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ANNUAL HOMELANDS FESTIVAL
BRINGS MCN HOME

EACH YEAR A FESTIVAL IS HELD AT THE
ANCESTRAL MOUNDS OF THE MUSCOGEE

PEOPLE

by MORGAN TAYLOR
MULTIMEDIA PRODUCER

MACON, Georgia - Depart-
ments from the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation and members of local
Creek community centers trav-
eled from the current home of the
Muscogee people, to the ances-
tral lands for the Ocmulgee Indig-
enous Celebration held on Sept.
16-17 in Macon, GA.

The two-day festival started
each morning with the Mvskoke
Honor Guard posting the colors. It
featured storytelling from various
tribal members, traditional cul-
tural crafts, traditional ceremony
demonstrations, cultural instru-
ment playing, and other music and
dances related to the Mississippian
tribes.

Vendors selling handmade
Native American arts and crafts
lined the parking lot and grassy
areas of the park, along with vari-
ous MCN Department booths.

Community members traveled
to the homelands after months
of fundraising to sing traditional

Myvskoke Hymns. For some mem-
bers, they have been attending the
celebration it’s first event.

Miss Muscogee Nation Chenoa
Barnett took the stage to introduce
herself to attendees in the Mvskoke
language. She invited attendees to
visit the Mvskoke Royalty Depart-
ment booth, which handed out
promotional items that included a
bag, a water bottle, or a notebook.

A stomp dance demonstration
from various members of a cere-
monial ground was performed, Ty
Hicks led the group and spoke to
festival participants about the sig-
nificance of the dance.

Hicks had his young daugh-
ter with him, and led as she shook
cans behind him.

“Time only moves in one
direction,” Hicks said. “My father
was Red Hicks, he used to drive
the bus on this trip and led the
dance for all you to see”

Although the dancing group
was small, Hicks mentioned to
the audience that the demonstra-
tion was merely a portion of what
actually takes place during the cer-

emony.

“Do consider yourself lucky to
see whats going on here today;
Hicks said. “Our ceremonies we
carried with us from here to where
are now are not to be seen, we keep
them sacred to us”

Passing along Tradition

Jarrett Wildcatt (Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians) played a tra-
ditional flute and told the creation
stories of the Mississippian tribes.

He told stories of the animals
and how they came to be, the sto-
ries before land when the earth
was only water.

William Harjo (Mvskoke)
played music and told stories
passed down from his ancestors
as well.

Raised in Texas, Harjo is full
blood Mvskoke, and has kept his
traditions alive.

After the storytellers finished
telling their stories, the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians demon-
strated a NVNVHI Warrior’s
dance that each warrior danced in
times of war.

Out of the group of five, one
was an elder. As one of the young

The Ocmulgée
Macon, GA” (Morgan Taylor/MM)

men started a loud yell, the others
repeated his cry.

The elder Cherokee man said,
“We have danced this dance for
many, many years. It is dedicated
to all warriors and even honors
Veterans like those here today.
Just like we fought for our people
and land, you fight to defend your
country””

Mystic Wind Choctaw social
dancers held a demonstration,
and gathered all willing attend-
ees involved. The Choctaw Youth
played stickball to give another
ceremonial demonstration.

Pedro Zepeda (Seminole)
told stories of the Florida Semi-
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nole tribe, whose ancestors also
dwelled in the Macon area.

The program held an after-
noon portion that repeated the list
of the events each day.

The second day, Wotko Long
(Mvskoke) played his flute and
shared more stories passed down
to him.

Despite a little rain on Sunday,
that did not deter the festival from
proceeding with the same agenda.

According to the park rang-
ers at the information booth,
the first day alone attracted over
4,000 attendees. They claimed the
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HOMEOWNERS ASSISTANCE FUND HELPS MVSKOKE
CITIZENS IMPACTED BY THE PANDEMIC

ARPA PROGRAM CAN CLEAR DELINQUENCY ON

MORTGAGES AND MORE

MUSCOGEE NATION
HOMEOWNER ASSISTANCE FUND

HAF PROGRAM

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation HAF Program is designed to help Mvskoke
homeowners with financial assistance. (Courtesy: HAF Program)

by MEREDITH JOHNSON
REPORTER
OKMULGEE,  Okla. -

Mvskoke citizens who have
been impacted by the Covid-19
pandemic can apply for home-
owners assistance through
the Homeowners Assistance
Fund (HAF). Funded through
the American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA), the fund can get
Mvskoke homeowners up to
date on delinquent mortgage
payments, utilities, homeown-
ers insurance, property taxes,
and homeowner association
fees. On Wednesday, Sept. 13
Angel Alexander, Assistant
Manager for the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Homeowners
Assistance Fund sat down with
Mvskoke Radio and explained
the details of the HAF, and how
to apply.

“Our goal is to help our cit-
izens who have been affected
by the pandemic... We always
want to help each citizen, if
youre a homeowner there’s

something we can assist with.”
Alexander said.

The Muscogee (Creek)
HAF program is set up to
help homeowners experienc-
ing housing-related financial
hardship due to the pandemic.
Delinquent house payments
caused by financial instability,
lapsed homeowner’s insurance
payments, and even pesky past
due homeowner’s association
fees can be secured through
the assistance.

How to Qualify

To qualify for the assis-
tance, the application must be
filled out by a Mvskoke citi-
zen. Alexander explained that
even if the house or bills are in
a partner’s name who is not a
citizen, as long as a relation-
ship can be established with
the proper forms, citizens in
need should apply.

“For example, if the mort-
gage and utilities are in the
non-citizen’s name, we can

assist, but you will need to
submit something like a mar-
riage license” Alexander said.

The citizen must already
be in delinquency to apply.
This means their mortgage has
not been paid, or they have a
past due amount on their bills.
However, the HAF does not
cover potential delinquencies.

“With the mortgage you
do have to be at least 30 days
delinquent and we don’t pay
a prospective amount. We've
paid cases that were six months
behind, but you do have to be
delinquent,” Alexander said.
They can also help with past-
due property taxes from 2021
and 2022.

Assistance is open to all cit-
izen homeowners, regardless
of residency. Citizens in need
outside of the service area in
eastern Oklahoma can apply
as well. “Anyone can apply as
long as documents are submit-
ted. Any state, anywhere, out
of jurisdiction. We've already
helped many off-of reservation
citizens,” Alexander said.

Citizens also need to supply
their roll number, and may
need to submit other identifi-
cation.

Application Process

The application process
is streamlined through the
MCN’s Camphouse Portal

online. Applicants can find a
list of all the necessary appli-
cation documents and the
application itself under “hous-
ing applications.” Applicants
will have to submit necessary
paperwork and forms estab-
lishing homeownership and
the delinquency they have
incurred; bills, notices, etc.
Once an application has

ASSISTANCE FUND
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MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION
ENROLLS ITS 100,000TH
CITIZEN

CITIZENSHIP OFFICE CELEBRATED WITH COME-AND-GO
EVENT

Muscogee (Creek) Nation Principal Chief David Hill shakes hands with the 100.000th
Mvskoke citizen, Charlee. September 21, 2023, Okmulgee Oklahoma.

enrollel
(Braden Harper/MM)

by BRADEN HARPER
MANAGING EDITOR

OKMULGEE, Okla. - The
Muscogee (Creek) Nation now
joins a small group of feder-
ally-recognized Native Amer-
ican tribes that currently has
over 100,000 enrolled citizens
as of Sept. 21. The 100,000th
enrolled citizen was a young
lady named Charlee. The MCN
Citizenship office celebrated
the six figure enrollment mile-
stone with a come-and-go
reception at its Okmulgee and
Jenks locations.

MCN Director of Citizen-
ship Nathan Wilson (Mvskoke)
and his team have been hard
at work processing enrollment
for new Mvskoke citizens,
especially within the past two
years. Although the citizen-
ship department did not know
exactly when they would enroll
their 100,000th citizen, they
knew it was forthcoming.

“It says a lot. As a direc-
tor 'm proud that I was a part
of that” Wilson said. “I've got
a staff that has worked hard
these last two years. It’s big
both on the personal and pro-
fessional-type level”

g

Over the past couple years,
external factors like the U.S.
Supreme Court McGirt deci-
sion and the rollout of indi-
vidual American Rescue Plan
Act checks have increased the
volume of individuals seeking
to enroll in the MCN. Accord-
ing to Wilson, his department
has enrolled over 9,000 citi-
zens within the past two years.

