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THE 2021 MCN SCHOLARSHIP 
PAGEANT TO BE HELD VIRTUAL 
SIX MVSKOKE WOMEN WILL COMPETE TO SERVE AS 
THE NEXT AMBASSADOR FOR THE MUSCOGEE NATION 
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HONOR WALK HELD 
TO RAISE AWARENESS 
FOR MMIP
CITIZENS CAME TOGETHER TO 
HONOR VICTIMS AND BRING 
AWARENESS TO MMIP 

OKMULGEE, Oklahoma 
– In recent years, May 5 has 
been recognized as a day of 
recognition for Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous People. 

A proclamation came from 
President Biden, stating that 
May 5 would be the dedicated 
national day of recognition. 
The Muscogee Nation was 
mentioned in the proclama-
tion for the efforts put forth 
in the initiatives and projects 
regarding MMIP. 

The Muscogee Nation 
held an honor walk to sup-
port and spread the aware-
ness of MMIP. Supporters 
were asked to wear red that 
day and many sported masks 
that pictured a red hand print 

Pictured from left to right top row are Miss MCN’s contestants Tema 
Yargee, Katee Colbert and Claudia McHenry. Pictured from left to right 
bottom row are Jr. Miss MCN’s contestants Gabrielle Noriega, Sutv Harjo 
and Kayton Bruner.                (Submission) 

OKMULGEE, Okla-
homa– The 2021 Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation Scholarship 
Pageant will be held virtually 
this year to continue safety 
measures.

According to the Mvskoke 
Royalty Facebook page, the 
pageant was created to pro-
vide an educational scholar-
ship opportunity for young 
Mvskoke women. Through 
this pageant Mvskoke women 
develop their sense of self con-
fidence, poise, public speaking 
skills, social skills, further cul-
tural knowledge and knowl-
edge of Muscogee history, cus-
toms and traditions. 

Weeks before pageant 
time, the royalty coordinator 
and committee gathered the 
contestants for a weekend of 
retreat. This year the royalty 
retreat was held at the Col-
lege of the Muscogee Nation. 
The theme name was ‘Royal-
tea Retreat.’

“We named it Royaltea, 
with a tea setting for our girls 
like they were going to a tea,” 
Royalty Coordinator LuAnn 
Bear said. “We had differ-
ent classes to get them ready. 
They were given handouts 
over impromptu questions, 
what to expect and what not to 
do. We gave a quiz and essay 
which gets them ready for the 
pageant.” 

Some of the past royalty 
joined the retreat and was able 

over the mouth, a well-known 
image that represents victims 
of MMIP. 

Citizens, employees and 
community members were 
invited to participate in an the 
walk around the trial located 
at Muscogee Nation Complex.

According to Muscogee 
Nation Family Violence Pre-
vention Program Director 
Shawn Partridge, the number 
regarding MMIP have risen 
significantly since the reser-
vation ruling. 

“This is not because now 
that we are reservation more 
violence is happening, it was 
already happening,” Par-
tridge explains. “Now our 
Lighthorse are often the first 
responders to our citizens so 
they are able to link victims 

to provide feedback and infor-
mation of what their experi-
ence was like. Bear said the 
girls felt at ease when the past 
royalty spoke to them and pro-
vided guidance. 

As the coordinator, Bear 
wants to make sure “the pag-
eant this year is easy on the 
eyes so people can watch it.” 
The pageant is going to be 
online only due to COVID-
19 policies. Bear said they 
have six young ladies who will 
be competing this year in the 
pageant. 

“Because this is a schol-
arship pageant, the winners 
will receive money,” Bear said 
about the Miss and Jr. Miss 
pageant. “They receive a silver 

crown to borrow until the 
end of term, a beaded crown, 
a trophy, a sash, a pendleton 
blanket, a cedar crown box to 
carry the crowns in, a back-
pack and duff lebag. Later on 
they will get a jacket.”

The role of the Miss and Jr. 
Miss is to serve as the ambassa-
dors of the Muscogee Nation. 
They are to serve as ambas-
sadors of education, promote 
their platform,  be a role model 
and inspiration to others, relate 
well to people of all ages, make 
personal appearances and do 
public speaking. 

The pageant will be held on 
Friday, June 4 at 7 p.m. It will 
be broad cast live on Youtube 
at Mvskoke Youth channel. 

MUSCOGEE SOLDIER HONORED IN DEDICATION   
PARTNERS BETWEEN ORGANIZATIONS AND A FATHER’S ADVOCACY HELP TO 
FIND A HOME FOR MUSCOGEE VETERAN MICHAEL K. COON’S MEMORIAL

BROKEN ARROW, Okla-
homa – May 8 was a special day 
for the Mission 22 organiza-
tion, in particularly Muscogee 
citizen and Mission 22 Advo-
cate Michael D. Coon as a ded-
ication was held for his son, 
Michael K. Coon also a vet-
eran, who lost his life to suicide 
in 2015 due to PTSD after his 
third deployment overseas. 

Since that tragedy, father 
and veteran Michael D. Coon 
has dedicated many hours to 
honoring his son while advo-
cating for the Mission 22 orga-
nization. 

Due to his advocacy and 
through the partnerships with 
organization like the Broken 
Arrow Military History Center, 
there is now the permanent 
home for the Army Staff Sgt. 
Michael K. Coon Memorial.

“You have to continue the 
fight and that is what I have 

done with Mission 22 and 
becoming the steward of the 
memorial to bring it here to 
Broken Arrow to make it a 
National Monument,” Coon 
said. “This is the first of it kind 
for our Veterans.”

Coon said he carries great 
pride in being a steward of the 
memorial and for the Mis-
sion 22 organization. With 
the organization, Coon travels 
around the country telling the 
story of his son and spreading 
awareness for veteran suicide. 

“I am really excited about 
this,” Coon said. “We are 
finally getting the word out 
about veteran suicide aware-
ness and for our Gold Star fam-
ilies, it’s a huge priority to get 
the message out for the fami-
lies that are going through the 
same tragedy we went through 
6 years ago.”

“We just want to be a shoul-
der for them and share how we 
learned to cope.”

