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OKMULGEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS EMPLOYEE ACCUSED
OF SPANKING MVSKOKE SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENT

SPECIAL NEEDS DEPARTMENT AT
OPS DESCRIBED AS “DUMPING

GROUND?”

Okmulgee Public Schools has recently faced allegations of enacting

= Al

corporal punishment on a special needs student. In the State of
Oklahoma, by law state educators are not allowed to enact corporal
punishment on students with special needs. (Braden Harper/MM)

by BRADEN HARPER
MANAGING EDITOR

Profanity Warning: The fol-
lowing story contains vulgar lan-
guage referenced in a direct quote.

OKMULGEE, Okla. - An
Okmulgee Public School Dis-
trict paraprofessional employee
was accused of spanking a spe-

cial needs student at the primary
school on the first day of school
on Aug. 16. The employee, Jesse
Johnson was accused by the stu-
dent who disclosed the incident to
his parents when he arrived home
at the end of the day. Due to the
fact that the student is a minor,
their name will not be disclosed in
this article. The student is a citizen
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation.

The students mother, Sally
VanStraten (Mvskoke) claimed
her son had been spanked when
he arrived home on the first day of
school, visibly upset.

“The first thing he (VanS-
traten’s son) told me was ‘spank}’
VanStraten said. “I asked what
happened, he said Tesse called
me ‘fuck you’ and ‘bitch” VanS-
traten’s son then proceeded to
show his mother where he had
been spanked, and reported that it
made him cry.

Until that point, VanStraten
was unaware Johnson was involved
with the special needs classroom.
From there, she called the school
to lodge a complaint. VanStraten’s
daughter emailed the districts
superintendent, Renee Dove over
the incident. Dove responded that
the matter was under investiga-
tion.

VanStraten and her husband
provided statements for the inves-
tigation, and took down their
son’s account of what happened.
According to VanStraten, she was
told by school officials that the
investigation found no wrongdo-
ing on behalf of Johnson’s part.

In the meantime, VanStraten

had refused to let her son return
to school out of fear that Johnson
would spank him again. In Sep-
tember she discovered that her
son had been dropped out of the
school district due to his extended
absence.

When asked by VanStraten
if Johnson was qualified to work
with special needs students at the
beginning of the 2023-2024 school
year, she was merely told inces-
santly by the school that, “we only
follow protocol”. She was not given
a direct “yes’, or “no” answer.

According to Oklahoma state
law regarding corporal punish-
ment on special needs students,

“As applied to students with
disabilities entitled to special edu-
cation services under the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA), the use of corpo-
ral punishment by employees or
agents of an Oklahoma public
school is prohibited beginning in
the 2020-2021 school year”

The Okmulgee Primary School
handbook does not explicitly list
corporal punishment as a disci-
pline method authorized for staff
to perform on students.

Disability Diagnosis

VanStraten’s son was diag-
nosed with autism at the age of
three years old. At the time of
his diagnosis he was nonverbal.
When a child is diagnosed with
an autism spectrum disorder, their
abilities and behaviors are ranked
on a scale of three levels of sever-
ity. VanStraten’s son’s diagnosis
was classified as a severity level
two, which is defined as “requiring
substantial support”.

In addition to autism, VanS-
tratens son was also diagnosed
with attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD). This makes it
challenging for him to sit still and
focus in a classroom setting. His
diagnoses require the assistance of
a certified paraprofessional.

VanStraten’s son attends ther-
apy at the Autism Comprehen-
sive Educational Services (ACES)
location in Bixby to help over-
come learning challenges. Initially
VanStraten and her son made the
trip from Okmulgee to Bixby five
times a week. Over time, VanS-
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GLENPOOL POLICE AND LPD SWAT
RESPOND TO A HOSTAGE-TURNED-
BARRICADE SITUATION

LIGHTHORSE POLICE SWAT TEAM ASSISTED LOCAL POLICE
IN SECURING THE AREA

A Glenpool Neighborhood is now safe after a Mvskoke man was arrested by LPD Thursday Oct. 26 in
Glenpool, Okla. (Courtesy Photo: MCN Principal Chief David Hill Facebook Page)

by MORGAN TAYLOR
MULTIMEDIA PRODUCER

GLENPOOL, Okla. - Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Light-
horse  Police  Department
arrested a suspect barricading
himself in his mothers’ home
after law enforcement safely
removed her from the situa-
tion.

Neighbors made concern-
ing calls to the Glenpool Police
Department during the early
hours of Thursday morning,
claiming there was an armed
adult male trashing his moth-
er’s house while also threaten-
ing her.

GPD responded to the call
just after 4:00 a.m., which
turned into a hostage situation.

That’s when the local police
department called for LPD
SWAT assistance.

MCN Press Secretary Jason
Salsman said agencies from
Jenks also responded to the
scene.

Neighbors were evacuated
from the area near 143rd and

Kendalwood. The street was
blocked off for hours while
police worked the scene.

Police located a window
where the mother was able to
communicate with officers,
unbeknownst to the suspect.
With police help, she was able
to escape.

After talking with officers,
she confirmed that the suspect
was armed.

Salsman said it turned from
a hostage situation to a barri-
cade situation.

Officers made repeated
attempts to communicate with
the man, which were unsuc-
cessful.

Salsman said the man
responded by saying things
like, “you are going to have to
come in and shoot me” and “I
am not going lightly”.

Just before 9:00 a.m., the
SWAT team safely removed
the suspect from the home and
arrested him.

According to Salsman, the
suspect is a Muscogee (Creek)
citizen.

“He is liable to be charged
with the severity of his crimes
in both Creek Nation and fed-
eral court”

He mentioned the suspect
did have prior felony charges
and should not have possessed
a firearm.

“Its an unfortunate inci-
dent,” Salsman said. “But we
are really happy to see nothing
bad happened, this didn’t end
in tragedy.”

According to a post from
Principal Chief David Hill, the
peaceful resolution was a result
of the partnership between

agencies.

“This is why we have
cross-deputization agree-
ments,” Hill said. “Excellent
collaborative work between

LHPD, SWAT and Glenpool
Police Department showing
how we’re more when we com-
bine our efforts” Chief Hill
said. “This situation could have
ended in tragedy, but thank-
fully we have a resolution.”

HALLOWEEN EVENTS
BRING TRICKS AND
TREATS TO STUDENTS
ACROSS THE NATION

NEW PROSPER STUDIOS HOSTED KICK-OR-TREAT,

Mykalia Frank
Bartlmpated in
hillips)

by SHAYLN PROCTOR
REPORTER

OKMULGEE, Okla.- The
Kick-or-Treat event was held at
the newly-located New Pros-
per Studios on Oct. 28. Attend-
ees enjoyed treats that were passed
out along with hot dogs, chips and
drinks. Due to inclement weather,
the event was hosted at the studio
instead of the original location,
the Muscogee Nation Omniplex.