“Our usual enrollment is
about a thousand or so a year,”
Wilson said. “To do over 9,000
in less than two years is big for
us.”

Although Wilson and his
department view enrolling the
100,000th citizen as a triumph
for the tribe, there is still a lot
of work to be done moving for-
ward. According to Wilson, his
department still has a job to
do. The department annually
sees seasons that keep them
busy throughout the year, par-
ticularly around new school
years and the spring.

MCN Principal Chief David
Hill was ecstatic about the
tribe’s growth. It is not every
day your tribe crosses the
threshold of 100,000 citizens.

100K CITIZEN

Continued on Page 2
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second day of the event is not typ-
ically as busy as the first.

Many of the attendees were
non-Natives seeking a learning
experience and a fun outing for
the family. Others came with long-
lost Native ties from those who
stayed in the area, with no Dawes
Rolls to trace their lineage back to.

Those inquiring about the
Native people of the land were
enriched in the culture for the day.

According to Visit Macon Pres-
ident and CEO Gary Wheat, the
Myvskoke population only reaches
about 411 individuals in the area,
but the culture of the Mvskoke
people is rich.

From the Ocmulgee River
flowing through the city, to the
Great Temple Mound view of
Macon, the presence of the Indig-
enous people is felt.

Ocmulgee Mounds National
Park Public Information Officer
Carla Beasley said that out of her
staff of 12, none have tribal affil-
iation.

The festival is one of the only
times during operation that the
park has Native American people
on site.

“We work really closely with
the Muscogee Nation to provide
accurate information to daily vis-
itors,” Beasely said.

The festival is one way the staff
can also learn by asking questions
to tribal members. Staff members
often gather questions throughout
the year from park attendees.

On a really busy day, the park
may see close to 300 people.

What can attendees see while
visiting?

The site houses a museum
that is filled with artifacts and
information covering the Indige-
nous inhabitants that were found
during an archaeological dig in the
1840s.

During the century-old exca-
vation, an underground room was
discovered along with over 17,000
cultural, traditional, and ceremo-

nial pieces.

This room would be preserved
and later reconstructed to what
is called the Earth Mound. This
mound can be entered, allowing
visitors to see where many possi-
ble ceremonies, discussions, and
community meetings were once

The entrance to the Earth Mound is a
narrow opening that requires vistors to
squat, or crawl to see inside. (Morgan
Taylor/MM)

Taking a short walk, the Great
Temple Mound can be seen. Walk-
ing further, visitors can walk on to
the top of the mound and see for
miles. The town of Macon can be
viewed at its 55 feet height from
the ground, along with the Ocmul-
gee River.

A theater located in the
museum showcases a film that
describes the life that once lived
there.

Exhibitions of stickball, fish-
ing, hunting, government oper-
ations, and basic living can be
found in the museum.

With what can be viewed in
the museum, and seen through-
out the park, the Mvskoke culture
can be felt, especially as one walks
the trails to see where the Native
Americans of the area once lived.

The park normally oper-
ates each day of the year, exclud-
ing major holidays, from 9 a.m. -
5p.m.

For more information about
the Ocmulgee National Park, visit:
https://www.nps.gov/ocmu/index.
html.

ASSISTANCE FUND
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been submitted, the office
allows up to 30 days for the
necessary paperwork to follow.
From there the process is very
thorough. For example, for a
delinquent mortgage Alexan-
der explained, “They reach out
to the companies to make sure
the payment amount issued
matches the bill that is submit-
ted. They do a follow up, call
and confirm that payments go
directly to vendors, payments
are not sent to citizens.”

Once this is received, the
process can take just a matter
of days for citizens to find
relief.

“We try to have a batch of
payments that go out each
week, so if we have the proper
documentation we can move
that along pretty quickly,” Alex-
ander said. “We do allow 21-30
days for the documents to get
sent in. But if you can submit
everything and we get moving,
usually within that week or two
we can get that payment sub-
mitted. But that’s with every-
thing submitted. Once we have
all the documents, we can get
you processed pretty quickly”

Relief

Applications are reviewed
on a case-by-case basis, and as
Alexander explained there is
a cap for the amount a citizen
can receive.

“There is a cap, a max they
can assist with. You can con-
tinue to apply and once you
reach the cap, they will tell

you.” Alexander explained.

Because of the max allowed,
there is room in the fund for
citizens to apply more than
once until that cap has been
reached. Alexander encourages
citizens to look into the pro-
gram.

“We have a lot of caring
agents willing to help...The
great thing about now calling
in is the call volume is not as
great as it was when we had
the direct assistance and the
rental assistance, however we
have agents who are willing
to answer your call, there’s no
long call times or wait times,
once you've made the call and
already submitted the appli-
cation they get moving pretty
quick.” Alexander said.

The HAF program has been
instrumental in helping citi-
zens keep their homes.

“We've already assisted in
thousands of dollars and with
people that were pretty much
close to that max amount and
we've been able to save their
homes...We’ve had a few people
we’ve assisted with bringing
their homes out of foreclo-
sure...We've saved homes by
paying those property taxes.”
Alexander said.

For more information about
the HAF program and appli-
cation process citizens can go
online to

https://www.mcnhousing.
com/haf.html or call 918-549-
2890.

Emails can be sent to
hafdoc@muscogeenation.com.
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100K CITIZEN

Continued from Page 1
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Muscogee_(Creek) Nation’s, 100,000th
enrolled citizen, Charlee is pictured with
her family at the 100,000k celebration
event at the citizenship office.
September 21, 2023, Okmulgee, Okla.
(Braden Harper/MM)

“It’s great to see the rapid
growth of our Nation, espe-
cially with the number of Mus-
cogees now increasing to over
100,000 strong,” Chief Hill
said. “I want to thank all the
staff at Muscogee Citizenship,
who do a fantastic job. As lead-
ers it’s our responsibility to
make sure this Nation con-
tinues to grow along with its
people, and we intend to. Our
future is bright and limitless.”

According to Wilson, new
citizenship applications can
take anywhere from two to
three weeks to process. For
those seeking the services of
the MCN citizenship depart-
ment, they can be reached at
918-732-7941.
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ESTUCE FEST EMPOWERS YOUNG PARENTS

WITH RESOURCES
EVENT SERVES PREGNANT MCN CITIZENS AND
PARENTS OF INFANTS

—.
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Diaper bag starter kits were provided for parents at Estucé Fest. (ShayIn Proctor/MM)

by SHAYLN PROCTOR
REPORTER

OKMULGEE, Okla. - The
Estuce Fest was held at the Okmul-
gee Community Center on Sep.
13. The event provided resources
and gifts for first-time pregnant
mothers and parents of an infant
12 months or younger. The event
provided door prizes, diaper bag
kits, and served dinner.

The Mvskoke Tribal Child and

Youth Coalition committee, var-
ious departments and volunteers
assisted in hosting the event.

Each registrant was provided
a diaper bag starter kit, which
included items including diapers,
baby wash, and wipes.

Myvskoke Nation Youth Ser-
vices Specialist Shania Bender
(Mvskoke) helped organize the
event. Throughout the evening
there was a presentation, guest

speakers, and games. Bender
wanted the mothers to reach out
for help if they were in need. One
of the event’s main goals was to
bring in resource booths that
mothers may have been unfamil-
iar with that could help them in
the future.

The resources included MCN
Center for Victim Services, MCN
Children and Family Services,
Temporary Assistance to Needy
Families (TANF), as well as the
MCN Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren (WIC) program.

“I hope that the first time
mothers feel supported, that they
feel they have resources to feel
confident on whatever choices and
decisions that they make,” Bender
said. “T definitely want them to
reach out just to feel supported”

Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Royal Coordinator LuAnn Bear
(Mvskoke), who helped assist this
event as well, said she is glad this
event can help provide first-time
mothers with support. “They’re
not all just young mothers, it’s any
age mother, it’s their first time and
you don’t know what to do or don’t
know what the tribe offers you,”
Bear said.

Bender grew up beyond the

reservation. She had never been to
an event like this, the community
she grew up in did not provide this
type of resource. She is grateful for
MCN and the help they provide
for young families.

