department of Commerce Jan. 
13, 2020 to April 15, 2020.                 ( MN File Photo)
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TULSA BALLET IN COLLABORATION WITH MVSKOKE MEDIA PRESENTS

FOR ALL MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION CITIZENS AND EMPLOYEES 
TO ANY SHOW DURING THE 2019-2020 TULSA BALLET SEASON

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EACH PERFORMANCE, 

VISIT TULSABALLET.ORG 

Creations in Studio K - STUDIO K
Thurs. Sept. 12 @ 7:30pm, Fri. Sept. 13 @ 7:30pm, Sat. Sept. 14 @ 2:30pm, Sat. Sept. 14 @ 7:30pm, Sun. Sept. 15 @ 2:30pm, 
Thurs. Sept. 19 @ 7:30pm, Fri. Sept. 20 @ 7:30pm, Sat. Sept. 21 @ 2:30pm, Sat. Sept. 21 @ 7:30pm, & Sun. Sept. 22 @ 2:30pm

Giselle - TULSA PAC
Thurs. Oct. 31 @ 7:00pm, Fri. Nov. 1 @ 7:30pm, Sat. Nov. 2 @ 7:30pm, & Sun. Nov. 3 @ 2:30pm

The Nutcracker - TULSA PAC
Sat. Dec. 7 @ 7:00pm, Sun. Dec. 8 @ 2:00pm, Fri. Dec. 13 @ 7:00pm, Sat. Dec. 14 @ 2:00pm, Sun. Dec. 15 @ 2:00pm,   
Sat. Dec. 21 @ 2:00pm, Sat. Dec. 21 @ 7:00pm, & Sun. Dec. 22 @ 2:00pm

Dorothy and the Prince of Oz - TULSA PAC
Thurs. Feb. 13 @ 7:00pm, Fri. Feb. 14 @ 7:30pm, Sat. Feb. 15 @ 7:30pm, & Sun. Feb. 16 @ 2:30pm

Vendetta, A Mafia Story - TULSA PAC
Thurs. March 26 @ 7:00pm, Fri. March 27 @ 7:30pm, Sat. March 28 @ 7:30pm,        
& Sun. March 29 @ 2:30pm

Signature Series - LORTON PERFORMANCE CENTER
Thurs. May 7 @ 7:30pm, Fri. May 8 @ 7:30pm, Sat. May 9 @ 2:30pm, Sat. May 9 @ 7:30pm, Sun. May 10 @ 2:30pm,   
& Sun. May 10 @ 7:30pm

TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS OFFER, 
CONTACT MARISSA MITCHELL AT (918) 392-5914
*MUST PRESENT MCN ENROLLMENT NUMBER
 or MCN EMPLOYEE ID NUMBER WHEN ORDERING

PERRYMAN RANCH SOLD AT AUCTION
HISTORIC MUSCOGEE (CREEK) FAMILY HOME SET TO BE DEMOLISHED 

by T.C. Buck
REPORTER

JENKS, Oklahoma- Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation history 
was sold at an auction along 
with the Perryman Ranch on 
Nov. 11, 2019. Jenks subdivi-
sions are planning to be erected 
on the site where George Per-
ryman built his home in 1898 
on allotment land he received 
years before Oklahoma became 
a state.

Muscogee (Creek) citi-
zen Josiah Chouteau Perryman 
(1840-1889) and his extended 
family are accounted by the 
Oklahoma Historical Society for 
being the first postmaster and 
early-day merchant and “First 
Family” in Tulsa.

Born on April 25, 1840 in Big 
Springtown, Indian Territory 
to Lewis and Ellen Perryman, 
Josiah Perryman was the eldest 
among his brothers and sisters 
Legus, China, Henry, George, 
and Lydia.

Their grandfather was Ben-
jamin Perryman also known as 
Steek-cha-ko-me-co, who had 
been an important tribal town 
chief of the Lower Creeks in 
Alabama and follower of Chief 
William McIntosh.

After the assassination of 
Chief McIntosh, the Perryman’s 
immigrated with the Porter, 
Winslett, and McIntosh families 
to Indian Territory.

The Perryman brothers 
first enlisted in the Confeder-
acy during the Civil War, which 
placed Creek citizen against 
Creek citizen. A year after their 
first engagement at Bird Creek 
in the Chusto-Talasah engage-
ment, the Perryman brothers 
changed allegiance.

George Perryman built 
a large, white, frame house 
referred to as the “White 
House.” Located south of Tulsa 

on Joe’s Creek (Josiah), the 
Perryman Ranch at one time 
stretched over 250,000 acres 
from Mounds to Chouteau. 

The longhorn cattle that 
were once found at Perryman 
Ranch are known to be descen-
dants of the original herd driven 
from the Florida Panhandle in 
1830.

After getting hit with light-
ning, a fire burnt the original 
Perryman house over 100 years 
ago. A Victorian-style house 
was then rebuilt and finished in 
1910 on the old foundation with 
expansions made to the front 
porch. 

On Oct. 20, 2018 the city 
of Jenks and Mayor Dr. Josh 
Wedman proclaimed that day 
Perryman Ranch Day.