Prosper Studio owner and
400 Waves member Kayleb
Brown (Mvskoke) and his girl-
friend Mykalia Frank (Mvskoke)
helped co-host the Kick-or-Treat
event. Along with them were the
entire New Prosper Studio family,
Browns brothers, and family. This
was their second annual Hallow-
een-themed event.

WHILE OIC HOSTED HEAD START TRICK-OR-TREAT

0ses withone of the Head Start students that
he Kick or Treat event. (Photo Courtesy: Tevin

The event saw families and
children from throughout the
community dress up in costumes.
Those in attendance appeared to
enjoy themselves.

The turnout exceeded expec-
tations due to the location change
and downsizing where it could be
hosted indoors. Overall the crew
handed out somewhere between
300-350 bags of candy, and 160
hotdogs. According to Brown and
Frank, while the event ran out of
food and treats, that is not a bad
thing as they hope to see the event
grow bigger every year.

The event received donations
from Walmart, New Music & New
Artist, Sko Trim, Ausbrooks, John-
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traten’s son would learn how to
speak in spite of his disability.
Although he can not speak at the
same level as other students, he
can still talk and communicate
with others.

In light of these diagnoses,
VanStraten claimed that OPS did
not properly accommodate her
son.

Enrollment

VanStraten is an OPS alumnus.
According to her, she did not want
her son to attend her alma mater.
When the time came to discuss
education options, ACES offi-
cials recommended Morris Public
Schools over OPS. When VanS-
traten applied to have her son
transferred to MPS, their applica-
tion was denied. The family’s only
option for their special needs stu-
dent was OPS.

whelmed, underpaid and they
needed help,” VanStraten said.
VanStraten added that her son
was required to attend summer
school in order to catch up on the
curricullum he missed because
paraprofessionals allowed him to
sleep during the past school year.

Lapse of State IEP standards

At the time VanStraten’s son
started school at OPS, the spe-
cial needs department was under
the direction of former OPS Spe-
cial Needs Director and School
Psychologist, Dr. Dalawna Brent.
A native of Okmulgee, Dr. Brent
spent years in graduate school
learning about early education.

Dr. Brent holds a master’s
degree and a doctorate in educa-
tional psychology. She dedicated
her educational career to educa-
tion. Dr. Brents resume would
easily fit the needs of any districts
special needs department, espe-

“dumin grud’ by fomer educators. (huterstok)

VanStraten’s son experienced
challenges in the classroom.
According to VanStraten, during
the 2022-2023 school year her son
was kicked out for kicking and hit-
ting a teacher. She also claimed
that in lieu of teaching proper spe-
cial needs curriculum, paraprofes-
sionals allowed her son to sleep
throughout the school day.

“They were overworked, over-

cially an underserved one like
OPS.

Dr. Brent served over the spe-
cial needs department at OPS
for nearly three years. Coming
into the position, she saw a lot of
room for improvement within the
department. However, this did not
initially deter her from enacting
change.

“There had been some inade-

quate leadership in the department
that led to a lot of the troubles and
deficiencies the department was
experiencing,” Dr. Brent said.

Unfortunately  within  six
months or so, Dr. Brent would
learn the issue was systemic.
According to Dr. Brent, individ-
ualized education program (IEP)
standards were not being met,
thus the program’s problems con-
tinued to persist.

“She’s the only reason why
we agreed to send our children
here,” VanStraten said. “She actu-
ally cares and knows special edu-
cation.”

Dr. Brent resigned from the
district in May. She described her
resignation as “inevitable”. In spite
of the fact she had spent three years
at the district, she was unable to
fix the issues she believed needed
to be fixed. Dr. Brent made the
decision to leave in order to pre-
serve her reputation as a profes-
sional educator.

“At that point it put my pro-
fessional liability and professional
responsibility at risk,” Dr. Brent
said.

Special education is highly reg-
ulated at the state and federal level.
Dr. Brent did not believe those
standards were being met at OPS.
When asked about how the dis-
trict needs to improve, Dr. Brent
did not mince words on how she
described their approach to spe-
cial needs education.

“The special education depart-
ment appears to be the dump-
ing ground,” Dr. Brent said. “It
seems to be where we send those
students, the staff members, the
equipment that is defective. We
don’t want to deal with it, but we
can't get rid of it”

Moving Forward

Myskoke Media reached out to
the Okmulgee Public School Dis-
trict on the allegations of corporal
punishment. The district provided
the following statement,

“Early in the current school

year, there was an allegation made
that a district employee adminis-
tered corporal punishment to a
student. The allegation was thor-
oughly investigated, and no evi-
dence was found to support this
claim. School district staff mem-
bers have not administered corpo-
ral punishment to any district stu-
dent in approximately 10 years or
more”

The district’s statement would
further go on to claim they cur-
rently have qualified special needs
education staff members.

Although  VanStratens son
had been dropped from the dis-
trict in September, it did not stop
her from attending the monthly
school board meeting on Oct. 10.
VanStraten confronted Dove and
other school officials about who
investigated the incident involv-

ing her son. This resulted in VanS-
traten being removed from the
board meeting.

VanStraten remarked that she
has been in contact with fellow
special needs student parents at
OPS. According to her, many have
had similar experiences with a
lackluster special needs educa-
tion curriculum at OPS, prompt-
ing them to remove those students
from the district. At this time,
VanStraten is not pursuing legal
action against OPS. It is her belief
that legal action will not solve the
problem for other families of spe-
cial needs students within the dis-
trict.

“These kids deserve an edu-
cation just like the other kids do,”
VanStraten said. “I will stand up
and fight for every single one of
them.”
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son’s Stepping Stone Cafe as well as
family members.

Both Brown and Frank enjoyed
seeing the families that attended.
They also enjoyed giving back
to the community. Brown men-
tioned how grateful and happy he
felt helping with the event, espe-
cially by giving away free food and
treats at no cost. “A lot of people
were happy and it made us happy,’
Brown said.

Everyone involved with the
event wore a Kick-or-Treater
sweater. Frank made the sweaters
and came up with the design her-
self.

The Kick-or-Treat name came
from Brown’s brother who is a
rapper. “We were at the house
and my brother was talking about
doing stuff in the community and
what we could do, then he just
came up with saying, ‘what about
kick-or-treat bub and sis?, and it
had a little ring to it so we just ran
with it;” Brown said.

Both Brown and Frank were
glad to receive support from the
community, different businesses,
as well as family and friends. “I'm
thankful for the community for
helping out and look forward to
doing it next year,” Frank said.