Bender noticed first-time par-
ents are not always aware of avail-
able tribal resources, especially if
they reside in rural areas. Estuce
Fest is designed to be as accessi-
ble as possible to young parents.
“It’s just a good way to get every-
one to come together for the eve-
ning, no matter where they live,
Bender said. “It is in the evening
so no one has to miss work for the
most part”

MCN Prevention Specialist for
Native Connection Grant Jasmyne
Jack (Mvskoke) mentioned that

the Estuce Fest was an event ini-
tially organized by the Mvskoke
Tribal Child and Youth Coalition
(TCYC) committee, which is com-
prised of different departments
and agencies. This includes the
tribe, state and cities that all come
together to support local commu-
nities in need.

The Estuce Fest is an event that
has served families for nearly a
decade. “I believe it was close to 10
years, we just wanted to do some-
thing to give back like TCYC did,
said Jack. “We did our assessment
years ago and the help with child
care or family’s expenses was one
of the top things”

According to Jack they have
always met their max: 75 partici-
pants.

M\l\//?)koke citizens listen to guest speakers at the Estuce Fest event. (Shayln Proctor/
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STITT’S NOFIRE APPOINTMENT FANS FLAMES WITH OK TRIBES

ATTEMPTS MADE FOR WASHINGTON FOOTBALL TEAM NAME CHANGE, WHILE OSAGE-BASED MOVIE
PREMIERE LOOMS CLOSER

by GARY FIFE
RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

OKMULGEE, Okla. —Well,
we are still at it, although things
seemed to be turned up a notch or
two.

Governor Kevin Stitt is still
whining about tribal sovereignty
and fears tribes will be turning
eastern Oklahoma into a reser-
vation. He needs to remember a
thing or two.

One, legally it already is a res-
ervation, and two, he needs to
examine why he “fears” it. He has
only been causing trouble for him-
self.

Maybe he should fear the fact
that he keeps losing the fights
and in the process, creating some
really bad feelings. The latest loss
has been in the area of educa-
tion. The Oklahoma Voice reports
that the legislature has removed
his control over appointments to
the Oklahoma Advisory Council
on Indian Education. This board
has control over the curricula and
support that goes to Indian stu-
dents. This could come into direct
conflict with Education Superin-
tendent Ryan Walters. He wants
to make major changes to state
school curricula in a more conser-
vative direction, perhaps an edu-
cational “Taliban”

Tribal leadership is making
their voices heard. In recent publi-
cations, Muscogee Principal Chief
David Hill used the phrase, “Your
remarks represent a new low,
even for someone who has devel-
oped a pattern of baseless hostility
towards tribes in Oklahoma and
require correction for the public
record”

Cherokee  Principal ~ Chief
Chuck Hoskins made a response
to an address by the Governor to
the Regional Chamber of Com-
merce. Chief Hoskins said “..the

Governor showed blatant hostility
toward tribal sovereignty””

And... to keep things roll-
ing... both tribal leaders have
expressed strong disappointment
in Stitts recent appointment of
Wes Nofire as his latest Oklahoma
Tribal Liaison. Nofire has been a
public opponent of tribal sover-
eignty. The Oklahoma Tribal Liai-
son position has never been effec-
tive. Of the three appointments
Stitt made, two never produced
anything, and the third resigned.

Now for something else, CBS
Sports and other outlets report
that the Native American Guard-
ians’ Association is pushing an
effort and petitioning to change
the name of the Washington foot-
ball team (once known as the
R-Skins) from its current name,
the Commanders, to the old
name. That name had been called

offensive by many national Native
groups and tribal members. The
current owners of the sports fran-
chise say the team will not be
switching back to the R-Skins.

In a news article by the inter-
national news  organization,
CNN they studied a report by the
National Native American Board-
ing School Healing Coalition,
which stated Native children have
been sent to over 500 boarding
schools in the United States. The
Native group states that is more
than the U.S. Department of the
Interior reported in 2022. Their
list includes both schools that are
currently open and some that have
been closed. According to CNN,
the department report stated 19
schools had accounted for more
that 500 Native children who died
while in those institutions.

Fox News reported a Native

American gun shop owner said his
sales of firearms to Native women
is growing. Joe Talachy (Pojoa-
que Pueblo), owner of Indigenous
Arms in New Mexico said a motto
he credits for the increased sales is
“No one is coming to save you.” He
also teaches gun safety classes, and
added that attendance has grown.

The big Hollywood movie
about the Osage oil land mur-
ders has finally announced a local
date for its showing. “Killers of the
Flower Moon” will screen at Tul-
sa’s Circle Cinema starting Oct. 20
and will run for six days.

Primary election time is in the
past. Now;, we'll find out who will
be battling for control of Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation.

Wondering what our Poet Lau-
reate (emeritus) Joy Harjo has
been up to since retiring from her
national role? Not sure, but prob-

ably her usual role as a symbol of
Mvskoke pride and accomplish-
ment, but also sharing her talent
and skills with our younger gen-
erations. Harjo was the featured
speaker and reader at the recent
“Joy of Reading” Indigenous
Readers Event mid-September.
It was aimed at students in Pre-k
to the 12th grade. Nice to hear of
such events.

Getting ready for the coming
Fall (Rvfo Hakke) and Winter
(Rvfo)? Maybe they will be
unusual seasons and be colder or
wetter? Maybe the Governor will
back off and hell will freeze over?

Hvtvm.

Disclaimer: The views
expressed are those of the author
and not necessarily those of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation or
Mvskoke Media.

SECOND ANNUAL GATHERING OF
COMMUNITIES GATHERS TOGETHER
FOR FUN AND FELLOWSHIP

EVENT OFFERED DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES FOR
ALL AGES, FOOD AND LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

A citizen has fun playing bungee basketball at the gathering of communities event.
(Photo Courtesy: ShayIn Proctor)

by SHAYLN PROCTOR
REPORTER

OKMULGEE, Okla. - This
year’s Second Annual Gather-
ing of Communities occurred on
Sept. 9. Everyone from across the
reservation was welcome to enjoy
a day of fun. The event incorpo-
rated family-friendly games for all
ages and live entertainment. There
were different activities such as
super chief wiffle ball classic, lum-
berjack attack, a mechanical bull,
bungee basketball, and miniature
golf. The event was held at the
Muscogee Nation Omniplex.

Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Community Research and Devel-
opment Specialist J.R. Wind
(Mvskoke) spoke about how the
gathering of communities res-
onates as a big family reunion.
This started last year when MCN
Second Chief Del Beaver men-
tioned how there needed to be an
outreach event for the communi-

The different communities
that attended were able to catch up
with members from other com-
munities. This involved sharing
ideas with one another, and simply
enjoying each other’s company.

Last year’s turnout saw around
500 citizens. According to Wind,
they expected to exceed that
number. Wind made this a free
event because he wanted everyone
to participate in the event’s activ-
ities.

“Somebody said ‘what if 50
people show up, well then 50
people had fun. But we were very
excited about it. About a little over
500 showed up last year, which I
was happy about so I am hoping
to get over 500 + this year,;” Wind
said.

Different departments set up
their booths at the event, making
it more of a “miniature resource
fair” according to Wind. Wind’s

initial goal for the resource booths
was for others to get exposure to
tribal departments that may not
be well-known to citizens.

There were new activities fea-
tured at this years gathering,
such as the lumberjack attack, a
mechanical bull, and ax throwing.
Activities like ax throwing had age
restrictions for attendees 16 or
older. Live entertainment included
local music groups Mvskoke Sun-
rise and Freeway Jam.

When selecting activities to
provide at the event, Wind got
feedback from his department
and maintenance workers to
gauge what worked from last year
and what did not. Wind’s team
explored new ideas to see what
would serve citizens best.

The super chief wiftle ball clas-
sic was named after Allie Reynolds
(Mvskoke). Reynolds’ was nick-
named “Super Chief” and played
for the New York Yankees in the
major leagues, even winning the
world series at one point.

This year the community
boards faced off against the MCN
National Council in the super
chief wiffle ball classic.

Chair volleyball and cornhole
required registration in order to
maintain team brackets. Unfortu-
nately, the cornhole tournament
reached its maximum capacity
due to its popularity. According to
Wind, last year saw over 50 teams
compete, resulting in longer tour-
nament times.

Wind brought in American
food trucks for this year’s event. It
was served on a first-come-first-
serve basis. Last year’s vendors
completely sold out. “We actually
sold out of food and everyone had
a great time. Going into it for the
first time, you're not sure of what
to expect,” Wind said.