Perryman Ranch, which was 
once open to tours and events, 
is now quiet and their phone has 
been disconnected. 

Perryman Ranch is 80 acres 
that sits on Elwood St. in Jenks 
were a white buffalo stood 
watch at the gate. Trucks were 
seen moving items from within 
the ranch house to an undis-

closed location when the auc-
tion was finished.

‘The agent for the owners 
of the property as well as the 
owners themselves did contact 
and meet with the Nation about 
the purchasing of the property,’ 
according to an e-mail from the 
Office of the Attorney General, 
Kevin Dellinger.

‘Principal Chief Floyd 
briefed the National Council 
about the property cost, pos-
sible uses, who would manage 
the property and its costs. It was 
determined that the cost versus 
the use of the property was just 
too steep. No action to spon-
sor a bill for the purchase of 
the property was taken by the 
Nation Council,’ said Dellinger. 

Many Muscogee (Creek) cit-
izens are waiting to see when 
Jenks city officials will approve 
the plans that will kick-start the 
new development.

The Perryman Ranch is set 
to be demolished to make way 
for a housing division.

For more information about 
Josiah Perryman and his family 
visit www.okhistory.org

gram. The program allows vol-
unteers interested in becoming 
a greeter, preparer or reviewer 
to sign up for training. 

“It is a federal program, so 
non-natives are eligible if they 
are in the area and they can 
make an appointment,” Coburn 
said on the VITA program. 

According to Zack Harjo, 
Project Coordinator of Depart-
ment of Commerce, they have 
been recruiting volunteers 
within the government, extend-
ing to the general public as well 
as the college students. 

In order to become a vol-
unteer a test insitituted by the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
must be passed along with cer-
tification standards. There was 
two session held, the first was 
on Dec. 17 and Dec. 19, and the 

second was scheduled for Jan. 7 
and Jan. 9. 

Appointments for tax returns 
began Jan 13. and runs through 
April 15, with available times 
every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m.

Department of Commerce 
and Mvskoke Loan Fund are 
asking people to bring the 
required documents on the 
day of appointments: proof of 
income (W2, 10-99 and other 
source of income) and proof of 
identity. 

This year the tax prepara-
tion will be located on the main 
campus of MCN Tribal complex 
in the Commerce building, 1002 
Bear Lane in Okmulgee, OK. 

For more information about 
filing appointments, contact 
MCN Dpartment of Commerce 
at 918-549-2607.

VITA
Continued from Page 2

Pictured above is the Perryman Ranch home in 2010. Jenks subdivisions are planned to 
be built on the site were George Perryman built his home in 1898 on allotment land he 
received years before Oklahoma became a state.                   (Tulsa World File Photo)
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WIN TWO TICKETS
to anywhere in the US, Mexico or Canada
Saturdays in January • Grand Prize Drawing • 10pm

$250 Cash Drawings • Every 15 Minutes • 6pm–9:45pm
Random $25 Rewards Play Winners • 6pm–10pm

2x Entries Every Sunday
One entry=50 same-day points.

Guests may win one rewards play and cash drawing per day. Entries carry over weekly. Must be present to win. 
See Players Club for details.

P.O. BOX 1249 MUSKOGEE, OKLAHOMA 74402
918-683-1825  •  CREEKNATIONCASINOMUSCOGEE.COM

LEGISLATION 
CONFIRMING JUDGE 
PITTMAN FAILED
COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR FY 2020 
HAS BEEN ADOPTED
by Lani Hansen
REPORTER

OKMULGEE, Oklahoma — A 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation National 
Council Regular Session meeting 
was held Dec. 21, 2019. 

Regular Session addressed the 
following legislation, the interpre-
tation of which is attributed to lan-
guage in the bills:

NCR 19-006 Approving the Legal 
Services agreement between the 
Muscogee (Creek) National Coun-
cil and Fletcher Law PLLC. Sponsor: 
Representative Robert Hufft. 14-1-0

The National Council requires 
independent legal counsel for vari-
ous duties.

TR 19-139 Execute a trans-
fer agreement between the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation and the Indian 
Health Service on behalf of the 
United States of America for Indian 
Health Service Project OK 14-E45. 
Sponsor: Representative Patrick 
Freeman Jr. 15-0-0

A memorandum agreement 
between the tribe and state regarding 
the facilities for 24 new or like-new 

American Indian owned homes. The 
IHS transfers, assigns and conveys to 
the head of Native American house-
hold without any monetary consid-
eration. 

A conclusion of the Public Law 
86-121 project. The bill is to transfer 
the ownership over the individuals.

TR 19-140 Execute a trans-
fer agreement between the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation and the Indian 
Health Service on behalf of the 
United States of America for Indian 
Health Service Project OK 13-E31. 
Sponsor: Patrick Freeman Jr. 15-0-0

The IHS, on behalf of the United 
States of America, is authorized to 
transfer all interests in the completed 
facilities. This agreement is regard-
ing the provision of water supply and 
wastewater disposal for 21 new or 
like-new American Indian homes. 