Morgan Taylor
REPORTER

The Michael K. Coon Memorial was surrounded by the whole family including his wife, four children, four sisters 
and several nieces and nephews who were there to honor the loving father, son, brother and uncle. 
         (Staff photo by Morgan Taylor)

Lani Hansen
SENIOR REPORTER

Morgan Taylor
REPORTER
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with necessary advocacy.” 
Partridge says that 

resources and law enforcement 
play a vital role in prevention. 

“Our law enforcement and 
advocates play such a tremen-
dous role,” Partridge said.  
They are working everyday to 

prevent our people from going 
missing or being murdered.”

Partridge said that the 
responsibly is a shared effort 
among the whole community. 

“We want to encourage 
people that it is not just about 
wearing red or a mask with a 
hand print,” Partridge said. “It 
is so important that all of us 
today, take responsibility and 

we do what we can to help 
ensure that our families, our 
communities, and our nation 
are safe.”

Programs in place at the 
Muscogee Nation FVPP help 
prevent domestic violence, 
sexual abuse and other forms 
of family/relationship dis-
putes. 

“If we can build safer com-

munities, we can help prevent 
people from going missing or 
being murdered,” Partridge 
said. 

Though recent changes 
have left victims, survivors, 
and families with many ques-
tions, these changes have 
required increased commu-
nications among tribal, state, 
and federal partners. 

For those seeking services 
or needing resources call MN 
FVPP at 918-732-7979. Addi-
tional contacts: MN District 
Court 918-758-1400 and MN 
Office of Attorney General 
918-295- 9720. 

In an emergency please 
contact the MN Lighthorse 
Tribal Police Department 
918-732-7800. 

Michael K. Coon was a third 
generation army veteran behind 
his father, Michael D. Coon, 
Vietnam-era Army paratrooper 
and his late grandfather, World 
War II veteran, ex-prisoner of 
war, Bataan Death March Sur-
vivor, Phillip Coon. 

“I know my father would 
be proud of what my son, his 
grandson turned out to be,” 
Coon said. 

Michael K. Coon was just 
33 at the time of his death. He 
had served 10 years of military 
service including deployments 
included Iraq, Afghanistan and 
the Persian Gulf. 

“Of all the stories I heard of 
my son in the military, he took 
care of his squad and his sol-
diers,” Coon said. “When they 
reached out on the day we lost 
him in 2015, it was all good 
praise of how good of a soldier 
he was.”

Michael D. Coon helped 
design and organize the unveil-
ing of his son’s memorial with 
help for funds from the Mus-
cogee Nation. Coon com-
mended Second Chief Dell 
Beaver for his advocacy for the 
project. 

According to Coon, the 
Muscogee Nation donated 
$57,000 toward the project, 
along with the Broken Arrow 
Chamber of commerce with 
a donation of $160,000 and 
Mission 22 with a donation of 
$260,000. 

Coon’s efforts will fund 
another project related to his 
son’s memorial. Broken Arrow’s 
Veterans Park will be the home 
of the Mission 22 War at Home 
National Memorial.  It will fea-
ture 20 steel silhouettes of 
fallen veterans who have lost 
their lives to suicide. 

Coon said that about 20 vet-
erans take their own life each 
day. 

“We need to step up to help 
our brothers and sisters in arms. 
We don’t even lose that many 
in battle a day,” Coon said. “We 
need to reach out to our vets 
and show them they have our 
support.”

“When they come home 
they often feel like they aren’t 
worthy anymore, but they are 
worthy because they signed on 
the dotted line to give their 
lives for our country.” 

Special guests included 
two-time Purple Heart Recip-
ient, Korean War Veteran Bill 
Chisholm. Desmond Doss Jr., 
the son of Desmond Doss who 
was WWII Medal of Honor 
Recipient and the subject of the 
famous war movie, Hacksaw 
Ridge, Chris Spence, former 
Green Beret, 9/11 Responder 
who inspired the movie 12 

Strong, Jim Belcher Jr., son 
of honorary USS Indianap-
olis survivor James Belcher. 
Family of Lori Piestawa, the 
first Native American Woman 
to die in active combat, Percy 
Piestawa (mother), Carla Pies-
tawa (daughter), and Bran-
don Whiterock (son), Princi-
pal Chief David Hill attended 
along with members of the 
National Council including 
Rep. Joyce Deere, Rep. Thom-
asine Yahola Obsorn, Rep. 
Mark Randolph, and Rep. 
Charles McHenry who led the 
dedication in prayer. 

These special guests along 

with many more were in atten-
dance including veterans, tribal 
nation officials and city offi-
cials. 

Coon gave a special thanks 
to Broken Arrow Mayor Debra 
Wimpee for accepting the 
memorial into the city, which 
also lies on the Muscogee Res-
ervation. 

The Broken Arrow Military 
History Center is located at 112 
N Main St Broken Arrow, OK. 
The 1000 pound steel silhou-
ette is now on displayed outside 
the building. 

The Muscogee Nation Transit provided transportation for those special 
guests who had flown in from around the country to be with Coon as he 
honored and dedicate the day to his son. A few of the special guest in-
cluded, Piestawa Family, Desmond Doss Jr, Chris Spence, Bill Chisholm, Jim 
Belcher, Loren Corpus, members of the Blackfeet Nation Color guard and 
other veterans and their spouses.                 (Staff photo by Morgan Taylor)

Special guests were bused from the River Spirit with a surprise stop and 
the Broken Arrow Veterans Park. The guests viewed the park where Coon’s 
next project is coming and where the Lori Piestawa Memorial is engraved 
into marble.                  (Staff photo by Morgan Taylor)

The children of the fallen soldier Michael K. Coon sat front row in their re-
served seating as their father was honored on Sat. The soldier left behind 
three young boys who are seated with their aunt, Coon’s sister. He also left 
behind a daughter who is not pictured.         (Staff photo by Morgan Taylor)

Pictured in front the Michael K. Coon Memorial from left to right stand 
the Muscogee Nation Veteran Affairs Director Kellan Bible, Principal Chief 
David Hill, Broken Arrow Mayor Debra Wimpee, and Michael D. Coon 
who is the father of Michael K. Coon and steward of the Michael K. Coon 
Memorial.                                  (Staff photo by Morgan Taylor)