The couple is exploring ideas
on future community events. They
both discussed doing something
for children on the weekends or
after school. “We have a big back-
yard out here and we would like to
show movies or something,” Frank
said.

The studio welcomes new art-
ists or anyone that wants to start
making music of their own.

For further information about
New Prosper Studios, they can be
contacted at 918-777-6797. They
can also be found on social media
platforms under the handle, @
NewProsperStudios.

Nation

Muscogee
Principal Chief David Hill pins

(Creek)

a lapel pin onto a student
dressed up as the chief. (Photo
Courtesy: MCN Principal Chief
David Hill Facebook page)

Head Start Trick-or-Treat

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation
held their annual Trick-or-Treat
event for MCN Okmulgee Head
Start students at the Okmul-
gee Indian Community Center
on Oct. 31. Different MCN pro-
grams participated and dressed up
in Halloween costumes to pass out
candy to students.

Around 111 students attended
this event, 23 departments and
programs provided booths to hand
out candy for students. Some of
the MCN Departments included
the Department of Education and
Training, Finance, Reintegration,
Transit, and the Mvskoke Lan-
guage Department.

Students left the event with
all sorts of treats. They were also
able to show off their Hallow-
een costumes. Students were seen
smiling and laughing with their
classmates. MCN Department
members dressed up with their
own Halloween costumes and dec-
orated booths. Some of the parents
even joined in with their students,
and witnessed their excitement
from what the event had to offer.

MCN Okmulgee Head Start
Parent and Family Commu-
nity Engagement Specialist Tina
Ward stated that she would like

to express her gratitude to the dif-
ferent departments and programs
that attended and passed out
candy. She is appreciative of the
hard work each department put in,
and the engagement with students.

One of the most memorable
moments for Ward was seeing a
student dressed up as MCN Prin-
cipal Chief David Hill. The real
Chief Hill even offered the student
his own MCN lapel pin.

Ward mentioned in a state-
ment that she is also grateful for
MCN Department of Educa-
tion and Training Project Man-
ager Elsa Lowe, who switched the

events locale to the Okmulgee
Indian Community Center due
to inclement weather. Lowe also
made flyers for the event.

“Community engagement is an
important aspect of the Head Start
program. Showing support for the
children and families by coming
together has the possibility of pre-
senting opportunities for families
to become more aware of the pro-
grams throughout the Muscogee
Nation. Having support of these
departments shows our children
and families that they are valued,’
Ward said.

Muscogee (Creek) Nation Departments gathered at the Okmulgee
Indian Community Center to set up booths and dress up in Halloween
costumes to pass out candy to Head Start Students during the tribe’s
annual Tirck-or-Treat event. (Shayln Proctor/MM)
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HO-CHUNK ACTIVIST DRIVES
FOR MURDERED AND MISSING
INDIGENOUS WOMEN

ELIZABETH JOHNSON USES HER LIVELIHOOD
TO SHARE A MESSAGE AND SPARK
CONVERSATIONS

=
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Elizabeth Johnson (Ho-Chunk) uses her semi trailer to raise

Elizabeth Johnson)

by MEREDITH JOHNSON
REPORTER
MVSKOKE RESERVA-

TION- For Elizabeth Johnson
(Ho-Chunk) activism and liveli-
hood are intertwined, and on the
road. Johnson owns and oper-
ates Ho-Chunk Trucking and has
used the original white sides of her
trailer as a blank canvas to raise
awareness for Murdered and Miss-
ing Indigenous Women (MMIW).
On Oct 4, Johnson spoke with
Mvskoke Medias Emvpanaya
about her work and activism.
After a few years of driving
for other people, Johnson pur-
chased her own semi, a few years
after that she purchased her own
trailer. She knew when she got
the plain trailer she wanted a
custom wrap that somehow fea-
tured her culture. Gaining inspira-
tion from friends and family, she
had one custom made with images
of Nebraska Ho-Chunk women in
dance and pow wow regalia.
However, one woman is prom-
inently placed, her face bearing
the red handprint over her mouth
that has become the symbol for the

awareness for Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women. (Courtesy:

MMIP movement. That’s John-
son’s niece, Jalisa (Winnebago)
and one of the main inspirations
for the truck. In addition to the
images, the sides are emblazoned
with the messages, “For 500 years,
countless Native women have been
murdered or gone missing. Stop
killing our sisters,” and “INVISI-
BLE NO MORE”

Johnson is driven in her desire
to bring awareness to the harrow-
ing realities of violence faced by
Native women. Johnson shared,
“The entire purpose of this semi
is so that the entire world that
I travel in knows that there are
Native women out here missing
and that the government or FBI is
not really doing anything”

Encouragement
and Conversations

Johnson has positive support
on the road from the Native com-
munity. She shared that the kind
of encouragement she receives
is overwhelmingly supportive,
“From Native people, it's a pos-
itive, you know, anything can
happen from stopping, waving,

taking video of me, talking and
telling me that they love it, they've
never seen it, it's powerful... about
time. All Natives have nothing but
encouraging words to say to me as
far as their appreciation to what it
is I've chosen to do with my plat-
form”

Reception from non-Native
people has ranged from support-
ive and encouraging. She’s received
comments like “It’s beautiful!”and
“Keep spreading the word!” to
the curious. She explained, “A lot
of them are curious, they don't
understand, they don’t know, and
they want to know. They even
track you down and follow you
into parking lots and ask about the
trailer, ‘What does it mean? Why
does it have the red hand? And
then they’re like ‘Wow”’

While the conversations and
encounters have been supportive
of Johnson’s work and message,
one encounter left her admittingly
dumbfounded. Johnson relayed
that during a rest stop in Shawnee,
she parked in a lot at a Walmart off
the interstate and noticed a couple
looking at the images on the trailer
and expected to have a conversa-
tion or exchange. She engaged
them by stating, “I's beautiful,
huh?”

When the woman replied, “it’s
scary; and promptly got back in
their car, Johnson was at a loss
and recognised the missed oppor-
tunity. “T was left kind of dumb-
founded but inside I wanted to say.
It is scary, the thought of another
human being snatching up or
murdering and assaulting Native
women is scary... to be in a world
that you're so unprotected that you
are looked at as so unimportant
and that you don’t matter... thats
what I wanted to say. That was
probably the only negative expe-
rience”

The Numbers
According to a 2016 National

Institute of Justice study, more
than four in five American Indian

and Alaska Native women (84.3
percent) have experienced vio-
lence in their lifetime, includ-
ing 56.1 percent who have experi-
enced sexual violence.

While these numbers are star-
tling, the situation is still much
worse. According to the 2008
National Violence Against Women
Survey (NVAWS) conducted by
the National Institute of Justice
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, less than half of vio-
lent victimizations against women
are ever reported. The data is even
more startling for Indigenous
women.

The Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls
Report by the Urban Indian
Health Institute of the Seat-
tle Indian Health Board (UIHI)
found several reasons for the lack
of representative data on violence
against Native women and girls.
The study examined law enforce-
ment records, state and national
databases, media coverage, social
media posts, and community and
family accounts.

They found that racial misclas-
sifications in race, poor relation-
ships between law enforcement
and Native communities, lack of
record keeping, underreporting in
the media, and an absence of rela-
tionships between journalists and
Native communities coalesce in
creating a void in representative
data on Native women and girls.

For example, they found biases
in media coverage not only show
a lack of representation, but also
perpetuate violence. In their study,
they found that only 25% of cases
of missing or murdered women
and girls were covered by local,
regional, or national media, and
less than 7% were covered more
than three times. They also found
nearly 40% of coverage referred to
drug or alcohol use and 31% ref-
erenced the victim’s criminal his-
tory. It stated, “..media sources
have used language that could
be perceived as violent and vic-
tim-blaming in their coverage of

MMIW cases. This type of cover-
age can also perpetuate negative
stereotypes of American Indian
and Alaska Native women and
girls”

Big Bertha and the Girls

These numbers reflect the
social context in which Johnson
drives her truck. They also rep-
resent her personal background.
After a nine year marriage where
she survived physical, emotional,
and mental abuse, owning and
operating her own trucking com-
pany was a lifeline.

Johnson explained, “I was
broke and I went home and I
heard this voice that said, look for
a semi and it kept bothering me,
so I gave in... I traded in a new
Silverado for a semi because I
knew the bank would have to take
the truck back, but if I could get
something I could make money
with T could make the payments.
They gave me a business loan, they
didn’t do those but I talked it into
them and they did” Thats how
Johnson came to own “Big Bertha
and the Girls”, the semi and trailer
that make up her solo trucking
company.

Johnson has invested her life
into spreading the message but
times are currently hard for her.
Post-Covid fuel rates have risen,
the price of shipping has gone
down, and truck repairs have
eaten away at her credit. “T'm at
a place here where I'm looking at
possible bankruptcy, I'm not sure
how much longer I can keep Big
Bertha and the Girls on the road...
I can’t pay my bills, so I started a
gofundme, as a last resort to try
to keep my trailer moving on the
road, and I don’t know how that’s
gonna go. I can’t get ahead here”
Johnson said.

While she would like more
business, the opportunity to get
free from debt incurred from

MMIW TRAILER
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MCN SPONSORS ANNUAL PECAN

FESTIVAL
THIS YEAR'S EVENT MOVED TO HARVEST
SEASO
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by MORGAN TAYLOR
MULTIMEDIA PRODUCER

OKMULGEE, Okla. - The
Muscogee (Creek) Nation was the
presenting sponsor of the annual
Pecan Festival. The community
event takes place in downtown
Okmulgee, the capital city of the
Muscogee (Creek) Reservation.

Hosted by the Okmulgee
Chamber of Commerce and the
Okmulgee Main Street organi-
zation, the festival is sponsored
in part by the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation along with the College of
Muscogee Nation as a partner.

A $4,000 contribution from
the Nation was given to the hosts
for the festival.

This years’ festival was moved
from the hot month of June to the
pecan-flourishing month of Octo-
ber.

Famous pecan brittle was pre-
pared and packaged by Chef Grady
Perryman, the Oklahoma State
University Institute of Technology
Culinary Department, Okmulgee
Chamber of Commerce Ambas-
sadors, Melissa Parchman, and the
staff from Magoon and Associates.

The downtown square where

The Pecan Festival was held downtown Okmulgee, Okla. (Morgan

| [

T[T

the historic Muscogee Council
House sits, acted as the center of
the festival, setting the foundation
for vendors along the central hub.

Carnival rides kicked off the
three-day event on the evening of
Thursday, Oct. 26. It continued
on Friday evening with additional
events.

Saturday’s agenda was full with
events starting at 8 a.m., and last-
ing until 11 p.m.

Live entertainment included
local favorites like the Lance
Gouge Band on Friday and the
Brent Giddens Band on Saturday.
Both bands feature one or more
Myskoke people in them.

After last year’s extreme
summer heat put a damper on the
festival, the chamber and partner-
ing organizations thought the date
change would be attractive to fes-
tival attendees.

After the festival's first
announcement in May, feedback
seemed positive. Unfortunately,
the weekend’s rainy weather put
restraints on many of the outdoor
events.

| MVSKOKEMARKET

SNACKS - DRINKS - BEADED JEWELRY - APPAREL - BOOKS - ART & MORE!

CAPITAL COMPLEX - SOLOMON MCCOMBS BUILDING
(13000 OK-56 - 0OKMULGEE, OK 74447)

BUSINESS HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY // 8:30AM-4:30PM // PHONE: 918.732.7604

The Scare on the Square event
hosted nearly 50 local businesses/
organizations handing out candy
for the community to trick-or-
treat, along the Council House
Square. One Fire Casino was one
of the 50 businesses.

Umbrella Alley

Sponsors and organizers want
to bring positive attention to the
downtown area. Another way the
community is creating positivity is
using an empty downtown alley-
way. Okmulgee Main Street orga-
nization members were inspired
after seeing the usage of unused
alleys in a town called Pikeville,
Kentucky. After nearly two years,
the project was launched on Oct.
3.

“We can’t thank everyone
enough that chose to spend their
Saturday transforming this alley
and making dreams come to fru-
ition,” Okmulgee Main Street said
in a Facebook post.

Clint and Megan Wilson
(Mvskoke) and Rod Weimer

Sunlight beams through colorful umbrellas strung above the alley at
5th Street between Grand and Morton in Downtown Okmulgee. The
project is called Umbrella Alley, and is inspired by similar projects
found in other cities like Pikeville, Kentucky. (Morgan Taylor/MM)

allowed the organization to uti-
lize the space in between their
buildings for the project located
at 5th Street between Grand and
Morton.

For more information on the
Annual Pecan Festival, visit the
Okmulgee Main Street page on
Facebook.
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MVSKOKE CITIZEN
JACK STAFFORD’S
HANDCRAFTED CEDAR
BOXES TO BE USED IN
NATIONAL ARCHIVE

BOXES WILL BE USED AT THE PIPESTEM
NATIONAL MONUMENTCONVERSATIONS

by MEREDITH JOHNSON
REPORTER

o

Jack Stafford stands in his workshop displaying cedar boxes made

for the Pipestem National Monument. (Courtesy: Jack Stafford)

MVSKOKE RESERVATION-
Mvskoke citizen Jack Stafford
has found that hobbies can turn
into something more. The former
home builder has kept busy craft-
ing cedar boxes since retirement,
yet recently his woodworking
skills have carved out an inter-
esting niche. They will be used
as storage boxes for the archival
pipestem collections at Pipestone
National Monument in Minne-
sota.