TR 19-141 Execute a trans-
fer agreement between the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation and the Indian 
Health Service on behalf of the 
United States of America for Indian 
Health Service Project OK 16-E74. 
Sponsor: Patrick Freeman Jr. 15-0-0

The IHS, on behalf of the United 
States of America, is authorized to 
transfer all interests in the completed 

facilities. This agreement is regard-
ing the provision of water supply 
and wastewater disposal for 20 new 
or like-new American Indian owned 
homes. 

TR 19-142 Execute a program-
matic agreement among the Fed-
eral Highway Administration, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – 
Savannah District, the Georgia State 
Historic Preservation Officer, the 
Advisory Council on Historic Pres-
ervation, participating Tribes and the 
Georgia Department of Transporta-
tion regarding the Section 106 pro-
cess for the transportation program 
in Georgia. Sponsor: Representative 
Del Beaver. 15-0-0

Legislation for Chief to sign 
an programmatic agreement. The 
agreement will recognize, protect 
and preserve the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation landmarks in Georgia. 

TR 19-143 Execute a U.S. Govern-
ment lease for real property between 
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation and 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs as an 
agent for the United States of Amer-
ica. Sponsor: Del Beaver. 15-0-0

A 15-year lease for the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, office space which 
is located within the Nation’s Tribal 
Complex. The lease includes a 
monthly payment every year and 
reimbursement for the work Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation did when BIA 
first moved in.

TR 19-144 Approving the Depart-
ment of Housing’s amended pro-
curement policy for the expenditure 
of Indian Housing Block grant funds. 
Sponsor: Representative Thomasene 
Yahola Osborn. 15-0-0

MCN is an recipient of the grant. 
The expenditure was approved by 
TR 17-066 and TR 18-001. Updates 
to the Nation’s Procurement Policy 
for the grant in order to comply 
with the guidance program must be 
approved. 

TR 19-146 Nominating Jeremy 
T. Pittman to serve as a District Trial 
Court Judge of the Civil District Trial 
Court Law Division of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation. Sponsor: Represen-
tative Travis Scott. 9-6-0 Failed.

Jeremy T. Pittman, a Muscogee 
(Creek) citizen will serve as the Civil 
District Court Trial Judge Law Divi-

sion until Dec. 31, 2023.
TR 19-147 Execute an attor-

ney-client engagement agreement 
with the law firm of Venable LLP for 
Legal Services on behalf of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation. Sponsor: Rep-
resentative Adam Jones III. 15-0-0

A Tribal resolution to secure lob-
byist and legal advice related to cit-
izenship matters with Washington, 
D.C. law firm of Venable LLP.

TR 19-148 Approving and autho-
rizing the gaming operations author-
ity board to execute the agreement 
with the Internal Revenue Service. 
Sponsor: Robert Hufft. 15-0-0

The Gaming Operations Author-
ity Board (GOAB) has determined 
that it is necessary to enter into the 
Gaming Industry Tip Compliance 
Agreement with the Internal Rev-
enue Service. In accordance with 
MCNCA Title 17, subsection 8-103, 
any contract with any unit of federal 
government must be approved by 
Tribal Resolution. 

TR 19-149 Approving and autho-
rizing the gaming operations author-
ity board to execute the agreement 
with Thompson Construction, INC. 
Sponsor: Robert Hufft. 15-0-0

GOAB has determined that it is 
necessary to enter into the Agree-
ment with Thompson Construc-
tion, INC. for construction services 
for renovation of the Emerge Spa at 
River Spirit Casino.

TR 19-150 Execute a U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior Bureau of Indian 
Affairs business lease between the 
Nation and Whistler Billboards for 
the placement of a new billboard 
on the Nation’s property utilized by 
the Tulsa Creek Indian Community. 
Sponsor: Representative Mark Ran-
dolph. 15-0-0

The billboard currently found 
at Tulsa Creek Indian Community 
will be upgraded to a newer digital 
billboard. A business lease is seek-
ing approval through the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs and Whistler Bill-
boards for 15 year with two options 
to renew for another 5 years for a 
combined total of 25 years.

TR 19-151 Proceed with a settle-
ment of certain contract support cost 
claims against the Indian Health Ser-
vice. Sponsor: Representative John-

nie Greene. 15-0-0
A settlement of $10,543,001.00 

plus interest will come from the 
Federal Government to the MCN. 
Claims shall be spent to carry out the 
Nation’s health programs.

TR 19-152 Execute a legal ser-
vices agreement between the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Election Board 
and Roger Wiley Law Firm, PLLC. 
Sponsor: Representative James Jen-
nings. 15-0-0

The Principal Chief will execute 
Legal Services Agreement between 
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Elec-
tion Board and Roger Wiley Law 
Firm, PLLC.

TR 19-153 Execute an under-
ground right-of-way easement for 
electrical vehicle charging stations 
located at the Riverwalk. Sponsor: 
Del Beaver. 15-0-0

An agreement was made with 
Francis Solar to construct and install 
electrical vehicle charging stations at 
Riverwalk Crossing property. Public 
Service Company of Oklahoma 
(PSO) is allowed proper access to the 
electrical charging stations.