The Muscogee Nation Honor Guard participated in the posting of the 
colors ceremony with Blackfeet Nation Warrior Society, Seminole Nation 
Honor Guard, and the Kiowa Black Leggins Society. 
                  (Staff photo by Morgan Taylor)

More photos on page 4
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Morgan Taylor
REPORTER
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FOUNTAINHEAD GOLF COURSE HOLDS BENEFIT GOLF 
TOURNAMENT FOR VETERANS
BENEFIT TOURNAMENT RAISES AWARENESS AS MISSION 22 PREPARES TO UNVEIL 
MICHAEL KEITH COON. MEMORIAL AT THE BROKEN ARROW MILITARY HISTORY CENTER

CHECOTAH, Okla-
homa – On April 24, Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation’s Foun-
tainhead Creek Golf Course 
opened the course for the 
Freedom Balls Charity Golf 
Tournament hosted by Eagle 
Ops organizations in part-
nership with Mission 22 to 
raise awareness for veteran 
suicide prevention. 

 Eagle Ops Difference 
Maker, Golf Coordina-
tor and Army Veteran Zach 
Walker, claims that this was 
the f irst co-beneficiary tour-
nament held by the organi-
zation and first time to use 
MCN facilities. 

 The charity event 
attracted 144 players that 
made 38 teams. All fees were 
donated to both organiza-
tions and veterans played for 
free. 

 Representative of Mission 
22 and Muscogee (Creek) cit-
izen Michael Coon spoke on 
behalf of his late son Michael 
Keith Coon. 

 “I didn’t know how to 
take veteran suicide though I 
knew he was going through 
depression,” Coon said. 
“After three deployments he 
was trying to get through it 
but still he ended up taking 
his life.”

 Because of partnerships 
between the MCN and Mis-
sion 22, Michael Keith Coon 
memorial will be erected at 
the Broken Arrow Military 
History Center on May 8. 
The 1,000-pound silhouette 
will be unveiled of Michael 
Keith Coon and other fallen 

Eagle Ops Rep. Stacy Hester, Second Chief Dell Beaver, Mission 22 Rep. Michael Coon, Eagle Ops Rep. Jonathan Shepard, and Muscogee Veteran Monte 
Randall were just a few supporting and fighting to end Veteran Suicide.              (Staff photo by Morgan Taylor)

soldiers to suicide on behalf 
of Mission 22. 

 According to Coon, 
Second Chief Del Beaver 
helped advocate for the 
organization. Beaver was in 
attendance and spoke about 
the collaboration. 

 “I knew this was some-
thing we had to get behind as 
a tribe,” Beaver said. “We are 
fully behind what Michael is 
doing and we are fully behind 
our veterans. On behalf of 

the Creek Nation we support 
you (veterans) and what you 
have sacrif iced.”

“It doesn’t go unnoticed 
and it doesn’t go unappreci-
ated. We love you guys.” 

Beaver asked those veter-
ans in attendance to always 
reach out for help.

 “Whatever we can do to 
help you; Please reach out to 
us and we will do what we 
can.”

 As a part of the event 

introduction, Eagle Ops 
“runs three pillars” to kick 
off the tournament. 

 One of the pillars was 
to take an oath that partici-
pants said together.

 “I promise to my fellow 
service members, veter-
ans, and families that when 
facing my demons I will not 
take my own life, but I will 
reach out to my battle buddy 
because the battle cannot be 
won alone.” 

 “To connect veterans to 
resources is our number one 
goal,” Walker said. “To reach 
one more.”

 Resources for veterans 
can be found at mission22.
org, eagleops.org, or contact 
MCN VASO. 

 These organizations hold 
events that bring veterans 
together, connect them to 
resources, and allow them to 
get involved in their commu-
nities. 

SEPT 15 & 16, 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM
EACH DAY

EARLY IN PERSON VOTING

SEPTEMBER 18, 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM
2021 PRIMARY ELECTION

ABSENTEE BALLOT &
REGISTRATION

REQUESTING DEADLINE 
AUGUST 25 @ 5:00 PM

FOR PRECINCT WORKER

POSITIONS FOR THE

2021 ELECTION

 https://www.muscogeenation.com/services/election-board/
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

MCN Election Office
PO BOX 580 

Okmulgee, ok 74447
election@mcn-election.com

T: 918-732-7631

The single shot vaccine was briefly paused by the CDC but determined safe for use as examination of data. MCN-
DOH reports no adverse effects among patients who received the vaccine.      (J&J Shutterstock)

Morgan Taylor
REPORTER

MCNDOH REPORTS NO ADVERSE EFFECTS
TRIBAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT CLOSELY MONITORS JANSSEN RECIPIENTS; CDC 
SIGNS OFF ON CONTINUED USE OF THE COVID-19 VACCINE

The Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) and the Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) announced a recom-
mendation to pause the use of 
the Johnson & Johnson J&J/
Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine 
in the U.S. on April 13.

 According to MCN 
Department of Health 
Chief Performance Officer 
Shoneen Alexander Ross, the 
MCN Department of Health 
started administering the 
J&J Janssen COVID-19 vac-
cine in Feb. and less than 500 
doses were received. 

 Ross said that the MCN 
Department of Health did 
comply with the pause that 
was announced on April 13. 

 The vaccine was paused 
due to reports of a rare and 
severe type of blood clot that 
occurred six to 13 days after 
patients had received the J&J 
Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine. 

 “At that particular time 
we did not know what would 
happen in terms of the pause,” 
Ross explains. “We actually 
started to call our patients 
and check on the patients. 

“We have not had any 
instances of this particular 
blood clot or symptoms show 
up in our patient population.”

 According to www.cdc.
gov, all reports were among 
women ages 18-48. 

Nearly seven million doses 
of the vaccine have been 
administered in the U.S. thus 
far.

 The issue was taken 
to the Advisory Commit-

tee on Immunization Prac-
tices (ACIP) to discuss any 
adverse events regarding the 
vaccine. 