Wind did not grow up attend-
ing these types of gatherings.
The closest thing he experienced
growing up was family reunions.

Wind was grateful for the oppor-
tunity for his department to take
part in the event.

Last year Wind reported seeing
citizens speak in the Mvskoke lan-
guage. According to Wind, they
were laughing and enjoying the
event by meeting their friends or
making new friends.

Now that the gathering of
communities has been hosted
twice, Wind wants it to become
an annual event. “We would like
to make it an every-year event so
hopefully every year we get bigger
and bigger;” Wind said.

“We're all grateful that this was
something that was suggested, we
just picked up the ball and went
with it, so 'm thankful we are
able to do it;” Wind said. “We have
a great staff here, I really enjoy
working with them and doing
these kind of things.

When planning the date for
the gathering, Wind looks at other
festivals that will occur around the
same time. This includes Chero-
kee days or Seminole Nation days.
“We didn’t want to make people
choose to go to different festivals,
so we are keeping it in the middle
and it’s a free event so no one has

to worry about spending money;’
Wind said.

Wind tries to provide other
activities throughout the year for
the communities, such as the Hal-
loween decorating contest.

For those that have any ques-
tions or do not know which
community they reside in, they
can contact the MCN Commu-
nity Research and Development
department at 918-732-7963.

Results:

Creek War Cornhole Tourna-
ment:

1st Place: Dustin Rivas/Amber
Riddle

2nd Place: Daylen James/Mad-
ison Proctor

3rd Place: Brian Proctor/Joe
Jackson

House of Warriors Chair Vol-
leyball Tournament

Overall Champion: Muscogee
Indian Community team

2nd Overall: Wetumka Indian
Community

3rd Overall: Glenpool Indian
Community
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EVENT PROVIDED ACTIVITIES, LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
AND DOOR PRIZES

by SHAYLN PROCTOR
REPORTER

OKMULGEE, Okla. - The
College of the Muscogee Nation
(CMN) held their annual Fall Fest
event on campus Sept. 13. The
event was hosted for the current
students, staff and faculty. There
were different activities, food and
live entertainment.

Some of the activities included
a war whoop and lulu, tug-of-
war, free throw, a three-point con-
test, and a photo booth. The event
also featured a blood drive. Stu-
dent organizations set up resource
booths across the festival as well.
The music artist Wotko (Mvskoke)
was seen performing live enter-
tainment.

CMN Dean of Student Affairs
Krystal Wind (Mvskoke) men-
tioned that the event acts as
an annual back-to-school bash
hosted in the fall. According to
Wind, it started out as a regular
cookout, then grew into a festival.

“The goal of fall fest is to bring

- A

'\Sﬂtll\J/Ic;ents face ff agéihst staff and faculty ina game of tug-of-war. (Shayln Proctor/

all of our campus together and
give them the chance to mingle
with faculty, staff and other stu-
dents” Wind said. “Its just a
chance to bring everyone together
and have fun”

The event gave out free Fall
Fest t-shirts. This year the Fall
Fest planning committee chose to
go with a stickball logo due to the
sports popularity. Former CMN
student Tehillah Wind designed
this year’s logo.

The festival's activities were
chosen by the committee as well.
Every year the committee tries to
switch up the event’s activities to
keep it new and exciting for festi-
val attendees. New activities this
year included the free-throw con-
test and three-point contest. Corn-
hole returned this year by popular
demand from students.

The Renovations Salon and
Barbershop in Okmulgee pro-
vided free haircuts for students
and staff at the festival. The busi-
ness has partnered with CMN to
provide this service for the past

four years. According to Wind,
their efforts are greatly appreci-
ated.

This years live entertain-
ment was introduced by CMN’s
recruiter ~ Thomas  Berryhill.

“Wotko seems to have an upbeat
positive message and he spreads
awareness about culture. He per-
forms the language into his music
and we felt like our students would
like him,” Wind said.

Prizes were handed out for
winners from basketball and blan-
ket competitions. Door prizes
were also given away that included
mini refrigerators, electronics, and
dorm comfort items. According to
Wind, this year’s door prizes were
comprised of items purchased by
the college and items donated by
local businesses.

“I would like to thank the plan-
ning committee and all of the local
businesses that donate and the
salon for coming out for the past
few years,” Wind said. “We hope
that it brings everyone together
and hope it kicks off the school
year in a good way”’

Student’s Experience

Jessica Burgess (Mvskoke)
is from California and recently
moved to Okmulgee this year.
“It’s been really nice that the event
gives a lot of opportunities to what
else the school has, I like the bal-
ance of the events and how there’s
kind of something for everyone,’
Burgess said. One of her favor-
ite booths was CMN’s Health and
Wellness where she received a
medicine bag.

Jayden Shawnee (Mvskoke/

Shawnee), Evanna Flores
(Mvskoke), Madison  Bharjo
(Mvskoke/Seminole) and Josh

McNac (Mvskoke) all participated
in the event. This year marked
their first time attending the fes-
tival, they agreed the event was a
blast.

McNac, Bharjo and Flores
explored everything the festival
had to offer. They visited the dif-
ferent resource booths, donated

blood, received free haircuts and
took pictures at the photo booth.

McNac enjoyed visiting CMN’s
Health and Wellness Resource
Booth. Bharjo enjoyed the free
items the festival had to offer, as
well as the food truck.

McNac and Bharjo also com-
peted on a team together in the
cornhole tournament. Everyone
participated in the tug-of-war, “I
think the tug-of-war was pretty
fun,” Shawnee said. Shawnee also
competed in the free throw and
three-point competitions.

“I think it’s a great opportunity
for students and the teachers to
interact with each other. It brings

more opportunities for students
as well to interact with people
and get to know more students, ”
Flores said.

Even though McNac is a new
student, he is already finding com-
munity and fellowship with events
like Fall Fest.

“I would like to say enroll and
come join because this is so fun. I
have had the best time and it’s only
been three weeks in,” McNac said.

For more information, contact
CMN at 918-549-2800. To keep
up to date on other events, follow
their Facebook page.

MCN 2023 PRIMARY RESULTS

Thir Muscodges (Creek) Mation
Election Board
2023 Primary Election
Saturday, September 16, 2023
Odficial Results

Timothy Goodvoice 1.6 25.36%
Dawid W, Hill 2350 58 37%
boseph T, Rogers Ba 2.19%
Lahoma A Schultz 567 14.08%
Second Chief

Dol Beaves 2678 a7.0%
Sandra Golden 1318 32 98%
Dode Barnett 1,548 39.54%
leseph Hicks 1,536 I98%
Lemey McMac B 21L40%
Judith Pickenng 1,624 41.2M%
Dharred] Proctor 231 SATI%

Total

James Jennings 1102 2T.ET%
Willtam Lowe 1498 AT BO%
Robyen Whitecloud 1.363 34 39%

A

The MCN Election Board released the offical MCN 2023 Primary Election results on

Sept. 22. (Courtesey: MCN Election Board)
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MVSKOKE CITIZEN WINS
BIG IN STATE HORSESHOE

COMPETITION

SARAH HICKS IS NOW A FIVE-TIME STATE CHAMPION

Sarah _ Hicks ins her fifth state
championship. (Courtesy Addie Hicks)

by MEREDITH JOHNSON
REPORTER

MVSKOKE RESERVATION -
Sarah Hicks knows horseshoes. As
well she should, she’s a five-time
horseshoe pitching state champion
and won her most recent champi-
onship this year. The daughter of
Wilson and Ina Hicks, Sarah was
born and raised in Okemah and
attributes her success to an early
start. Back then it was a family
affair. After supper, the family of
six would go out and pitch horse-
shoes in the yard for fun.

Beginnings

It was Hicks dad that taught
her the tricks to pitches that would
end up as ringers. Those are the
throws when the shoe lands encir-
cling the stake. Horseshoes can
seem to be a deceptively simple
game. As Hicks explained it, the
details of a throw and the subtle
differences in position can change
how the shoe rotates. That is where
the intricacies of the game come
out. As Hicks spoke about those,
she also spoke about the past and
present. She spoke about the eve-
nings throwing horseshoes when
she was little with her parents and
siblings, and about her own chil-
dren pitching horseshoes with her
and her husband, Sam Beaver.