NCA 19-146 Authorizing the 
expenditure of grant loan funds from 
the National Congress of American 
Indians (NCAI) for the benefit of the 
Census 2020 Project. Sponsor: John-
nie Greene. 15-0-0

Funds awarded by NCAI bene-
fited Census outreach and education 
with the Census 2020 count. The 
award provides $2,500.00 to conduct 
a complete 2020 Census count.

After receiving the award, those 
funds had to be expended by Dec. 
31. The Census 2020 Project sub-
stitute had negotiated an extension, 
but NCAI said they had to apply for 
a second round by the application 
deadline of Jan 3. 

NCA 19-147 Authorizing the 
expenditure of funds awarded by the 
Charities Aid Foundation America 
to Mvskoke Youth Services Program. 
Sponsor: Johnnie Greene. 15-0-0

The amount of $25,000.00 was 
awarded to the youth services to 
assist in addressing youth wellness 
through physical activity while pro-
moting cultural connections. 

LEGISLATION– 5
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SANTA FE, New Mexico- 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation citi-
zen Laura Marshall Clark, has 
received a prestigious art fellow-
ship from the Institute of Ameri-
can Indian Art (IAIA). 

During her residency at IAIA, 
she will participate in public pre-
sentations and classroom lectures, 
and will contribute materials from 
her research to the IAIA Archives.

Clark calls her research proj-
ect, Morphologies: IAIA and the 
Art of Native Oklahoma.

On Monday, Dec. 2, IAIA 
hosted a public presentation 
based on her research. The IAIA 
Archives and the IAIA Museum 
of Contemporary Native Arts 
(MoCNA) Collection were used 
for her source material. 

“I presented a PowerPoint 
and a discussion on IAIA art-
ists from Oklahoma and when 
I say artists I mean individu-
als who were students there and 
some have actually been faculty 
or they’ve had other career paths 
in the Fine Arts so I got to talk 
about quite a few individuals,” 
said Clark

The event was held at the Per-
forming Arts and Fitness Center 
Black Box Theater.

“Another individual that did 
a live paint there, who’s also 
Muscogee (Creek) and Citi-
zen Band Potawatomi is a gen-
tlemen named Daniel McCoy 
Jr., he’s a young man, he lives in 
Santa Fe, but he is from Okla-
homa. He grew up in Tahlequah 
and then went to school at IAIA,” 
said Clark.

Clark and her research had 
to be approved through the 
IAIA Institutional Review Board 
Administrator Dr. Bill Sayre.

“IAIA started as a school in 
Santa Fe in 1962, but prior to 
that there was a school started, 
well it wasn’t really a school it 
was called the Rockefeller proj-
ect. The Rockefeller Founda-
tion wondered if they created a 
place where young Native Amer-
icans could come and study and 
devote their time and their focus 
to art what kind of success would 
they have, what would develop 
from that,” said Clark.

Clark obtained her Bachelor 
Degree of Art in Political Science 
at East Central University (ECU) 

CITIZEN RECEIVES SCHOLARLY FELLOWSHIP
LAURA MARSHALL CLARK RECEIVES SUPPORT FROM IAIA

by T.C. Buck
REPORTER

in Ada, OK and has her Master of 
Arts in Native American Studies 
with a focus in Indigenous arts 
and media from the University 
of Oklahoma (OU) in Norman 
class of 2019.

“A person in the Fife family 
that’s actually attending IAIA 
now, her name is Shelly Patrick. I 
got to talk about her. This is some-
thing really neat that I got to do 
during my presentation. I got to 
talk about students that are there 
now as a result of other individ-
uals who went there,” said Clark.

She worked as Manager of 
Humanities and Literary Arts for 
Chickasaw Nation Division of 
Arts and Humanities and as an 
instructor in the Chickasaw Arts 
Academy. 

“The research opportunity has 
been wonderful. Out of that will 
come two exhibitions and a book 
project. We’re actually going to 
do an exhibition at the Museum 
of Contemporary Native Arts in 
Santa Fe, which is an IAIA affil-
iated museum. It’s a really neat 

Laura Clark Graduated from the University of Oklahoma in Norman with a Master’s degree 
in Native American Studies with a focus on Indigenous Arts and Media.           (Submission)

museum and they’re doing a lot 
of good work. We collaborated on 
doing a legacy exhibition about 
the Fife family that will be in 
2022,” said Clark

Any findings from the research 
done by Clark will be donated to 
the IAIA archives.

“The impact of Oklahoma 
native art is really significant 
and Oklahoma Native Ameri-
can artists are really making a dif-
ference in the Fine Arts indus-
try. We have a lot of very vibrant 
artist right now and a lot that are 
emerging artist. A lot of the good 
ones aren’t all well known yet. I’m 
hoping that part of this exhibition 
will be to not to just celebrate the 
well known artist but the ones that 
are doing the work and maybe 
their names aren’t as well known 
but they are really outstanding in 
their artistic practice,” said Clark.