Stafford and his wife, Nanette,
run Cedar Creations by Jack, an
Etsy store where they sell a vari-
ety of cedar boxes and craftwork.
It began when he made a box for

his wife’s feather fan, once her
friends saw it they wanted one
too. Nanette recalled, “He made
the first one for me. Most of my
friends are Osage, and when they
saw the box he made for me they
all wanted one. And that’s how it
got started”

Jack believes that is how Pipe-
stone found out about his work.
“We got a call one day and it was
this lady from Pipestone National
Monument. She asked if we could
make 100 cedar boxes”

Stafford’s shop keeps a few
stock boxes in different sizes at
the ready. He can also create boxes
to the customer’s specifications,

but nothing like what the archive
needed. They requested 100 boxes
in sizes from 20 inches to three
feet. The boxes were also to be
made without nails or screws,
the only hardware being latches
and hinges. Stafford has finished
up the first 50 boxes of the order.
He and Nanette will be delivering
them to the archive in person.

The soft red stone found at
Pipestone National Monument
has been quarried for over 3,000
years by Indigenous people for
pipes. The site contains a still-used
quarry, a grassland prairie, and a
visitor’s center and archive.

Stafford stated, “I am honored
to have been chosen to make these
cedar boxes that will be storing
these ancestral ceremonial pipes
for generations to come. There
has been a lot of work and a lot of
prayer placed into each box. I am
excited to be able to deliver them
to the Pipestone National Monu-
ment in Minnesota.”

Stafford has also recently been
working with the University of
Tennessee and the Osage Nation
on a repatriation burial project.
He was contacted by the univer-
sity to make boxes specifically for
the repatriation of burial remains
unearthed during archeological
research.

The project is especially hum-
bling for Stafford who designed
the boxes to particular stan-
dards in consultation with the
Osage Nation. “The cedar box
was made without any hardware
at all, including the hinges and
latches, but needed to be able to
be sealed once the remains were
placed inside. I was able to make
the lid fit into the top of the box
with the use of wooden pegs. The
Osage Nation had requested the
box be made without the velvet on
the flooring or without the protec-
tive oil on the outside”

Stafford shared, “I was hon-
ored to make the cedar box that
would allow the ancestral remains
to be returned to Osage Nation for
reburial in the land from where

they were taken. The university
and Osage Nation were pleased
the box was made by an enrolled
member of a tribal nation and by
a veteran.

To shop for original boxes and
other items made by Jack, visit the
Stafford’s online store at etsy.com/
shop/CeadarCreationsByJack.

Jack Staffford prepares cedar boxes for transport. (Courtesy: Jack

Stafford)

UNOFFICIAL 2023 MCN

GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS

F The Muscogee (Creek) Mation

Q 2003 General Elecion

| Wz

e Unofiicial Results Repan

Hatigaul Council Seat A Creek Dhtrict

] e | Barty Voting _ Blectiom Duy Vetlng LE

[ 1 wm TERT Y [T 1 [T T

It Facki BN anEN R B e W N
Cant Wales FE T R o N0 T
Lot M H
[ L] ]

Hational Council Seat A Clmulges Dintrict

Ghoien MentsVoting Rty Voting _Dection Duy Voting  Total

Wik Lows (T 5T W W R T [T

LI LS Laar (ThY W R [Ta] Frry (1. ] [ 5
Lt Wik e s CUR W nan e ol
Iy § L]
Chvarvgrien ]

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation Election Board published the unofficial
results of the general election on election day, Nov. 4. (Courtesy:

MCN Election Board)

by BRADEN HARPER
MANAGING EDITOR

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Election Office has tallied up the
votes, and have released the unof-
ficial results of the General Elec-
tion. Dode Barnett won 52% of
the vote for Creek District Seat
A. Robyn Whitecloud won 54%
of the vote for Okmulgee District
Seat A.

A total of 18 poll sites were

open on election day from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Each poll site was located
at a Creek Indian Community
Center. Early voting was made
available at select sites Nov. 1-2.

These are the unofficial results
from early voting, absentee ballots
and the election day itself. They
are not official as of yet.

At the time of this publication,
only the unofficial results were
available. The official results were
made available Nov. 10.

Secondhand

Smoke Doesn’t

Stay Next Door

The smoke from one cigarette affects
everyone in multiunit housing — especially
kids. Exposure to secondhand smoke can
lead to health issues, including:

e Asthma attacks & ear infections

e Absences from school & work

¢ Lung disease & multiple cancers

¢ |ncreased risk of addiction as adults

Learn more at

TOBACCO

STOPS WITH

com

"B TSET
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MMIW TRAILER

Continued from Page 3

mechanical services would go
a long way in keeping her on
the road and spreading aware-
ness of MMIW. In addition to
her Gofundme page, she is work-
ing on a tiered sponsorship pro-

case it’s an Indigenous person. You
know, human life. The color red is
a powerful color of success or tur-
moil. In this case, the bloodshed
of a missing Indigenous person
and its being across her mouth is
letting people know that we are
not going to be quiet anymore.

FORMER MCN PROGRAM
HEAD WINS ELDER

PAGEANT

THE OKEMAH INDIAN COMMUNITY
HOSTED AN ELDER PAGEANT AT FALL

FESTIVAL

INVISIBLE
NO MORE

‘-'-Hw-ﬁ-ﬂn—
l-#-u-—--‘.

Elizabeth Johnson’s trailer reads

“Invisible No More”. Native

American women are pictured in thier traditional tribal regalia along
with a woman with a red palm print across her face. (Courtesy:

Elizabeth Johnson)

gram. Sponsors can get social
media and reporting shout-outs,
logos and branding on Big Bertha
and the Girls, and a guest speaking
engagement.

Even through the strained
financial hardships, Johnson has
remained tenacious in her com-
mitment to spreading awareness
of MMIW. “The hand itself is a
symbol of humanity and in this

We're going to start speaking up,
we're going to fight and be heard.
Stop killing our women. Men go
missing as well. Stop killing our
people”

To visit Johnson’s gofundme,
type in “Ho-Chunk Trucking” on
the site.

Tolearn more about Ho-Chunk
Trucking, visit the official Face-
book page.

N

ANONYMOUS

TIP LINE

918-304-6204

N« MVSKOKEMEDIA

o

Mary Lee placed first at the Elders Pageant during the Okemah Fall

Harvest Festival in Okemah, Okla. (Morgan Taylor/MM)

by MORGAN TAYLOR
MULTIMEDIA PRODUCER

OKMULGEE, Okla. — Dis-
playing wisdom, poise and ageless
beauty, a group of women elders
left the pageant panel of judges
with a hard decision to make at the
Okemah Muscogee Nation Indian
Community Annual Elders’ Pag-
eant on Oct. 13.