 The CDC and FDA offi-
cially lifted the pause on 
April 23 and the MCNDOH 
has continued to adminis-
ter the vaccine. CDC claims 
there is not enough evidence 
to determine the vaccine 
is related to or caused this 
health issue. 

“One of the things we have 
implemented for patients 
who would receive the J&J 
Janssen Vaccine is asking 
if they are aware of these 
adverse events,” Ross said. 
“We are especially concerned 
about those women under the 
age of 50 so we have made it 
a practice to have those con-
versations before we admin-
ister any vaccines.” 

 Vaccine receivers who 
have surpassed the three-
week mark of the date of 
the vaccine are at a low risk 
for developing a blood clot. 
Other symptoms should be 
monitored including head-
ing, fainting, seizure, abdom-
inal pain, chest pain, stom-
ach pain, leg pain or swelling, 
and shortness of breath.

 “If someone is experi-
encing these symptoms, they 
should seek care right away,” 
Ross said. “Especially if they 
have had the J&J Vaccine 
within the last few weeks.” 

 MCNDOH has three 
options of COVID-19 Vac-
cines. Citizens should visit 
with their healthcare pro-
vider to see which best suits 
individual health needs as 
blood clots can be serious.
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HAVE YOU BEEN CHARGED WITH
A CRIME IN TRIBAL COURT? 

STINNETT LAW
404 East Dewey Avenue, Suite No. 100
Sapulpa, OK 74066
carla@stinnettlaw.com

CARLA R. STINNETT, ESQ.

As a Muscogee (Creek) Nation Citizen with 20 
years of Criminal Defense Experience, I can help.

Call Stinnett Law at 918.227.1177

TULSA BALLET CENTER AUDITIONS FOR THE NUTCRACKER
A BRAND NEW PRODUCTION OF THE NUTCRACKER IS COMING TO THE TULSA 
BALLET CENTER AND IS CALLING ON STUDENTS TO PREREGISTER TO AUDITION

TULSA, Oklahoma – On 
May 24-26 and July 18, the 
Tulsa Ballet will hold open 
auditions for local children 
ages 6-17 for a brand new pro-
duction of The Nutcracker. 

Auditions will take place 
at the Tulsa Ballet’s Brookside 
Campus with safety protocols 
in effect. 

Preregistration is required 
along with a $15 fee per child 
for auditions. Students can 
preregister until the day of 
auditions. 

The new production will 
make its World Premiere at 
the Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center on Dec. 10-23. 

Students will have the 
opportunity to audition 
for over 100 available roles 
including baby mice, toy sol-
diers, baby hawks and hawk 
angels, party children, plum 
pudding cupcakes and Fritz. 
With the new production 

comes new costumes, sets and 
choreography. 

“From the beginning of 
the process,” says Artistic 
Director Marcello Angelini. 
“The new Nutcracker was 
envisioned and engineered to 
provide plenty of roles for our 
community’s young dancers.” 

According to Angelini 
the process is designed to be 
inclusion. 

“In fact, during the plan-
ning process, we made sure 
we had every age, from six to 
seventeen, covered in the cast-
ing,” Angelini said. “ I believe 
the interaction between the 
professional company and 
young, aspiring dancers in 
the community is an essential 
function of any Nutcracker.” 

“This collaboration ful-
fills a vital role in the mis-
sion of our organization, that 
of inspiring awareness for 
the arts, and appreciation for 
dance, for future generations 
of dancers, dance lovers and 
theater goers.”

According to Tulsa Ballet 

Pictured are sketches of the costumes for the The Nutcracker.   
                            (Submission) 

Center Marketing Manager 
Bethany Kirby, there are cur-
rently around 100 students 
that have preregistered but no 
roles have been filled yet. 

Kirby said the Tulsa Ballet 
has many Native students try 
out for their productions. 

“We typically reach out to 
these organizations through 
our Center for Dance Edu-
cation,” Kirby said. “It the 
part of our organization that 
reaches out to other organi-
zations like that (Muscogee 
Nation) for performances.” 

The pandemic has 
changed things somewhat for 
this upcoming production. 

“This year is going to be 
pretty different because of 
social distancing and pro-
tocols,” Kirby said. “Even 
though the mask mandate has 
lifted we are still going to be 
requiring safety protocols.” 

“In the past we have had 
an open audition but the pre-
registration helps us monitor 
how many auditions we will 
have and allows us to create 

time slots so we can create 
more distance.” 

There is an orientation for 
parents and guardians that is 
required. 

She said, “We will begin 
rehearsals in July, typically 
we begin those a lot closer to 
time but since this is a com-
pletely different production 
then the last 15 years with a 
lot more roles than in the past 
the choreographer will come 
in early to start working with 
the children.”

Kirby said Tulsa Ballet 

Center does encourage those 
students without a ballet 
background who have wanted 
to try it to come audition. 

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for anyone who has 
wanted to try ballet, they 
are going to be working with 
professional artists of Tulsa 
Ballet.”

“This could absolutely 
open opportunities for some” 

Call (918) 749-6030 or 
visit https://tulsaballet.org/
classes/the-nutcracker-audi-
tions/ for more information.

COON
Continued from Page 2

The 1000-lb steel silhouette of the Muscogee Soldier Michael K. Coon is 
now on permanent display at the Broken Arrow Military History Center. 
The memorial project was led by the fallen soldiers father Michael D. Coon, 
with funding assistance from Muscogee Nation, Broken Arrow Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Mission 22 organization. 
                                  (Staff photo by Morgan Taylor)

At the foot of the memorial, words to Michael K. Coon from his family and 
from fellow soldiers are preserved in a placard. Coon was an army staff 
sergeant who served in the military for 10 years, which included 3 tours. 
According to father, he was well respected among his soldier brothers and 
sisters.                                    (Staff photo by Morgan Taylor)

918.732.7768 • BDAWSON@MVSKOKEMEDIA.COM

918.732.7768 • BDAWSON@MVSKOKEMEDIA.COM

Morgan Taylor
REPORTER
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$500 WEEKLY CASH DRAWINGS
Every 15 minutes from 6PM–10PM

Random $25 Rewards Play Winners
 Earn one entry for every 50 points played.