For more about IAIA and 
Laura Marshall Clark visit https://
iaia.edu/event/morphologies-
iaia-and-the-art-of-native-okla-
homa/ 

NCA 19-148 Establishing the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation Depart-
ment of Education and Training 
revolving fund for the expenditure 
of all departmental income. Spon-
sor: Representative Randall Hicks. 
15-0-0

The revolving fund would allow 
Tribal Education Agency (TEA) to 
collect fees from schools in the event 
that a district uses federal and state 
fund to request TEA support. Local 
schools could utilize the services 
provided to the tribe.

NCA 19-149 Repealing NCA 

19-138 (a law of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation authorizing the 
expenditure of grant funds awarded 
from the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Indian Health 
Services for Tribal Health Manage-
ment development grant program: 
centralizing accreditation standards 
under the Creek Nation’s Commu-
nity Hospital.) Sponsor: James Jen-
nings. 15-0-0

The law has been passed twice, 
and now has been requested to 
repeal NCA 19-138 entirety. 

NCA 19-150 Authorizing the 
expenditure of Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation Department of Housing’s 

program income funds. Sponsor: 
Thomasene Yahola Osborn. 15-0-0

The purpose of this Act is to 
authorize the expenditure of Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Department 
of Housing’s Program income funds 
in the amount of $20,000.00 to be 
budgeted monthly to a program 
income direct assistance budget. 

NCA 19-151 Appropriating 
funds to the Mound Building over-
sight committee for the mainte-
nance and upkeep of the Mound 
Building. Sponsor: Patrick Free-
man Jr. 15-0-0 

The amount requested by the 
Mound Building Oversight Com-

mittee is $29,000.00 for rou-
tine supplies and services, other 
includes Christmas lights. 

NCA 19-152 Approving the 
Comprehensive annual budget for 
Fiscal Year 2020 and providing for 
appropriations. Sponsor: Adam 
Jones III. 14-1-0

A new law to approve Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Comprehen-
sive Annual Budget for the remain-
der Fiscal Year 2020. The law shall 
be in agreement with funding 
sources identified by the Office of 
the Controller, funding levels shall 
be as provided in the following; 

Special Revenue Funds (pro-

vided by external federal agen-
cies), Tribal Funds (certain Tribal 
funds and Expendable Trust funds 
are estimated based on annualized 
year-to-date revenues), Total Funds 
Appropriated (funds are inclu-
sive of all requests of funding for 
FY 2020), Expenditure Appropria-
tions, Budget Modification Autho-
rization and Limitations, Limita-
tions, Budgeting Execution and 
Management, Cost Principles and 
Audits.

The votes from this meeting 
were not available at press time.  
For audio of committee meetings 
visit: www.mcnnc.com

LEGISLATION
Continued from Page 4

Hensci! Stonkon fullats-
kat? Okrolope mucvse afacket! 
Hello! How are you all? Happy 
New Year! The Mvskoke Nation 
Youth Council (MNYC) met 
on the 14th in the past month of 
December. The business discussed 
included By-Law review and 
update, supporting the Wewoka 
Public Schools (WPS) laundry 
for students, and a meet and greet 
event with the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation National Council (MCN 
NC) Representatives, as well as 
some updates from the previous 
November meeting.

The last couple of months for 
the MNYC has been filled with 
many successes. The Commu-
nity Service committee which is 
chaired by Sasha McGriff, col-
lected clothing items for students 
at the Eufaula Dorm and hats, 
scarves and gloves for elders.  The 
officers and committee chairper-
sons attended an Executive Com-
mittee training.  The commit-
tee was able to get grounded and 
revamped for the upcoming 2020 
year. 

The MNYS held their annual 
Christmas Gift Bingo. The funds 
raised assist with service projects 
and leadership activities through-
out the year. The MNYC is very 
thankful to the volunteers that 
gave their service and to the com-
munity members who attended.  
Without your support, the MNYC 
would not be as successful as they 
are.

The MNYC would like con-
gratulate member, Nina Fox, who 
was crowned Miss Native Ameri-

can University of Central Okla-
homa.  This title was held by 
another MNYC member last year.  
The MNYC is extremely proud of 
Nina and are open to helping or 
assisting her in any way she may 
see fit. Here mahe, Nina! Speak-
ing of universities, the MNYC 
welcomed home several mem-
bers who are usually away at col-
lege.  These students are dedi-
cating time and great effort to 
become our Nation’s next lead-
ers, everything they learn and 
bring back to us will strengthen 
our Nation. Their time commit-
ted to learning is greatly appreci-
ated.  MNYC members enjoyed 
an outing to Main Event to fel-
lowship and reflect on this year’s 
activities.

The month of January pro-
motes National Hobby Month, so 
with the new year AND the new 
decade you are encouraged to try 
something new.  Try a hobby that 
promotes new ideas and creativ-
ity instead of stress.. New hobbies 
are always something good for 
the mind, body and spirit. So in 
this season of change, it is encour-
aged to do something that is good 
and new for you. As always I hope 
this highlight was informative 
and I would like to say thank you 
for your time. Mvto!

The MNYC meets the 2nd 
Saturday of each month in 
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Council House.  Follow us on 
social media @mvskokeyc2015 
or the MNYS program @
mvskokeyouth. For more infor-
mation, please call 918-549-2557.