The ladies competed against
each other in categories like tradi-
tional dress, traditional presenta-
tion, community/tribal contribu-
tions, and impromptu questions.

After some  deliberation,
the judges gave emcee, former
Miss Muscogee Nation Clau-
dia McHenry the official results,
naming OMNIC member Mary
Lee the contest winner.

According to Lee, she initially
wasn't going to enter the pageant
until some members of the com-
munity encouraged her to do so.

“I finally said, ‘okay T’ll do it}
Lee said.

Family and friends believe it

was her motivation to lead pro-
grams like the MCN Vocational
Rehab and her push for the Rein-
tegration Program that helped her
win the 2023 Elder’s Pageant title.

Lee honored her friends who
came in second place, Jean-
nie Sands and third place, Susan
Dotey.

The Fall Harvest Festival is a

growing event in the community.
It is hosted by the OMNIC and
involves the City of Okemah and
local businesses.

The event kicks off on a Friday
evening with the pageant, followed
by a Saturday full of events. This
includes a parade that Lee and her
competitors got to ride in through
Okemal’s business district.

The parade included the Este
Cate Hoktvke Suletawv (Mvskoke
Women’s Honor Guard), who also
marched in the Veterans Day
Parade in Tulsa on Now. 10.

The Hen House partnered with
the OMNIC to host venders from
early Saturday morning until the
evening.

A car show displayed classic
hot rods along the sides of main
street. They were judged in con-
tests as well.

Other contests included a
fudge contest, barbeque contest,
chalk contest, street games, kara-
oke, and a kid’s costume contest.

Kids were able to attend the
kid’s fest at the center in the after-
noon for pumpkin painting, face
painting and a photobooth.

A “to go” fall feast concluded
the events for the day, per tradi-
tion.

For more information, visit the
Okemah Muscogee Nation Indian
Community Facebook page.

The Muscogee Nation Women’s Honor Guard are pictured with
National Council Representative Galen Cloud at the Okemah Fall
Festival Parade on Oct. 14, in Okemah, Okla. (Photo Courtesy:

Kaylea Berry)

NATIONAL COUNCIL REP. SEEKS

POSITION ON NCAI
GOLDEN TO SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

COUNCIL COVERAGE

BFJ

BUSINESS. FINAMNCE & JUSTICE

A Business, Finance and Justice Committee meeting was held at
the Mound Building on Oct. 28 in Okmulgee, Okla. (MM File)

by MORGAN TAYLOR
MULTIMEDIA PRODUCER

OKMULGEE, Okla. - The
Muscogee (Creek) Nation National
Council held the monthly Busi-
ness, Finance and Justice Commit-
tee session at the Mound Building
on Oct. 28.

Passed legislation is subject to
Full Council approval during the
Regular Session.

The committee addressed the
following legislation, the interpre-
tation of which is attributed to lan-
guage in the bills:

TR 23-112 Supporting the
nomination of Sandra Golden as
the Recording Secretary of the

National Congress of American
Indians Executive Committee.
Representative Mark Randolph
sponsored the legislation, which
passed 2-0-1.

MCN believes Rep. Golden is
qualified to serve on the NCAI
Executive Committee.

NCA 23-148 Amending NCA
23-107 (Approving the compre-
hensive annual budget for fiscal
year 2024 and providing for
appropriations).  Representative
Thomasene Yahola-Osborn spon-
sored the legislation, which passed
3-0-1.

Section Two amended to
expend tribal funds from a total of
$451,487,294, to $451,687,294.

APEKV CEREMONIAL GROUND HELD
THEIR HONKV BASH TOURNAMENT

THE HALLOWEEN-THEMED FUNDRAISER
INCLUDED CARNIVAL GAMES, A COSTUME
CONTEST AND MUSHBALL

Citizens watch and part|C|pate in the Halloween costume contest

from last year at the Apekv’s Ceremonial Ground. (Photo Courtesy:

Corey King)

by SHAYLN PROCTOR
REPORTER

HENRYETTA, Okla.- Apekv
Ceremonial Ground hosted their
Honkv Bash Tournament along
with other Halloween-themed
activities. The event included car-
nival games, hayrides, costume
contests for all ages, and a Mush-
ball tournament. This event was
held on Nov. 4, and was open to
the public.

Apekv  Ceremonial Ground
Member Corey King (Mvskoke)
has recently taken the role of host-
ing fundraisers for his ground.
These different fundraisers will
help with equipment and bills
during the off season. They have
a small committee that helps with

MCN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SEEKS

FUNDS FOR A NEW PROJECT
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SAP PROJECT
ESTIMATED TO COST $25M

COUNCIL COVERAGE

HEWI‘ LNE

ST I-"\-llll

The MCN National Council
held a Health, Education
and Welfare/Land, Natural
Resources and Cultural
Preservation committee
session via teleconference and
in person. (MM File)

by SHAYLN PROCTOR

REPORTER
OKMULGEE, Okla. - The
Muscogee (Creek) Nation

National Council held a Health,
Education and Welfare/Land, Nat-
ural Resources and Cultural Pres-
ervation committee meeting Oct
24.

The Council addressed the fol-
lowing legislation, the interpreta-
tion of which is attributed to lan-
guage in the bills:

TR 23-110 A tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
authorizing the Principal Chief to
execute a Small Ambulatory Pro-
gram (SAP) grant application for
the MCN Department of Health.
Representative Anna Marshall
sponsored this legislation, which
was postponed indefinitely 9-0.

The Nation’s Department of
Health estimated that $25 mil-
lion would be required for the new
project. The SAP grant would pro-
vide $3.5 million, MCN would
provide $21.5M for the remaining
amount.

For more information visit,
WWW.IMCNNe.com.

different ideas to help raise funds.

This specific fundraiser will
benefit Apekv elders and children.
This will allow them to participate
in activities such as the Christ-
mas Light and a trip to Incredi-
ble Pizza. According to King, the
goal is to keep their community
together during this season.

This year’s event marked the
first time attendees dressed up
in Halloween costumes for the
Honkv bash tournament. The
tournament was open to anyone
interested. King mentioned it had
no age limit. “There’s teams that
do get competitive but this game
is for anybody’s ball game,” King
said.

Event hosts thought it would
be a funny sight to see the players
dress up and play mushball, since
some of them have participated in
softball tournaments in the past.
Mushball is different compared
to softball because players have
to run clockwise around the dia-

mond, instead of counter-clock
wise.