“We got different flips... it’s
the way you throw your shoes.
You can have a single flip (demon-
strates a vertical rotation) that’s
what I, that’s what mine does. Just
a single flip. And my older sons,
his flips real fast,” Hicks said. “And
there is a quarter turn...My dad
always used to teach me how to do
that because he was my champion
on that. But you know it was just
backyard games. He said if you do
a quarter turn he said you’ll never
miss. I've seen that too and it’s
true. So that’s not a flip. It’s a turn
that way (demonstrates horizontal
rotation) ...And he always tried
to teach me that but I could never
get it. But he was my champion.
I guess dad has something to do
with it (her interest)... You know,
he was always trying to teach me
this and that and hed tell me how
hed throw against the wind and
he was trying to teach me a lot of
stuff. And so I guess he’s the one
who actually got me, you know,

playing”
Rules of Play

Horseshoe games are played in
pitching courts where two metal
rods called stakes are driven into
the ground at distances of up to
40 feet. The area around the stake
is called the pit. Pits can be made
of broken up clay, dirt, or sand.
The court has a pitching lane, the
area between the two stakes. Lanes
can be dirt, grass, sand or con-
crete. There is a foul line a pitch-
ing player can’t cross. Pitching
courts are often seen in Oklahoma
as part of municipal parks and fair
grounds. The MCN Claude Cox

Omniplex has horseshoe courts
and runs a tournament during the
MCN festival. Backyard horseshoe
courts can be as simple as a grass
and dirt lane, or as complex as the
concrete and grass courts seen in
parks.

Scoring is based on how close
one can get their horseshoe to the
stake. More points for ringers, less
for learners. Those are the pitches
that land the horseshoe touching
the stake, but not encircling it like
the ringers. Players can cancel out
each other’s lands, depending how
close they are to the stake.

The playful backyard games
turned competitive when Hicks’
husband and a friend introduced
her to the world of sanctioned
tournaments. She has been play-
ing ever since.

“But when I got with my hus-
band, him and his best friend,
they got into this sanction tourna-
ment. And so I'd get out there and
I'd practice with them. And they
finally got me into it... So I went
out there every weekend with
them. We had a, 'm gonna say, a
team. We'd have a get together and
play against each other... But we
still try to get together and then
we can play together,” Hicks said.

In the world of competitive
horseshoe pitching, sanctioned
tournaments are those run by an
organization like the Oklahoma
Horseshoe Pitchers Association
or the National Horseshoe Pitch-
ing Association. These organiza-
tions run games and tournaments,
standardize rules, and support
affiliated clubs. They offer prizes
and competition in the run-up to
bigger tournaments like the state-
wide championships and nation-
als.

The Oklahoma Horseshoe
Pitchers  Association (OHPA)
sponsors tournaments all over
the state. Hicks, who is the cur-
rent vice-president of the asso-
ciation has been all over, as well
playing at pits in Yukon, Edmond,
and Choctaw. The OHPA offers
a men’s section, women’s section,
and a juniors section. The differ-
ence in section competition is the
distance from the line of pitching
and the stake. Men usually pitch
from 40 feet, women from 30 feet,
and juniors at 30 feet.

“..The men throw 40 feet at
least and the women throw 30 feet.
That’s why we pitched 30 feet. And
like I said, you pitch at the sanc-
tioned tournaments, the OHPA,
we play against the men too. But
at the state championship and the
world championship, you know,
we play against women, only
women. And you come up to get
some good ones.” Hicks said.

Hicks would like to get more
people involved in tournaments,
especially women and children.

“My team captain, he said,
make sure you say that we need
more women to play and we need
a lot more women and juniors to
play. I think we have no juniors in
OHPA right now...Like I said, we
need more women and a lot more
women.” Hicks said.

Players bring their own horse-
shoes, the brand of which is also
sanctioned by the organization
running the tournament. Accord-
ing to the NHPA, pitching horse-
shoes must weigh around 2.5 Ibs,
with an opening no more than
3.5 inches across. There are slight
variations in shape. Some come
in bright red or blue, opposed
to metallic silver. “Yeah, I throw
Broncos. So TI've always thrown
Broncos, but there are different
brands of shoes, like most things
and just different ones. So me and
my husband and two boys, we all
throw different shoes. I've always
thrown Broncos.”

As Hicks got involved in sanc-
tioned tournaments, her family
got involved as well. Competi-
tion runs deep. Hicks can right-
fully boast of having a family full
of state and world champions.
In addition to her state champi-
onships, Hicks also won class A
championships four years in a row
before moving up to champion-

ship class.

“T've got five... And I've got
two sons that play, but we did
every weekend. We were just
gonna play when they were little.
Well my youngest one, he’s a four
or five times state champion in
juniors. My son, we go in differ-
ent classes, so he’s got about two
or three champions in his class,
Hicks said. “My husband.. I don’t
know how many state doubles he
got! 'm hoping to get my grandson
and my two grandsons and two
granddaughters into it. My grand-
son is eight now. But he’s playing
football, the youngest grandson is
three and my two granddaughters
are six and four. And I got a pair
for one of them already”

The drive to compete in Hicks’
family extends beyond horse-
shoes. Hicks’ sons Brandon and
Noah both compete in horseshoe
pitching, while her son Comanche
was a record-breaking competitive
weightlifter.

The Fun of Competition

Hicks’ family not only still
plays together, they also more
importantly practice together.
Hicks shared her secret to win-
ning: practice. This is a step in the
process that involves family. Com-
petition can also run deep in this
stage as well.

“Well, practicing, just prac-
tice and practice” Hicks said. “..
when my husband and my boys
like to practice, they said they like
to practice against me ‘cause, you
know, they try to beat me... once
in a while they will,”

In spite of the competitive
nature of Hicks™ family, the com-
petition itself stays fun for them.

“No, we just see who wins. We
just have fun out there” Hicks said.

Although Hicks was bit by
the competitive horseshoe pitch-
ing bug, her younger sister Addie
Hicks was not. While Addie does
not compete in tournaments,
Hicks shared that her sister will
play and join in for fun at church
gatherings at Nuyaka Baptist.

When asked about sportsman-
ship and competition, Hicks said
there are more important things in
life than just winning.

“Everybody, everybody plays
like they’re supposed to... they
talk and they laugh out there and
just go back and forth...Nobody’s
down talking or making it uncom-
fortable for anyone. I have never
heard that from anybody. If they
have, you know, I've never heard
of them,” Hicks said.

Hicks gave a good example of
the sportsmanship and friendship
that can develop from a lifetime of
competition, her friend Tina Haw-
kins.

“I love you Tina! She’s
my competition.”

Toward the end of Hicks’ inter-
view when asked if shed like to
add anything, Hicks got close to
the voice recorder and playfully
said, “T love you Tina! She’s my
competition”

Hicks™ biggest competition, or
her longest match ever? Hicks gave
a friendly laugh and said, “That
would be Tina Hawkins” Smiling
with her eyes, Hicks explained,

“She is good competition for
me. Me and her have been going
at it for I don’t know how many
years. She used to beat me every
year, every year. And lets see, I
think my last win in class A was
2007. So every year she beat me.
And these past five years, I've got
her!...She’s the best competition
I ever had. Still is, still is,” Hicks
said. “One year me and her were
just going back and forth. And
I barely beat her, okay. And, at
a state tournament you go to 40
points. 40 shoes and we just kept
going back forward. I think I don't
know how many shoes we threw
just to hit 40. We kept killing each
other’s shoes. She puts her shoe on
there and then my shoe goes on
there, nobody gets no point. Kind
of like evens it out...we kept kill-
ing each other’s shoes”

When the conversation ended,
the grandmother of four explained
what seems to be the draw of
horseshoes, “We just have fun out
there, I don't know what else to

»

say’.

FARM BILL REAUTHORIZED TO

INCLUDE TRIBAL INPUT

THE COLLEGE IS PARTNERING WITH EMORY
UNIVERSITY THROUGH A GRANT

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation has
investing in cattle production. (Morgan Taylor/MM

by MORGAN TAYLOR
MULTIMEDIA PRODUCER

WASHINGTON D.C. - Tribes
are pushing for further sover-
eignty,  self-governance, and
self-determination with the reau-
thorization of the Farm Bill 2023.

The last time the bill was reau-
thorized was in 2018. It has since
made great advancements from
the previous reauthorization,
according to Senate Committee
on Indian Affairs Chairman Brian
Schatz.