MNYC JANUARY UPDATE  
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Have 1 hour of no electronics daily and talk with my family – to build closer relationships  
Play games with my family every Thursday night – to build fun family memories together
Use good sleep habits by turning off the TV & phone 30-60 minutes before bed – to create more restful sleep habits 
Cut down to only 1 soda or energy drink a day – to avoid wasted calories I don’t need   
Don’t go back for seconds and eat a little less – I’m not really hungry and don’t need the extra calories 
Take the dog for a walk every Tuesday and Thursday – to get the stress out and the outdoor time is good for me
Talk more with an honest friend and text less – to build close friendships & accountability    
Be willing to learn from my mistakes – to get unstuck from my unhealthy habits  
Blame others less for my feelings – others may influence, but I don’t have to let them control how I act 
Relax more by meditating, praying or doing yoga – to get the stress out & helps me find peace

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I WANT A LIFE CHANGE.   
I WANT TO BE THE PERSON I KNOW I AM.

I WANT TO HAVE THE RELATIONSHIPS I’VE ALWAYS WANTED.
I WANT TO GET OUT OF THE RUT I’VE BEEN STUCK IN. 

TO DO THIS IM GOING TO

I’M DOING THIS BECAUSE… MY WIFE, MY FAMILY, MY HEALTH, MY FRIENDS, AND I AM IMPORTANT 

For more information about good self-care and mental health, contact 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation Behavioral Health at 918-758-1910.

Text “CREEK” to 741-741
if you or someone you know is in a crisis. 

Or call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline Number at 1-800-273-8255. 

PRIVATE PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT
CITIZEN IS AWARDED FOR YEARS IN LEGAL SERVICE

by LANI HANSEN
REPORTER

OKMULGEE, Oklahoma– 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation cit-
izen Michael J. Anderson, was 
awarded a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award by the Native 
American Bar Association 
(NABA) for his legal service to 
American Indian tribal govern-
ments. 

Anderson served the United 
States Senate and the Bill Clin-
ton Administration for eight 
years. He graduated from the 
University of Oklahoma in 
1980, then worked with MCN 
in the planning department in 
1981 before going to George-
town Law School in Washing-
ton, D.C.

“After graduating in 1984, 
I started law practice with an 
exception of two years in Col-
orado I have been practicing in 
Washington, D.C.,” Anderson 
said. 

After he left the private law 
firm, Anderson took many 
roles that leads up to where he 
is now. In 1991 he became Exec-
utive Director of the National 
Congress of American Indians, 
then he got involved in national 
politics. He volunteered for the 
Clinton campaign when Presi-
dent Clinton was Governor of 
Arkansas. 

“I was selected to be a polit-
ical appointee by Clinton in 
1992 after he won the election,” 
Anderson said. “So I started 
serving at the Department of 
Interior in 1993 as the Associ-
ate Solicitor for Indian Affairs.”

The Associate Solicitor 
manages about 25 attorney’s 
in Washington D.C. that are 
exclusively focused on Native 
American issues. After working 
there for two years, he was pro-
moted by the Secretary of Inte-
rior in 1995 to be the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Indian 

Affairs where he served until 
2001. 

The association who pre-
sented the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award NABA-DC was 
established in 1997 to promote 
the educational and profes-
sional advancement of Native 
American attorneys and Indian 
country. NABA-DC is com-
mitted to promoting the sov-
ereignty of Native American 
tribes and their communities; 
protecting the legal rights of 
individual Native Americans, 
their communities and their 
tribes; providing community 
outreach and education about 
legal issues that affect Native 
Americans; and promoting 
the cultural heritage of Native 
Americans, their communities 
and their tribes. 

Upon receiving the award 
Anderson was very excited to 
hear the news from the presi-
dent of NABA-DC. 

“I was nominated by Eliz-
abeth Homer a well known 
attorney in Washington D.C.,” 
Anderson said. “I was gratified 
to hear the news. It was based 
primarily on the work I have 
done in the past 20 plus years 
in the private practice.” 

Anderson Indian Law is 
located in Washington D.C. 

Micheal J. Anderson   
                                           (Photo Provided)

TONY FISH RECEIVES SPECIAL INVITE TO D.C. 
MCN REINTEGRATION MANAGER INVITED TO TOUR THE WHITE HOUSE
T.C. Buck
REPORTER

WASHINGTON- Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Reinte-
gration Program Manager, Tony 
Fish received a special invite to 
tour the White House. During 
his visit on Nov. 18-20, Fish 
attended a meeting with Vice 
President Mike Pence.  

The morning Fish visited the 
White House he also attended 
a cabinet meeting where Presi-
dent Trump dedicated that time 
to veterans and Veterans Affairs.   

“We were looking at, spe-
cifically, veteran services and 
talking about the lack of avail-
able services, and what ser-
vices are available for veterans 
when they become incarcerated 
and/or released from incarcer-
ation. We have a homeless vet-

erans reintegration program 
that helps people coming out 
of prison and jail [and] who are 
veterans, make the transition 
into society,” said Fish.

There are very little services 
available to veterans that were 
previously incarcerated or jus-
tice involved across the United 
States.  