“They get confused when they
trip or fall. It’s just a comical event.
We do Halloween and Thanksgiv-
ing stuff at the grounds but this
year I think we are making it a
little bit bigger and we are inviting
everybody if they want to attend,”
King said.

Mushball tournament win-
ners received T-shirts with softball
logos. The shirts also had lettering
which read “Apekv Honkv Bash”
on the front and “Champions” on
the back.

The various tournaments were
featured throughout the day. Car-
nival games and hayrides began
in the evening. Apekv members
helped with event setup and meal
preparation.

King enjoys seeing everyone
coming together. He also enjoys
the support received from citizens
and other grounds.

“It’s really special because you
never know the support you got
until you have stuff like this, But
they show a lot of support. It’s
mainly ceremonial grounds help-
ing other ceremonial grounds out
just like what we do when we have
our Stomp Dances during that
season, we go and help them and
they go help us,” King said.

The event was not only open
to other ceremonial ground mem-
bers, but the public as well. King
does ask that anyone who do
attend events like these be respect-
ful to ceremonial ground mem-
bers and the ceremonial ground
itself.

Winners are pictured from a previous tournament at the Apekv
Ceremonial Ground. (Photo Courtesy: Corey King)
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MCN ONLINE CODE TO BE UPDATED

AND ACCESSIBLE TO ALL
FUNDING FOR POCKET CONSTITUTIONS AND
HARDBOUND CODE ADOPTED AT QUARTERLY

COUNCIL COVERAGE

QUARTERLY SESSION

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation National Council held a quarterly

session in person on Oct 28.

by MEREDITH JOHNSON
REPORTER

MVSKOKE RESERVATION
- The Muscogee (Creek) Nation
National Council held a regular
session in person on Oct 28.

The MCN National Council
addressed the following legisla-
tion, the interpretation of which is
attributed to language in the bills:

TR 23-101 A tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
authorizing the Principal Chief to
execute a legal services contract
between the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Reintegration Department
and Cody Minyard, Attorney at
Law, PLLC was adopted with a
vote of 15-0. It was sponsored by
Representative Robert Hufft.

According to the bill, the
MCN Reintegration Department
has chosen Cody Minyard Attor-
ney at Law, PLLC for the purpose
of securing legal services at their
office. In order for Minyard to
provide these services, the Nation
has prepared a contract within
their terms.

TR 23-102 a tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
authorizing the Principal Chief to
execute a publishing agreement
between the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation and Springer Nature for
publication of author’s contribu-
tions in a collected work provi-
sionally titled “Covid-19 in Indian
Country,” was adopted with a vote
of 9-6. Representatives Joyce Deer,
Sandra Golden, Randall Hicks,
Charles McHenry, Thomasine
Yahola Osborn and Mark Randolf
voted no. It was sponsored by Rep-
resentative Galen Cloud.

As covered previously, this res-
olution involves the publishing of
research conducted by the MCN
Cultural Preservation Depart-
ment. The publishing agreement
entails a limited waiver of the
MCN?’s sovereign immunity from
suit by Springer Nature Publish-
ing. Springer is an international
publishing house based in Swit-
zerland that focuses on research
and science.

During discussion, Represen-
tative Golden commented that
MCN Sovereignty should not be
waived, stating, “T feel that if we
are going to give them our story
then they should be willing to
accept our sovereign immunity”

Representative Mark Randolf
stated, “If there’s nothing in it for
the nation, and they want us to...
our sovereignty, then I can’t sup-
port it either”

MCN National Council Attor-
ney Kyle Haskins was asked to
comment. He stated, “..there is just
no circumstance that I can recom-
mend to the National Council to
waiver sovereignty. Just dont do
that. But what I think you can do
in your analysis in deciding if you
are going to do that is analyze risk.
If we are going to end up in litiga-
tion are we willing to go to a dif-
ferent country to either defend lit-
igation? It’s a costly process. But as
I recall from the original contract
we control our content. We can't
control whatever content any-
body else puts in the book, but as
for the chapter that we have, we're
in absolute control of what goes in
that document. So, that’s one thing

to consider. Another thing to con-
sider is if anything goes back to the
Nation and I know the historian
of the Nation was arguing very
strongly and was very passionate
about the fact that this was a way
of preserving those stories for the
future. But for all legal contexts...
there is just no circumstance
where I can look you all in the eye
and tell you that we should waive
sovereignty in any agreement but
you have to weigh the possibility
of litigation and it’s very unlikely”

TR 23-103 A tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
authorizing the Principal Chief to
execute a separate memorandum
of understanding with nine Okla-
homa cities for the maintenance of
roadways and associated rights-
of-way constructed or improved
by the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Tribal Transportation Program
was adopted with a vote of 15-0. It
was sponsored by Representative
Joseph Hicks.

TR 23-104 A tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
authorizing the Principal Chief
to execute a separate memoran-
dum of understanding with six
Oklahoma counties for the main-
tenance of roadways and associ-
ated rights-of-way constructed
or improved by the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Tribal Transporta-
tion Program was adopted with a
vote of 15-0. It was sponsored by
Rep. McHenry.

TR 23-105 A tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
authorizing the Principal Chief
to execute a separate memoran-
dum of understanding with three
Oklahoma schools for the main-
tenance of parking lots and asso-
ciated rights-of-way constructed
or improved by the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Tribal Transporta-
tion Program was adopted with a
vote of 15-0. It was sponsored by
Rep. Cloud.

TR 23-106 A tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
approving the update of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Long Range
Transportation plan with the addi-
tion of the routes listed as Attach-
ment “A” - MCN NTTF 2024 was
adopted with a vote of 15-0. It was
sponsored by Rep. McHenry.

TR 23-107 A tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
supporting the addition of new
routes, as identified in Attachment
“A” - MCN NTTF 2024, to the
Nations existing National Tribal
Transportation Facility Inven-
tory and requesting the Bureau
of Indian Affairs add these new
routes to the Nations National
Tribal Transportation Facility
Inventory was adopted with a vote
of 15-0. It was sponsored by Rep.
Joseph Hicks.

TR 23-108 A tribal resolu-
tion of the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation authorizing the Princi-
pal Chief to execute a legal ser-
vices contract between the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation and Kanji &
Katzen P.L.L.C. was adopted with
a vote of 15-0. It was sponsored by
Rep. Randall Hicks.

TR 23-109 A tribal resolution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation

establishing tribal membership in
the National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians was adopted with a
vote of 15-0. It was sponsored by
Speaker William Lowe.

TR 23-111 A tribal resolu-
tion of the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation approving and authoriz-
ing the MNGE Board of Directors
to execute the Gaming Industry
Tip Compliance Agreement with
the Internal Revenue Service was
adopted with a vote of 15-0. It was
sponsored by Rep. Randall Hicks.