Every five years, the bill reaches
an expiration date, which is then
updated within congress.

“The 2018 Farm Bill was the
first to meaningfully expand
USDA program support for Native
producers and Native Communi-
ties,” Schatz said. “It was a big step
forward but we can and should
build on that progress”

During a hearing on Native
priorities for the 2023 Farm Bill
Reauthorization in late June,
Schatz outlined the priorities
tribes have expressed as necessary
additions to the reauthorization.

“Native stakeholders are calling
for additional support, self-gover-
nance, and autonomy in food pro-
duction, inspection and distribu-
tion, management of natural and
cultural resources including forest
resources.” Schatz said. “They are
also seeking acknowledgment and
incorporation of traditional, and
ecological knowledge in USDAs
conservation practice standard so
that Native land stewards can use
traditional conservation methods
while also modeling best practices
for others to follow”

Native communities are most
notably requesting wrap-around
navigator services targeted for
on-the-ground help to apply for
USDA grants, provide technical
assistance with applications, and
assist with compliance issues for
life of the grants.

“These are priorities for agri-
cultural policy” Shatz said.

The hearing held a panel that
included MCN Agriculture and
Natural Resources Director Trent
Kissee, President of the Cen-
tral Council of Tlingit and Haida
Indian Tribes of Alaska Honor-
able Richard Peterson, Execu-
tive Director of Self-Governance
Communication and Education
Tribal Consortium Jay Spaan,
Hawai'i Regional Director NDN
Collective Davis Price, Director of
Policy and Government Relations
Agriculture Council, and Pres-
ident of the Intertribal Timber
Council Cody Desautel.

Members of the panel
described how these implemen-
tations would benefit the tribes
in the agriculture industry and in
reservation areas.

Serving MCN Communities

Kissee has played a major role
in the agribusiness for the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation by leading
the department and nation as it
invested, constructed and opened
a meat processing plant, along
with acquiring a large ranch.

The meat plant is located in
a USDA-designated food desert,
filing a void of food access.

“Since opening in December
2021, Looped Square Meat Co. has
served over 20,000 customers with
fresh, wholesome and nutritious
food,” Kissee said. “Some of which
is grown and produced right there
on the Muscogee Nation Reserva-
tion”

The ranch included nearly
6,000 acres designated for cattle
production to help keep the meat

laced im?ortance on food sovereignty by

plant stocked with fresh and acces-
sible food choices.

“Feeding our people nutritious
food and offering health choices
in the community is of utmost
importance to us,” Kissee said.

Indigenous Food and Agricul-
ture Initiative Associate Director
Carly Hotvedt was in Kissee’s posi-
tion many years ago.

In her current capacity as asso-
ciate director, Hotvedt has had a
front-row seat during the Farm
Bill’s policy development.

In a press release from the
Native Farm Bill Coalition, Hot-
vedt said she feels positive about
the farm bill, even with a divided
congress.

“I think the perspective here
is that this needs to get done, and
it needs to be done in a biparti-
san way, Hotvedt said. “What
we're seeing is bipartisan support
on these issues in Indian Coun-
try and the policymakers that sup-
port us are going to be influential
in that process”

A Healthy Future

Allowing tribes  self-gover-
nance and self-determination in
the food processes will give better
opportunities to make health-
ier decisions while allowing rele-
vant, tribally-desired foods in the
supply chain.

“You have products grown on a
reservation, harvested on a reser-
vation, processed, labeled and sold

MCN has invested in_beef production
through enterprises like the Loog(f(d

Slauare Meat™ Plant in Beggs,
(Morgan Taylor/MM)

on a reservation,” Hotvedt said.
“So this food hits either a feeding
program or individual’s plate with-
out ever having left the reservation
or community.”

The IFAI is a research partner
to the coalition. The coalition is
also composed of the Intertribal
Agriculture Council, Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community
(SMSC), and the National Con-
gress of American Indians, along
with a long list of tribes and Native
organizations.

With over 170 members, the
Coalition represents the larg-
est coordinated effort in Indian
Country around food, agriculture
and nutrition policy.
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RAMP ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
PASSES LNC COMMITTEE

PROGRAM WILL HELP CITIZENS WITH
ACCESSIBILITY NEEDS

COUNCIL COVERAGE

LNC

LAND. NATURAL RESOURCES & CULTURAL PRESERVATION

The Muscogee Creek? Nation National Council reqentI{MheId a Land, Natural

Resources, and Cultura

by MEREDITH JOHNSON
REPORTER

MVSKOKE RESERVATION-
On Sept. 12, the Land, Natural
Resources, and Cultural Preser-
vation Committee held a meeting.
Legislation passed will go on to
the regular session meeting unless
otherwise noted.

The committee addressed the
following legislation, the interpre-
tation of which is attributed to lan-
guage in the bills:

Concharty Methodist Church
received a Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Ceremonial Ground Camp
& Church Camp House Grant in
the amount of $9,875 with a vote
of 4-0. The contractor is Paul
Wilson. There were no questions
or comments from the committee.

Broken Arrow Indian United
Methodist Church received a Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Emergency
Assistance Grant in the amount
of $21,357.94 with a vote of 3-0.
Representative Charles McHenry
abstained from voting.

Christina McHenry stated that
the money will go toward replac-
ing the carpet and tile in the sanc-
tuary. According to her, the tile has
become cracked and is currently a
hazard. There were no questions

Preservation Committee meeting

M File)

or comments from the committee.

TR 23-094 A tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
authorizing the Principal Chief to
apply for federal funding through
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
Tribal Transportation Bridge Pro-
gram to fund 10 replacement
bridges and 6 bridge construc-
tions within the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation passed with a vote of 4-0. It
was sponsored by Representative
Joseph Hicks. The resolution had
no questions or comments from
the committee.

This resolution authorizes the
principal chief to apply for fed-
eral funds through the BIA bridge
program for the replacement of
10 bridges and the construction
of six bridges for the amount of
$10,261,863.

TR 23-095 A tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
authorizing the adoption of the
2023 - 2024 Conservation Regu-
lations of the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation passed with a vote of 4-0. It
was sponsored by Representative
Galen Cloud. The resolution had
no questions or comments from
the committee.

Jesse Allen from the MCN
Division of Agriculture and Natu-
ral Resources commented that the

regulations made no changes from
previous years.

NCA 23-075 a law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
an appropriation in the amount of
$50,000 to the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Tribal Construction Ser-
vices in order to create the ramp
assistance program passed with a
vote of 4-0. It was sponsored by
Representative Charles McHenry
and co-sponsored by Representa-
tive Robert Hulfft. It will go on to
the Business, Finance, and Justice
Committee (BF&J) for funding.
There were no questions or com-
ments from the committee.

This legislation would benefit
MCN citizens that need assistance
installing residential wheelchair
ramps. It was originally postponed
from an Aug. 8 committee meet-
ing. The legislation now provides
for minor dwelling modifications
to accommodate accessibility.

A representative from tribal
construction made the following
remarks, “..we spoke with Repre-
sentative McHenry and he agreed,
we made a change, we added in
the language for as we understand
there’s going to be instances...
where their door frame might
need to be widened and we added
that language in there to under
certain circumstances we can
widen their door to accommodate
aramp.

NCA 23-097 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
an appropriation in the amount of
$16,308 to the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Facilities Department for
water services provided for the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation Indus-
trial Park located in Okmulgee,
Oklahoma passed with a vote
of 4-0. It was sponsored by Rep.
Joseph Hicks. It will go on to the
BFJ committee for funding.

The water meter at the MCN
Industrial Park at 3510 N. Wood
Drive was installed by the City
of Okmulgee and the MCN in
2008. It was not properly record-
ing water usage from a deter-
mined date spanning from 2014-
2022. An amount of $16,308 has

been requested by the MCN Facil-
ities Department to settle the out-
standing negotiated balance with
the city.

NCA 23-098 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authoriz-
ing the expenditure of grant funds
awarded from the United States
Department of Agriculture for the
benefit of the Division of Agri-
culture and Natural Resources
(DANR) in the amount of $82,517
passed with a vote of 4-0. It was
sponsored by Rep. Cloud. There
were no questions or comments
from the committee.

The MCN DANR was awarded
a Fiscal Year 2023 Tribal Nations
Wild Cervid Grant in the amount
of $82,510. The grant funds will
be used to increase the testing of
wild harvested deer on the reser-
vation for Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease research and provide baseline
knowledge of the absence of pres-
ence of the disease.