“There are other ser-
vices such as housing services, 
mental health services and gen-
eral health services, but noth-
ing when it comes to those that 
are justice involved. Through 
our program we are able to help 
our veterans with that. Which 
was one of the reasons we were 
invited to the table,” said Fish.

The Reintegration Program 
also has a 10-week long weld-
ing school open to any Mus-
cogee (Creek) citizen with 12 

seats available at a first come 
first serve bases.

“We work with Vocational 
Rehabilitation and Employment 
and Training within the Nation. 
We’re the three big partners that 
put our clients through [this] 
course,” said Fish.

The Reintegration Program 
is funded in part by a grant from 
the United States Department of 
Labor, for helping veterans find 
gainful employment. 

“There were some different 
panels that opened up dialogue 
about what the Federal Govern-
ment was doing, soliciting feed-
back from the audience on what 
we can do to better the things 
we are doing,” said Fish.

For more about MCN Rein-
tegration Program information 
visit www.mcn-nsn.gov/reinte-
gration/.

Mike Pence meets with tribal entities from across America at the Nations Capital. Tony Fish is found center and in the third row from the back. 
                                  (Submission)
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Let’s protect hardworking Oklahomans. Join the fight at

THAT’S

100% clean indoor air laws are one of the simplest, 

cheapest and most effective ways to protect employees  
and patrons from dangerous secondhand smoke.

MANY OKLAHOMANS 
ARE STILL EXPOSED TO 
SECONDHAND SMOKE  
AT WORK.

SUBMISSIONS
EAGLE WATCH

Tulsa Audubon’s Annual Eagle 
Watch and Raptor Rally will be on 
Jan. 25 from 9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
at Jenks High School, Building 6. 
Separate programs will be running 
simultaneously for families with 
younger children and adults/older 
children.

Live raptors will be showcased 
for all.  This is a FREE event for the 
public!  Please check tulsaaudubon.
org for details.

The Eagle Watch will take place 
on the same day from 8:00-9:00 on 
the Jenks Pedestrian Bridge.

TCIC BINGO
Bingo and Food Sale on Friday, 

February 7th at Tulsa Creek Indian 
Community, 8611 S. Union Ave, 
Tulsa, OK. The Food Sale begins at 
6 p.m. and Bingo is at 7 p.m.  The 
cost to play Bingo is $15 for a Big 
Packet, $10 Small Packet, $1 for Spe-
cials. Concession provided by Tulsa 
Indian Club, menu TBA.  For any 
information contact the TCIC office 
at 918-298-2464.

Summer Youth Now 
Accepting Applications
The Muscogee (Creek) Nation 

Employment and Training are 
taking applications for students ages 
16-21. To apply to be a summer 
youth worker, go to: http://bit.ly/
MCNSY2020. Applications will be 
taken until March 31, 2020.

To apply to be a summer youth 
work site, email at: eta@mcn-nsn.
gov or call: 918-732-7773. Applica-
tions will be taken until January 31, 
2020.

Phillip Coon
 Doc Screening

Admission is free to the public 
for a special screening of a movie 
screening of Phillip W. Coon a doc-

umentary by Jacob Floyd at the 
Orpheum Theatre, 210 W. 7th St., 
Okmulgee on Thursday, Jan. 16 at 
7:00pm.

The event is hosted by MCN 
Cultural Center & Archives. For 
more information, please contact 
Cultural Center & Archives at 918-
549-2434.

All Indian 
Livestock Show 

All Creek Youth  in Oklahoma 
and all Native Youth in Okmul-
gee, Muskogee, McIntosh, Hughes, 
Okfuskee, Creek, Tulsa Wagnor, 
Mayes, Rogers, and Seminole 
Counties are invited to pre-register 
for the All-Indian Livestock Show. 
The event takes place Jan. 24-26 at 
the Okfuskee County Fairgrounds. 
Entire Show 100% Payback and free 
t-shirts for pre-registering. For more 
information contact Billy Haltom at 
918-732-7628. 

Mvskoke Mentors
Mvskoke Nation Youth Services 

is taking applications for Mvskoke 
Mentees. Mentees must attend 
Wetumka Public Schools and be in 
grades 6-8.

Would you be that person to help 
make a difference in a youth’s life? 
Could you devote one hour a week 
with this person?

Mvskoke Nation Youth Services 
will be hosting orientation meetings 
for those interested in becoming a 
Mvskoke Mentors.

MNYS will host orientation 
meeting at Wetumka Indian Com-
munity.For more information con-
tact 918-549-2557.

 VITA Income 
Tax Program

This free tax preparation is by 
appointment only. Please call the 
MCN Department of Commerce at 
(918) 549-2607 for more informa-
tion or to schedule your appoint-
ment.

LEGALS  

June 6, 1945 – Dec. 12, 2019
Ms. Charlene Lovelace in her 

74th Season, peacefully made her 
Earthly Transition on December 12, 
2019 in Glenpool, Oklahoma.

Services were held on Dec. 28, 
2019 at the Eleventh Hour First Bap-
tist Church South in Beggs. 

The Order of the Eastern Star 
Service was held Dec. 27, 2019 at the 
Tulsa Chapel. 