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING
SATURDAY, MAY 29 | 10PM

Indulge with a Brand New Mercedes®

and Weekly Cash Prizes!

Life ofLuxury
GIVEAWAY

Life ofLuxury
GIVEAWAY

Guests may win one Rewards Play & cash drawing per day. Entries carry over weekly. Photo may not represent actual vehicle. 
Make, model and color may vary.  See Players Club for details on all promotions. Must be 21 to game.

P.O. BOX 1249 MUSKOGEE, OKLAHOMA 74402
918.683.1825  •  CREEKNATIONCASINOMUSCOGEE.COM

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation is committed to working with State and Federal Partners to ensure public safety on the Reservation. The 
change in jurisdictional authority and dismissal of cases by State Courts, to be filed in either Tribal and/or Federal Court, is likely to leave 
victims/survivors/families with many questions. These changes require increased communication amongst Tribal, State and Federal 
partners and ultimately require increased communication to victims and their familes, of which the MCN is committed  to providing.

For questions regarding cases, updates, supportive services or other information, please refer all crime victims to:

Providing confidential services to Native and non-Native victims/survivors of a variety of violent crimes to promote safety, healing and justice.
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Pictured is the results and chart data of a survey conducted by Mvskoke 
Media on the topic of the new branding logo launched by the Mvskoke 
Nation.              (MN File Photo)

Muscogee (Creek) Nation citizens can recieve a full traditional funeral service with no extra cost to families.

This package includes:

  - Complete services including viewing/visitation, wake service & funeral service

  - Casket

  - Outside Container

  - Stationary Package

  - Temporary Marker

  - Death Certificate

  - Cemetery Set Up (tent, chairs, etc.)

Funeral Home Amenities:
  - Large Chapels
  - Viewing Rooms
  - Family Lounges with Live Audio/Video feeds
  - Help with completing all burial applications
  - Lighthorse Escorts
  - Grave Opening

ZERO BALANCE POSSIBLE FOR FAMILIES!

(This package is valued at $4,500)

2 LOCATIONS!     OKEMAH  |  918-623-1221  |  301 N. 3RD STREET  &  WETUMKA  |  405-452-4007  |  403 S. MAIN STREET

To the Editor,
I am not an easily offended 

person.  You want to call me 
an “Apple” fine!  But remov-
ing the “Creek” part of my 
heritage to appease the meek 
sensibility of a few overly 
sensitive tribal members is 
removing my national and 
natural Indian tribal Identity.  

Many times I have been 
in the Hall of Flags at the 
US Capital.  I have searched 

out the f lags of the “Creek” 
Nation, my tribe.  As well 
as the f lags of the Cherokee, 
Seminole (formerly Creek’s), 
Chickasaw and Choctaw 
nations, all members of the 
“Five Civilized Tribes.” 

I certainly don’t think we 
as native people referred to 
ourselves as the “Civilized” 
tribes.  What about the “Five 
Civilized Tribes Museum” a 
common trip for most Creek 

children to get a good glimpse 
into their heritage.  Will this 
now be changed as well, to 
appease the overly sensitive 
minority of fear mongering 
citizens?  

What about the Seminole?  
They were once “Creeks,” 
who did not chose to surren-
der after the battle at Horse-
shoe Bend (Tohopeka) in 

LETTER - 7

NEW BRANDING CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED BY MUSCOGEE NATION
THE TRIBE IS REMOVING “CREEK” FROM IT’S MARKETING MATERIALS AS PART OF A 
DECOLONIZED REPRESENTATION STRATEGY

OKMULGEE, Okla-
homa— The Muscogee 
Nation has announced the 
launch of a new brand iden-
tity that coincides with the 
affirmed status as a reserva-
tion.

“The identity of the Nation 
and how we’re viewed in the 
public has been discussed sev-
eral times over the years,” 
Principal Chief David Hill 
said. “With this announce-
ment coinciding with our new 
era as an affirmed reserva-
tion, we thought the timing 
was right for an update on our 
brand.”

This campaign is not an 
official name change or a 
removal of the tribe’s seal, 
both of which are protected 
by the Constitution. The seal 
is intended for legal docu-
ments and anything repre-
senting the government, such 
as legislation, proclamations 
and executive orders. In many 
places, the seal and logo will 
appear together. The name 
in all official business will 
still be the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation. This initiative is solely 
focused on the marketing and 
branding of the Nation to the 
public.

“We’re changing the gen-
eral public’s perception of who 
we are and what we do,” Mus-
cogee Nation Creative Man-
ager Brian OnTheHill said. 
“The British coined the mis-
nomer ‘Creek.’ When this 
alias appears in parentheses 
alongside the proper name of 
the Nation it creates confusion 
among the general public. In 
order to solidify the Nation’s 
identification and keep the 
connection to the tribal seal, 
we focused the brand on Mus-
cogee.”

OnTheHill, a Muscogee 
citizen, created the new logo 
and took inspiration from 
Mississippian design on pot-
tery and shell carvings, to 

connect the Nation’s current 
status to its history.

Each of the logo’s four 
components has a longer limb 
and each of them reach toward 
the other, just as many Missis-
sippian motifs intertwine, to 
form a whole. This is in refer-
ence to the union of the Mus-
cogee-speaking tribal towns 
to create the Creek Confeder-
acy and our maintained con-
nectedness as a people. The 
four pieces of the logo refer to 
the sacred number within tra-
ditional Muscogee doctrine. 
Four represents balance, as in 
the symmetrical shape of the 
logo.

“We are not denying our 
history,” OnTheHill said. 
“We are declaring our own 
identity.”

The URL of the tribe’s 
website has also changed 
(www.muscogeenation.com) 
to ref lect consistency with 
the branding update, and a 
new website design is in pro-
cess. The Nation celebrated 
the reveal with new televi-
sion spots, branded masks 
for all employees and other 
marketing initiatives to be 
announced.

Mvskoke Media conducted 
a public survey on the topic 
to see what tribal citizens 
thought of the new branding 
effort. 