Allen later clarified to Mvskoke
Media that remarks made during
discussion that funds would go
towards youth archery equipment
and programming were referenc-
ing different, upcoming legisla-
tion.

NCA 23-099 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation amending
MCNCA title 23, entitled “Wild-
life Code © passed with a vote of
4-0. It was sponsored by Rep.

N

Cloud. There were no questions or
comments from the committee.

Title 23 of the MCNCA deals
with the regulation of hunting,
fishing, trapping and gathering,
and conservation on tribal lands.
Allen stated during discussion
that the update includes a defini-
tion of “legal bait” and “baiting” in
the description of the code.

NCA 23-100 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
an appropriation in the amount
of $70,000 to the Office of Envi-
ronmental Services (OES) for the
lagoon closure at Duck Creek and
Okemah Casinos passed with a
vote of 4-0. It was sponsored by
Rep. Joseph Hicks. It will go on to
the BF&J commiittee.

MCN Oftice of Environmental
Services Director James Williams
made remarks on the bill stat-
ing, “The lagoons have been out
of compliance for awhile, there’s
trees growing up in the berms...
the one in Okemabh, they haven't
used it since they hooked up to
the city water and sewer, we need
to go ahead and close it perma-
nently. The one at Duck Creek...
they want to close the lagoon in
a way to use a drip system” Wil-
liams stated that gaming has com-
mitted $100,000 to the project and
the rest will cost $70,000.

To view the full meeting, visit:
menne.com.
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MILLIONS IN ARPA FUND
EXPENDITURES PASSED BY BFJ

IF ADOPTED BY FULL COUNCIL, FUNDS WILL
BENEFIT MNLH AND MUSCOGEE INTERNATIONAL

COUNCIL COVERAGE

BFJ

BUSINESS. FINANCE & JUSTICE

ABusiness, Finance and Justice Commltt)ee meeting was held at the Mound Building

on Sept. 21 in Okmulgee, Okla. (MM Fi

by BRADEN HARPER
MANAGING EDITOR

OKMULGEE, Okla. - The
Muscogee (Creek) Nation
National Council held the
monthly Business, Finance and
Justice Committee session at the
Mound Building on Sept. 21.

Passed legislation is subject to
full council approval during the
regular session.

The committee addressed the
following legislation, the interpre-
tation of which is attributed to lan-
guage in the bills:

NCA 23-081 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation creating
a new subsection § 2-135 enti-
tled “Rules of Civil Procedure” in
MCNCA Title 27, Chapter 2. Rep-
resentative Sandra Golden spon-
sored the legislation, which was
unanimously postponed indefi-
nitely 3-0. This legislation will not
be presented before the Sept. 30
regular session.

This legislation was previously
postponed on Aug. 17.

NCA 23-082 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation creating
a new subsection § 2-136 enti-
tled “Adoption of Restatement
of Torts, Second and Third” in

MCNCA Title 27, Chapter 2. Rep.
Golden sponsored the legislation,
which was unanimously post-
poned indefinitely 3-0. This legis-
lation will not be presented before
the Sept. 30 regular session.

This legislation was previously
postponed on Aug. 17.

NCA 23-108 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authoriz-
ing the expenditure of the 2023
Enbridge Fueling Futures Grant
for the benefit of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Lighthorse Police
Department. Representative Ran-
dall Hicks sponsored the legis-
lation, which was unanimously
passed 3-0. This legislation will be
presented before the Sept. 30 reg-
ular session.

If adopted by the full council,
the grant will provide $14,526 in
funds to the MCNLH.

NCA 23-109 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authoriz-
ing the expenditure of American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds
received from the United States
Department of the Treasury for
the fiscal relief funding for Mus-
cogee International, LLC. Rep.
Golden sponsored the bill, which
was unanimously passed 3-0. This

legislation will be presented before
the Sept. 30 Regular Session.

If adopted by the full council,
the bill will expend $1,898,637.06
in funds for Muscogee Interna-
tional, LLC.

NCA 23-110 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authoriz-
ing the expenditure of the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
Funds received from the United
States Department of the Treasury
for the fiscal relief funding for
Muscogee Nation Business, LLC.
The bill was sponsored by Rep.
Golden, which was unanimously
passed 3-0. This legislation will be
presented before the Sept. 30 reg-
ular session.

If adopted by the full council,
the bill will expend $1,221,130.39
in funds for Muscogee Interna-
tional, LLC.

NCA 23-111 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authoriz-
ing the expenditure of the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
funds received from the United
States Department of the Trea-
sury for the fiscal relief funding
for the Lighthorse Police Depart-
ment. Representative Mark Ran-
dolph sponsored the bill, which
was passed unanimously 3-0. This
legislation will be presented before
the Sept. 30 regular session.

If adopted by the full council,
the bill will expend $1,973,613 in
funds for MCNLH.

NCA 23-112 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation amending
MCNCA Title 36 § 1-104 enti-
tled “Powers and duties of the
Tax Commissioner”. Rep. Randall
Hicks sponsored the legislation,
which unanimously passed 3-0.
This legislation will be presented
before the Sept. 30 regular session.

If adopted by the full council,
the bill will revise the responsibil-
ities of the tax commissioner posi-
tion.

Referred Legislation

NCA 23-075 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
an appropriation to the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Tribal Construc-

tion Services in order to create
the Ramp Assistance Program.
The bill was sponsored by Repre-
sentative Charles McHenry and
cosponsored by Representative
Robert Hufft. The funding source
was approved and will be pre-
sented before the Sept. 30 regular
session.

If adopted by the full coun-
cil, the appropriation will provide
$50,000 in funds for MCN Tribal
Construction Services.

NCA 23-097 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
an appropriation to the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Facilities Depart-
ment for water services provided
for the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Industrial Park located in Okmul-
gee, Oklahoma. Representative
Joseph Hicks sponsored the leg-
islation. The funding source was
approved and will be presented

before the Sept. 30 regular session.

If adopted by the full coun-
cil, the appropriation will provide
$16,308 in funds for the MCN
Facilities Department.

NCA 23-100 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authoriz-
ing an appropriation to the Office
of Environmental Services for the
lagoon closure at Duck Creek and
Okemah Casinos. Rep. Joseph
Hicks sponsored the bill. The
funding source was approved and
will be presented before the Sept.
30 regular session.

If adopted by the full coun-
cil, the appropriation will provide
$70,000 in funds for the MCN
Office of Environmental Services.

Other business discussed by
the subcommittee included Mus-
cogee Nation Gaming Enterprises.

For more information visit
WWW.IMCNNC.Com.

DISTRICT VOTING NARROWLY FAILS

TO APPEAR ON NOV. 10 BALLOT
USDA WILL PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO

TRIBAL FARMERS
by BRADEN HARPER

MANAGING EDITOR
OKMULGEE, Okla. - The
Muscogee (Creek) Nation

National Council held an emer-
gency session via teleconference
on Sept 21.

The Council addressed the fol-
lowing legislation, the interpreta-
tion of which is attributed to lan-
guage in the bills:

TR 23-098 A tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
authorizing the Principal Chief to
execute a cooperative agreement
between the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation and the United States
Department of Agriculture Office
of Tribal Relations. Representative
Galen Cloud sponsored the bill,
which was adopted unanimously
15-0.

According to the bill, the tribe
is seeking to provide technical
assistance to tribal farmers and
ranchers. The USDA will provide
funding for a federal program spe-
cialist to meet this need.

NCA 23-113 A law of the Mus-

COUNCIL COVERAGE

EMERGENCY SESSION

The National Council held an emergency session
via teleconference. (MM File Photo)

cogee (Creek) Nation to amend
Article IV and Article VI of the
Constitution of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation to re-establish dis-
trict voting. Representative Mark
Randolph sponsored the bill,
which narrowly failed to become
adopted 7-8.

Language in the bill claims
district voting needs to be re-es-
tablished to strengthen commu-
nication among national council
representatives and their district’s
constituents, establish account-
ability and provide more direct
representation to citizens. The bill
will not be presented as a constitu-
tional amendment question on the
Nov. 10 ballot.