OBITUARIES 
CHARLENE LOVELACE

March 25, 1956 - Dec.  27, 2019
Rachel H. Kingfisher passed 

away on Friday, December 27th, 
2019 in Tahlequah, Oklahoma at the 
age of 63.

Rachel was born on March 
25th, 1956 to Nancy Mae (Harjo) 
and Freeman Harjo in McIntosh 
County.

Rachel is survived by her hus-
band; Terry Kingfisher of the home; 
two daughters Nicca and Stepha-
nie Kingfisher of Tahlequah, Okla-
homa. Two grandchildren Ema-
leigh Kingfisher French and Ryanne 
KIngfisher both of Tahlequah, Okla-
homa. Sister Norma Harjo Chalakee 
of Humble, Texas and brother Frank 
Harjo of Oktaha, Oklahoma.A wake 
service was held on Jan. 3 at Hickory 

RACHEL H. KINGFISHER

Ground #1 Indian Baptist Church 
with Mitchell Taylor officiating.

Funeral Services were held on 
Jan. 4 at Hickory Ground #1 Ceme-
tery. Services were under the direc-
tion of Integrity Funeral Service of 
Henryetta, Oklahoma.

CMN TAKES A FIELD TRIP TO THE HOMELANDS 

MACON, Georgia- College 
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
(CMN) took 14 students, with teach-
ers and staff on a bus to Georgia and 
Alabama where they experienced a 
part of their Muscogee (Creek) cul-
ture.

CMN selected students enrolled 
in the Field Lab in Mvskoke Culture 
class to travel for a week to locations 
of historic importance to the Mus-
cogee (Creek) people. This field trip 
comes after additions to the curric-
ulum that includes new classes and 
degree programs that continue to 
draw citizens and non-citizens to the 
school. 

“When you go visit [Mound-
ville], it doesn’t look like anything 
much, but when you look at the 
actual map of the original layout 
which they believe it actually looked 
like it was much bigger, much 
greater. The mounds that are left 
there are nothing compared to what 
used to be back then,” said CMN 
Gaming student, Killian Taylor.

CMN instructor, Eugene Herrod 
and Tribal Services instructor and 
Project Cultural Team member, 
Mackie Moore, both chaperoned 
students on their travels.

“This trip was made possible 
because of a National Foundation 
for Humanities grant that we got. 
It’s allowing us to take our class-
room education to the field. We 
talk about history and we talk about 
these locations in multiple differ-
ent courses but now we get to take 
our students to these places,” said 
Moore.

Moundville Archaeological 
Park at the University of Alabama is 
home to early Mississippian culture 
on Black Warrior River near the city 
of Tuscaloosa. 

Horseshoe Bend National Mil-
itary Park became the pivotal 
moment in 1814 for the MCN when 
they fought and experience a great 
loss that was a part of the War of 

MANY OF THE CMN STUDENTS VISIT HISTORIC MONUMENT FOR FIRST TIME
T.C. Buck
REPORTER

Student Brittany Herman took a snapshot of cuko (house) at Macon, Georgia as a part of her 
class at College of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Field Lab in Mvskoke Culture.  (Submission)

1812. 
Etowah Indian Mounds, a 

54-acre archaeological site in Car-
tersville, GA, holds prehistoric sites 
located on the north shore of the 
Etowah River.

Ocmulgee Mounds National 
Historical Park is home to 17,000 
years of continuous human hab-
itation. Oral accounts of Mus-
cogee (Creek) origins speak on how 
ancestors came to this location after 
a long walk and called it their home.

“To make it to ancestral home-
lands and significant historical 
places of their ancestors is going to 
be an awesome experience because 
anytime I go to those places, to me 
it feels like you are in the presence of 
those people. It gives you a different 
aspect of the history instead of just 
reading about it you can really feel 
it,” said Moore. 

The Treaty of Cusseta was a 
treaty between the government of 
the United States and the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation that was signed 
March 24, 1832. This treaty ceded 
all Creek claims east of the Missis-
sippi River, which lead to the Trail 
of Tears for the MCN.

By participating in the field trip, 
students must complete presenta-
tions over their experiences.

“They have a choice of medium 
that they can do their presenta-
tion either video, power point, or a 
paper with photographs. Each one 
has to do a presentation or they 
also have the opportunity to team 
up with one other individual to do 
a two person presentation,” said 
Herrod.

Shelby Donathan, 20, is study-
ing Tribal Services at CMN. She 
shared her experience in enviro-
mental analysis.

“We were taking soil and water 
samples to compare to what it 
would be like here,” Donathan said. 
“Just to compare how our crops 
might have been and how that 
could have affected us.” 

“We found a nice spring and it 
had a lot of clay that they would use 
to help build the mounds.”

CMN will continue to offer this 
field trip for the next two years.

For more information about 
CMN classes visit their website at: 
www.cmn.edu.

For more information about 
Moundville Archaeological Park 
visit the website at: www.moundville.
museums.ua.edu.For more informa-
tion about Etowah Indian Mounds 
visit the website at: www.gastate-
parks.org/etowahindianmounds.
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