Of the 135 people who par-
ticipated in the survey online, 

Pictured above is a photo of t-shirts sporting the new logo that is on sale 
now with tourism and recreation.                (Submission)

more than 95% percent of 
those surveyed self identified 
as citizens of the tribe.  

Of those polled, 48% said 
that they thought the brand-
ing ref lected the culture of 
the tribe. About  34% did 
not think it was accurate and 
14% had no preference on how 
the Nation pursued branding 
commercial interests.  

One of the complaints that 
citizens took to social media 
was that they wondered if the 
branding efforts changed the 
name of the tribe.  Of those 
participating in the survey, 
more than 56% of the citizens 
understood the branding was 
relegated to marketing pur-
poses, 34.9% thought that the 
branding was an official name 
change of the tribe, 8.5% were 
unsure. 

Citizens participating in 
the survey were asked if they 
thought rebranding efforts 
would have an impact on the 
public perception of justice 
in “Indian Country.”  Over 
56% of those surveyed did not 
believe the branding efforts 
would affect public percep-
tion of justice, 19.5% per-
cent thought that it could 
and 32.8% were unsure of the 
effects. 

One of the survey partic-
ipants commented saying, 
“Advertising hasn’t caused 
conversation like a new 
iPhone, but I was asked about 

the rebranding by a stranger 
today who was curious while I 
was in Oklahoma City. With 
the McGirt case still fresh 
nationally, now seems like a 
good time to strike.”

Another stated, “I think 
re-branding is probably the 
least of our priorities at a time 
our sovereignty is being bom-

barded by the State of Okla-
homa.” 

Mvskoke Media has 
launched a new digital sub-
scription option. Along with 
the digital subscription cit-
izens can participate in sur-
veys and share opinions.  To 
take advantage call 918-732-
7720 to learn more.

Angel Ellis
DIRECTOR
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LETTER
Continued from Page 6

Robert Fixico Jr was born 
in Spaulding, Oklahoma on 
April 22nd, 1948 and was 
nicknamed “Watty” after 
his grandpa. Wyney Bruner 
gave him his nickname. 
Watty grew up on “Fixico 
Hill” in Spaulding, OK in 
the old timey ways where 
the homestead language was 
all Mvskoke “Creek” and 
English was non-existent 
until he attended school in 
Spaulding.

Watty graduated from 
Holdenville High School 
and then went on to OSU 
A&M Okmulgee where he 
studied drafting and boiler 
technology for 4 terms. 
In 1968, Watty joined the 
United States Navy and 
was a proud Vietnam Vet-
eran. He was honorably 
discharged in 1972. Upon 
returning from the military, 
he settled back in Okla-
homa where he continued to 

get back to the normal way 
of life. He eventually mar-
ried, had two kids and made 
a career at Tinker Air Force 
Base from where he retired 
from.

Because of his military 
background, talents, skills 
and trades, Watty was a nat-
ural leader. In 1984, he was 
chosen to be a traditional 
2nd Chief at Apekv-Tal-
ladegi ceremonial ground, 
a lifetime position. Watty 
also served a term of 4 years 
at New Tulsa Ceremonial 
Grounds as the Helish-hya 
as he was asked to help their 
ground out and get it going. 
Watty was always willing 
to help and loved the cer-
emonial grounds. He sac-
rif iced a lot of summers, 
weekends, ball games and 
time away from his family 
to carry the traditional way 
of life on. Watty returned to 
his position at Apekv-Talla-
degi for a period before his 
health declined and could 
no longer partake.

You could f ind Watty 
outside at his house he built, 
remodeling projects, fabri-
cating tools and f ine tuning 
his carpentry craft. He 
enjoyed buying dirt cheap 
trucks and restoring them 
in his garage. He had good 
vision and shot for perfec-
tion. His f inal project was 
his beautiful tiny house he 
built from scratch. He loved 
his family dearly and espe-
cially enjoyed the family get 
togethers the most when 
everybody came down to 
hang out with him on Sun-
days. He was looking for-
ward to his birthday get 
together with his family. 

OBITUARIES

Robert Fixico Jr
April 22, 1948 - April 24, 2021

He loved to laugh and crack 
jokes.

Watty is proceeded in 
death by his father, Robert 
“Spahecha” Fixico Sr., 
mother, Mamie (Thomp-
son) Fixico, younger brother 
Johnny Fixico, younger 
sister Jannette Fixico, and 
nephew Preston Meely.

He is survived by his 
two older sisters; Eliza-
beth Meely, Anna Culley, 
younger sister Susie Wind 
and Delois Raulston, who 
grew up with his family in 
Spaulding. Also, two chil-
dren, Robby Fixico, Brooki 
Fixico, 5 grandkids, Nya 
Beasley, Tarran Beasley, 
Jackson Fixico, Kayden 
Fixico, Macen Fixico, and 
one daughter in-law Kristi 
Fixico. Plus, his nephews, 
nieces and a host of close 
family members who he 
liked to call on the phone.

Pallbearers: Nephews: 
Mekko Ray Meely, Robert 
“Bon” Culley, Arnold Meely, 
Travis Wind, Jason Fixico, 
William Fixico, Russell 
Wind, Martin Wind, and 
Alex Tainpeah. Honorary 
Pallbearers: Louis Hicks, 
Joe Hicks, Jeremiah Hicks, 
Robert Hicks, Ray Jackson, 
Kevin King, Jess Freeman, 
Ralph Gray, and Mekko 
George Thompson.

Wake service was held 
April 26, at Hudson-Phil-
lips Funeral Home Chapel.

Graveside service were 
April 27, at Holdenville 
Cemetery, Holdenville, 
Oklahoma with Rev Frank 
Moppin off iciating. Ser-
vices under the direction 
of Hudson-Phillips Funeral 
Home.

TO THE EDITOR,
 Good morning, I hope this 

letter finds you well. My name is 
Maleah Coffey, and I am a stu-
dent at the University of Okla-
homa Tulsa campus. I just com-
pleted an assignment that requires 
me to reach out to a media outlet 
that would be interested in the 
publication of a bill that we were 
required to advocate for. The bill 
that I am advocating for is House 
Bill 3345, Ida’s Law. 