To view the full meeting, visit:
mcnnc.com.
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MONAA AND S.P.I.R.L.T.
RECEIVE ASSISTANCE FOR
THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S

DAY EVENT

MCN VETERANS AFFAIRS SERVICE OFFICE WILL
HOST THE STAND DOWN EVENT

by SHAYLN PROCTOR
REPORTER

OKMULGEE, Okla. - The
Muscogee  (Creek) Nation
National Council held an
emergency session via telecon-
ference on Sept. 13.

The Council addressed the
following legislation, the inter-
pretation of which is attributed
to language in the bills:

TR 23-096 A tribal resolu-
tion of the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation amending TR 19-076
(A tribal resolution of the
MCN to suspend all special
appropriations and donations)
as amended by TR 20-150, TR
21-080, TR 22-128, TR 22-143,
TR 22-150, TR 22-155, TR
22-170, TR 23-045 and TR
23-066. Representative Mark
Randolph sponsored the bill,
which was adopted 8-4.

According to the bill, TR
19-076 needs to be amended for
a donation to be made toward
the S.P.ILR.LT. and MONAA
organizations for their respec-
tive Indigenous People’s Day
events.

TR 23-097 A tribal res-
olution of the MCN autho-
rizing the Principal Chief to
enter into a Tribal Transporta-
tion Program (TTP) agreement
with the United States Depart-
ment of the Interior, Bureau of
Indian Affairs. Representative
Joseph Hicks sponsored the
bill, which was adopted 13-0.

According to the bill, the
nation believes that the TTP
agreement will ensure further
protection and preservation
for anyone interested in tribal
citizenship. The nation will
maintain the stability, account-
ability and capability to assist
those duties that are correlated
with a TTP agreement.

NCA 23-101 A law of the
MCN authorizing the expen-
diture of grant funds awarded
from the United States Depart-
ment of Labor for the benefit
of the Veterans Affairs Services
Office. Speaker William Lowe
sponsored the bill, which was
adopted 12-0.

COUNCIL COVERAGE

EMERGENCY SESSION

The National Council held an emergency session via teleconference. (MM File Photo)

The Veterans Affairs Ser-
vice Office has been awarded
$6,557 from the FY 23 Stand
Down Event grant. Their office
will use this fund to host a
Stand Down event for 75 vet-
erans.

NCA 23-102 A law of the
MCN authorizing a donation to
the Society to Preserve Indig-
enous Rights and Indigenous
Treaties (S.P.I.R.I.T.) organi-
zation to financially assist with
the 2023 Okmulgee Indigenous
People’s Day. Representative
Mark Randolph sponsored this
bill, which was adopted 7-4-1.

S.PLR.ILT. has requested
financial assistance to help
with food, drinks, paper prod-
ucts, city permits, performer
stipends and event t-shirts for
its Indigenous People’s Day
event. They have received a

$2,000 funding source identi-
fied as interest on the perma-
nent fund.

NCA 23-105 A law of the
MCN authorizing a dona-
tion to the Muskogee Okla-
homa Native American Associ-
ation (MONAA) to assist with
the 2023 Muskogee Indigenous
People’s Day. Representative
Mary Crawford sponsored the
bill, which was adopted 8-4.

MONAA has hosted an
Indigenous People’s Day event
for the past four years. They
are requesting for $2,000 in
financial assistance. This is to
help with their taco fundraiser
and other Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Day events. The funding
source was identified as inter-
est on the permanent fund.

NCA 23-106 A law of the
MCN authorizing the expen-

diture of the U.S. Department
of Health and Human ser-
vices, Administration for Chil-
dren and Families Tribal Child
Support Enforcement Program
Grant and appropriating tribal
funds for the tribal match for
the benefit of the MCN Office
of Child Support. Rep. Ran-
dolph sponsored the bill, which
was adopted 12-0.

The MCN Office of Child

Support has been awarded
$2,167,612 from the U.S.
Department of Health and

Human Services, Administra-
tion for Children and Families
Tribal Child Support Enforce-
ment Program Grant. The
funding source for this bill was
identified as gaming.

NCA 23-107 A law of the
MCN approving the compre-
hensive annual budget for
fiscal year 2024 and provid-
ing for appropriations. Speaker
Lowe sponsored this bill, which
was adopted 11-1.

The MCN National Coun-
cil has reviewed the Fiscal year
2024 Comprehensive Annual
Budget and has approved the
executive, legislative and judi-
cial branch budgets. This law
is to approve the MCN Com-
prehensive Annual budget for
the remainder of 2024 and to
appropriate funds accordingly.

To view the full meeting,
visit: mcnnc.com.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

SIMEON LEE

Simeon Lee (Zeke) is the son of
Simeon Lee, Jr. and Theresa Wis-
ner-Lee. He recently participated
in the Heritage Cup Lacrosse
Tournament held at Rowan Uni-
versity in Glassboro, NJ over
Memorial Day weekend. Zeke
was selected to play on the inau-
gural Under 13 Haudenosaunee
Nationals Lacrosse team (formerly
known as the Iroquois Nationals)
after an open tryout process. The

Ul3 Haudenosaunee Nationals
is made up of Indigenous players
from across the United States and
Canada. Jeremy Thompson of the
Onondaga Nation is an Iroquois
professional lacrosse player and
held the reins for this new, young
team.

The Haudenosaunee Nationals
won bouts with USA, Poland, and
Israel. The U1l3 Haudenosaunee
Nationals placed second after fall-
ing to Team Ireland in the finals.
There were teams representing
over 15 countries in the Heritage
Cup.

Zeke was invited to play in the

Lacrosse World Series Champion-
ship in North Carolina over 4th of
July weekend with the U13 Thun-
der Nationals Lacrosse Team. The
Thunder Nationals also consists of
Indigenous players from the U.S.
and Canada.

Zeke plays for the Bixby Spar-
tan Lacrosse and Impulse Lacrosse
teams out of Tulsa. Zeke is one of
three brothers who play lacrosse.
Solomon, his oldest brother plays
at Fort Lewis College in Durango,
Colorado and Sam, his younger
brother plays with the Bixby and
Impulse teams.
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE MUSCOGEER (CREEK) NATION
OKMULGEE DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF:
Case No.: JV-MZ-!]_G 0

)
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M.L.; DOB: 11/22/2013 )]
)

Alleged Deprived Child, )

NOTICE OF HEARING T0:

UNKNOWN FATHER, as to M.L.

YOU ARE HEREBY GIVEN NOTICE that a Motion to Terminate Parental Rights has
been filed against you in the above-styled and numbered cause and will be heard in the
District Courtroom of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Tribal Complex in Okmulgee,

YOU ARE HEREBY INFORMED that it is sought by the Muscogee {Creck) Nation

Primary Care is available!

that the child remain a ward of the Court and custedy be conlinued in the Children and

of possible pre-adopti

Family Services Administration for continued foster pl

SPECIALTY SERVICES:
GENERAL NEUROLOGY - STROKE CLINIC . HEADACHE CLINIC - UROGYNECOLOGY . GYNECOLOGY
ENDOCRINOLOGY « PHYSICAL THERAPY . OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY . CHIROPRACTIC CARE

placement. YOU ARE FURTHER INFORMED that you have the right to be

represented by legal counsel at this hearing.

FURTHERMORE, failure to appear at the hearing shall constitute a denial of interest in
COUNCIL OAK EXPRESS CARE

Monday - Friday 7am -7pm « Saturday & Sunday - 9am - 5pm

the child, which denial may result, without further notice of this proceeding or any

¥ fing, in the ination of your parental rights.

[ THE DISTRICT COURT

Call 918-233-9550 for an appointment

LCOUNCIL OAK

COMPRFHENSIVE HEATTHCARFE

10109 E. 78th St. « Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133
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THE MVSKOKE NEWS CENVPAKEN

SEEKING FLUENT AND PROFICIENT
MVSKOKE SPEAKERS

TO DUB GLOBALLY RELEASED FEATURE FILM

FﬂR THE VERY FIRST
I CINEMATIC HISTORY

- JESUS COMES HOME

“THE SAVIOR” HAS BEEN TRANSLATED INTO OVER 40
LANGUAGES AND IS NOW COMING TO THE
MUSCOGEE-CREEK NATION.

HELP US TELL THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST WHILE
WORKING TO PRESERVE THE MVSKOKE LANGUAGE.

CALL (405) 595-0053
FOR MORE INFORMATION

THESAVIORMVSKOKE.COM
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