This bill is relating to miss-
ing and murdered indigenous 
persons. This bill is directed for 
the Oklahoma State Bureau of 
Investigation to coordinate with 
United States Justice; directing 
Bureau to pursue federal funding; 
directing Bureau to create Office 
of Liaison between the nations in 
the state and federal authorities 
in assisting to help families and 
tribal agencies with cases that 
continue to pile up. 

There is more to this bill and 
with the right channels we can 
bring light to others about how 
important it is to locate the men, 

women, and children that are 
missing or to help solve the cases 
for those who have lost their lives. 
Not just within our home state 
but other states across the coun-
try. This whole country was built 
with the solidarity and the rich 
cultures of Native and Indige-
nous people far and wide.

I personally have experienced 
the beginning signs of abuse and 
trauma that fortunately did not 
end in tragedy. I however, suf-
fered from being turned away 
from other nations because I 
was not of their tribe or the tribe 
located where I was living during 
my abuse, held members of the 
family that knew I was being 
abused and did nothing or turned 
their heads from me. 

I want to let others know how 
important it is to know that they 
matter. Help is out there and that 
they will not be turned away and 
that they will be heard. I have 
a daughter who is a product of 
domestic violence and has seen 
things that most children her age 
do not. I want to protect her from 

situations that enabled my abuser 
and teach her to never stay silent.  

I just ask if you could please 
take the time out to look at the 
information I have provided 
about this bill so many of our 
citizens and fellow tribes will 
know how important it is to save 
the lives of our people and pro-
vide closure to the families who 
are hurting. We all need to heal 
during this difficult time we live 
in. 

I have attached some publica-
tions that we created in our Social 
Problems class at the University 
of Oklahoma Tulsa with instruc-
tor Dallas Pettigrew. I am excited 
to have provided this information 
to you at this time, especially with 
the proclamation for Murdered 
and Missing Indigenous Peo-
ples day that was just given by the 
President of the United States. I 
want to thank you for your time 
and consideration. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to reach out. 

MVTO, 
Maleah Coffey

Alabama. A battle field 
that my daughter and I have 
walked without tour guides or 
state officials.  And we talked 
about the f lood and how the 
tribe was trapped in the bend 
of the creek after two days of 
heavy rain in 1814.  We have 
stood on the very banks that 
were once f looded with the 
swollen creek at their backs 
and the cannons of Andrew 
Jackson’s Army at their front. 

Some “Creeks” took to 
the creek to avoid capture or 
death.  Some drowned in the 
creek, those who survived 
and f led to Florida, those 
who would not surrender 
were called the “Red Stick 
Creeks,” now known as the 
Seminole.  

Perhaps, our tribe will 
once again lose the fight-
ing spirit of its people and 
those who will not be ruled 

by lambs will become the 
6th member of the Civilized 
Tribes and be known merely 
as “Creeks.” I take great pride 
in my native ancestry; I do 
not understand the need to 
conform to the will of others.  

We should be fighting 
for legal rights to our lands 
opened by the McGirt ruling.  
We should be pushing for 
legal rights to collect ad 
valorem taxes on these lands 
and we should not be negoti-
ating for beads from Gover-
nor Stitt for the price of our 
land, our heritage and our 
sovereignty.  

If the Creek people want 
to remove the “White” ways 
from their past then do it 
by changing the future. 
Start “Forward” thinking 
instead of being bound by 
the chains of the past.  Take 
pride in the fact that a sports 
team has a mascot called the 
“Indians” or “Red Skins” or 
“Chiefs.” These are symbols 

of pride and power for those 
teams and are used in a pos-
itive ways to instill pride and 
power into the supporters of 
those teams.  

It would be one thing if 
these names were being used 
in a derogatory manor but 
they aren’t, they are being 
used as symbols of pride and 
power.  My “CREEK” ances-
try is a name that means pride 
and power to me.  The creek 
gave us water, fish, irrigation 
and during the attack in 1814 
it gave life to those who over-
came its power. If tribal gov-
ernment would take the time 
to ask its citizens, I would 
think, several other tribal 
members, as I have talked to 
several today, would feel the 
same way I do.  We ARE 
Muscogee “CREEK” Indi-
ans.  

You may print this in your 
paper if you want.
Jason McPeak 
Muscogee “Creek” Nation Citizen
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ACCOUNT
NUMBER

PROGRAM NAME/
ACCOUNT NAME

AMOUNT
BUDGETED EXPENDED ENCUMBERED CASH BALANCE

TOTAL 160,506,303.67 148,940,048.35 17,262,029.07 -5,695,773.75

0.00
0.00

86,000.00
0.00

10,449.00
49,187.20

PRINCIPAL CHIEF
Salary & Wages-FT

Salary & Wages-O/T over 1.5
Salary & Wages-PT/Other

Fringe-FT
Fringe-PT/Other

Donations/Contributions

 -   
 -   

86,000.00
 -   

10,449.00
10,000.00

 -   
 -   
 -   
 -   
 -   
 -   

 -   
 -   
 -   
 -   
 -   

39,187.20

50000
50020
50100
51000
51100
56010

SECRETARY OF NATION
Contractual

Construction
Grants

9,245,034.70
1,400.00

305,310.85
7,394,884.91

1,400.00
180,114.32

1,848,721.23
 -   
 -   

1,428.56
 -   

125,196.53
54000
58010
59220

TOURISM & RECREATION
Supplies

Food Purchases
Incidentals

1,537.38
681,025.44

4,048.79
1,537.38

670,043.79
4,048.79

 -   
 -   
 -   

 -   
 10,981.65 

 -   

53000
59050
59440

CONTRACTING EMPLOYMENT
Supplies

Communications - Other
Grants

1,700.00
3,000.00

6,825,910.80
1,691.75

80.40
5,009,292.89

-
 -   
 -  

8.25
2,919.60

1,816,617.91
53000
55210
59220

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Supplies

Software/Licenses
Contractual

Communications- Other
Bldg Maint/Repairs

Equipment

716,070.56
1,047,630.11

363,594.25
250,620.89
124,818.95

3,535,033.48

418,797.10
923,310.84

54,626.40
50,620.89
49,897.92

1,753,689.22

231,949.41
59,879.00
98,269.85

 -   
48,293.43

1,764,508.59

65,324.05
64,440.27

210,698.00
200,000.00

26,627.60
16,835.67

53000
53010
54000
55210
55300
85500

FLEET MANAGEMENT
Salary & Wages - FT

Salary & Wages - PT/Other
Fringe - FT

Fringe - PT/Other
Supplies

Postage/Shipping
Bldg Maint/Repairs

Vehicles
Equipment

20,000.00
13,291.20
20,199.00

1,600.96
3,159,942.83

50,000.00
315.00

151,476.00
158,000.00

1058.13
13,291.20

637.74
1,600.96

1,452,903.70
33,148.50

 -   
146,021.00

85,016.00

 -   
 -   
 -   
 -   

117,165.00
 -   
 -   
 -   
 -   

18,941.87
 -   

 19,561.26 
 -   

1,589,874.13
16,851.50

315.00
5,455.00

72,984.00

50000
50100
51000
51100
53000
53290
55300
85400
85500

SOCIAL SERVICES
Salary & Wages - FT

Salary & Wages - O/T Over 1.5
Fringe - FT

Supplies
Contractual

Indirect Costs
Direct Assist - Income Support

Direct Assist - Hardship

94,073.60
14,175.00
61,228.22

5,502.79
465,411.29

 -   
56,333,581.41
36,119,588.07

94,073.60
14,175.00
61,228.22

5,466.79
407,128.64

14,329.74
56,230,500.00
35,810,900.00

 -   
 -   
 -   

36.00
9,294.24

 -   
 -   
 -   

 -   
 -   
 -   
 -   

48,988.41
-14,329.74
103,081.41
308,688.07

50000
50020
51000
53000
54000
57000
59071
59072

SECRETARY OF EDUCATION
Salary& Wages- FT

Salary& Wages - O/T over 1.5
Fringe - FT

Supplies
Stipends/Honorariums

Indirect Costs
Direct Assistance - Ed Support

3,018.44
73,329.31
42,925.42

779,513.00
25,000.00

 -   
2,180,488.29

2,871.38
73,195.99
43,845.82

539,918.88
10,000.00
10,884.72

2,177,938.27

 -   
 -   
 -   

2,157.84
 -   
 -   
 -   

147.06
133.32

-920.40
237,436.28

15,000.00
-10,884.72

2,550.02

50000
50020
51000
53000
56030
57000
59073

MCN MEAT PROCESSING PLANT
Supplies

Architect & Engineering
Construction

Equipment

100,000.00
1,165,012.00

14,800,000.00
1,234,988.00

 -   
1,058,925.18
5,640,156.29
1,070,272.18

 -   
106,086.82

9,158,611.71
118,919.13

100,000.00
 -   

1,232.00
45,796.69

53000
85010
85170
85500

TRIBAL CONSTRUCTION
Salary & Wages - PT/Other

Fringe - PT/Other
Supplies

Architect & Engineering
Construction
Equipment

19,234.80
2,337.03

38,975.00
145,244.88

14,594,850.53
130,110.00

19,234.80
2,337.03

32,490.00
107,210.39

11,780,142.63
127,985.00

 -   
 -   
 -   
 -   

2,792,875.90
2,125.00

 -   
 -   

6,485.00
38,034.49
21,832.00

 -   

50100
51100
53000
85010
85170
85500

OFFICE OF TAX COMMISSION
Contractual

Bldg Maint/Repairs
Equipment

36,300.00
340.80

1.03
19,000.00
-1,159.20

 -   

 -   
1159.20

 -   

17,300.00
340.80

1.03
54000
55300
85500

CITIZENSHIP BOARD
Supplies

Contractual
177,704.50
231,500.00

130,620.80
142,900.00

34,585.00
 -   

12,498.70
88,600.00

53000
54000

DISTRICT COURT
Equipment Maint/Repair

Equipment
10,512.00

176,011.68
10,512.00

159,761.68
 -   

16,250.00
-
-

53310
85500

OFFICE OF JUSTICE
Supplies

Contractual
26,799.29
24,738.00

26,799.29
24,738.00

 -   
 -  

-
-

53000
54000

SECRETARY OF INTERIOR AFFAIRS
Construction 313,297.00 297,631.64 3,460.36 12,205.0058010

SECRETARY OF HEALTH
Transfer Out - 11,279,552.97 - -11,279,552.9790110

FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Supplies

Food Purchases
Renovations
Construction

Vehicles
Equipment

79,999.64
146,239.79
130,000.00
308,871.53

63,417.60
525,000.00

75,214.69
146,239.79

5,870.00
67,498.04
63,417.60

262,500.00

 -   
 -   

119,932.80
67,506.00

 -   
262,500.00

 4,784.95 
 -   

4,197.20
173,867.49

 -   
 -   

53000
59050
85050
85170
85400
85500

SENIOR SERVICES
Supplies 200,000.00 185,364.01 0 14,635.9953000

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Contractual 12,374.00 9,519.94 2,854.06 -54000

CULTURAL PRESERVATION
Grants 2,189,999.00 2,189,998.95  -     0.0559220

LIGHTHORSE ADMINISTRATION
Equipment 56,790.00 56,790.00  -  -85500

NATIONAL COUNCIL
Supplies 623.34 623.34 - -53000

ELDERLY NUTRITION
Construction   540,000.00 97,281.43  394,888.50  47,830.07 85170

In accordance with the following legislation:
NCA 20-050 A law of the Muscogee Creek Nation amending NCA 20-038 (A law of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation authorizing the expenditures 
of Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (“CARES Act”) funds received from the United States Department of the Treasury to 
establish the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Coronavirus Relief Fund Program.)
SECTION 7. REPORTING. A report shall be provided bi-weekly by the Office of the Principal Chief to the Muscogee (Creek) Nation National 
Council and Mvskoke Media documenting all expenditures of the CARES Act funds. 

The following report has been submitted for the publication date of MAY 15th.

Total received/earned  $312,681,466.95
Total expenditures and encumbrances for FY20 and FY21 as of this report date equals, $300,138,396.80

Fiscal Year 2021