TR 23-112 A tribal resolu-
tion of the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation supporting the nomina-
tion of Sandra Golden to serve
as the Recording Secretary of the
National Congress of American
Indians (NCAI) Administrative
Board was adopted with a vote of
15-0. It was sponsored by Rep.
Randolph.

NCA 23-116 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
the expenditure of grant funds in
the amount of $1,040,000 awarded
from the Department of Health
and Human Services, Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) and Pre-
vention, Strengthening Public
Health Systems in Indian Country
Grant was adopted with a vote of
15-0. It was sponsored by Repre-
sentative Mary Crawford.

NCA 23-117 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
the expenditure of FY 2023 grant
funds in the amount of $946,466.
awarded from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, Office for Vic-
tims of Crime for the benefit of
the Family Violence Prevention
Program was adopted with a vote
of 15-0. It was sponsored by Rep
Crawford.

NCA 23-118 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
the expenditure of grant funds in
the amount of $3,048,161 awarded
from the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, Office for Victims of Crime
for the benefit of the Family Vio-
lence Prevention Program was
adopted with a vote of 15-0. It was
sponsored by Rep. Crawford.

NCA 23-119 A law of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation autho-
rizing the expenditure of grant
funds awarded in the amount of
$3,114,662 from the Administra-
tion for Children and Families
Office of Family Assistance for the
benefit of the Temporary Assis-
tance for Needy Families (TANF)
Program was adopted with a vote
of 15-0. It was sponsored by Rep.
Crawford.

NCA 23-120 A law of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation autho-
rizing the expenditure of grant
funds awarded in the amount of
$836,020 from the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior Bureau of
Indian Education for the bene-
fit of the Eufaula Dormitory was
adopted with a vote of 15-0. It was
sponsored by Speaker Lowe.

NCA 23-121 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
the expenditure of grant funds in
the amount of $400,000 awarded
from the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency for the benefit of
the Office of Environmental Ser-
vices was adopted with a vote of
15-0. It was sponsored by Rep.
Cloud.

NCA 23-122 A law of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation autho-
rizing the expenditure of grant
funds awarded in the amount of
$997,662 from the United States
Department of the Interior for the
benefit of the Office of Environ-
mental Services was adopted with
a vote of 15-0. It was sponsored by
Rep. Joseph Hicks.

NCA 23-123 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation amending
MCNCA Title 38, Chapter 3 enti-
tled “Tribal Driveways Program”
was adopted with a vote of 15-0. It
was sponsored by Rep. Cloud.

NCA 23-124 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
the expenditure of the Department

of Justice, Office of Justice Pro-
grams Support for Adam Walsh
Act Implementation Grant Pro-
gram in the amount of $372,528
for the benefit of the Lighthorse
Police Department was adopted
with a vote of 15-0. It was spon-
sored by Rep. Randall Hicks.

NCA 23-125 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authoriz-
ing a lawsuit to be filed in federal
court in the name of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation seeking declara-
tory and injunctive relief against
the City of Tulsa exercising unlaw-
ful jurisdiction within the bound-
aries of the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Reservation and appropri-
ating funds for this action in the
amount of $500,000 was adopted
with a vote of 14-0. It was spon-
sored by Rep. Randall Hicks.
Representative Osborn did not
respond to the vote call.

During  discussion, MCN
Attorney General Wisner com-
mented that the money would be
used to pay and retain Kanji and
Katsan to represent the nation in
this lawsuit. She also commented
that the lawsuit will be filed in fed-
eral court against the named indi-
viduals in the legislation as a result
of the Hooper case involving the
city of Tulsa. When asked what
the MCN is trying to maintain she
stated, “It’s what we are trying to
enforce...Tulsa continues to ignore
the 10th Circuit’s order”

NCA 23-126 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authoriz-
ing the expenditure of funds in
the amount of $899,537 for the
benefit of the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation’s Lighthorse Police Depart-
ment for the U.S. Department of
Justice, Office of Community Ori-
ented Policing Services 2023 Cops
Office Tribal Resources Grant
Program - equipment and train-
ing was adopted with a vote of
14-0. It was sponsored by Rep.
Randall Hicks. Rep. Osborn was
absent from the vote.

NCA 23-127 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
the expenditure of grant funds
in the amount of $2,300 awarded
from the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice for the benefit of the Office
of the Secretary of the Nation was
adopted with a vote of 14-0. It was
sponsored by Rep. Randall Hicks.
Rep. Osborn did not respond to
the vote call.

NCA 23-128 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
the expenditure of grant funds in
the amount of $15,000 awarded
from the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance Program for the benefit of
the Office of the Secretary of the
Nation was adopted with a vote
of 15-0. It was sponsored by Rep.
Randall Hicks.

NCA 23-129 A law of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation appro-
priating funds in the amount of
$45,200 to the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Office of the Attorney
General (AG) to host the Justice
on the Reservation Conference
event was postponed indefinitely.
It was sponsored by Rep. Joseph
Hicks.

AG Wisner requested $45,200
to host the event Feb. 26-27 at the
River Spirit Casino and Resort
in Tulsa, Okla. The conference
would provide training to LHPD
officers, investigators, cross-dep-
utized agencies and prosecutors
throughout the Mvskoke Reser-
vation on best practices regard-
ing child abuse and sexual assault
cases.

Rep. Joseph Hicks made a
motion to postpone indefinitely
due to a new funding source.
During discussion, MCN Sec-
retary of the Nation Zachariah
Harjo commented,

“This request is mostly easily
fundable through self-governance
appropriations. The Nation is in
receipt of additional McGirt-re-
lated appropriations for this spe-
cific purpose of responding to
McGirt. Because we received addi-
tional appropriations for our jus-
tice services, which I believe

wholly encompasses both the
AG?s offices, the courts, and Light-
horse, we have ample funding as
is to be able to cover this type of
request. My opinion would be a
direct example that we can pro-
vide back to the DOJ and offi-
cials in Washington that this is the
exact type of purpose that we need
these funds and utilize them as a
response to McGirt and in speci-
ficity related to the management
of unique cases such as child-re-
lated incidents in our criminal jus-
tice system. For all those purposes
I think the most fit funding source
is self-governance and we already
have legislative authority to appro-
priate and expend those funds.”

NCA 23-131 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation authorizing
the expenditure of grant funds in
the amount of $1,524,678 awarded
from the Department of Health
and Human Services Adminis-
tration for Children and Families
for the benefit of the Center for
Victim Services was adopted with
a vote of 15-0. It was sponsored by
Representative Anna Marshall.

NCA 23-132 A law of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation appro-
priating funds in the amount of
$110,000.00 to the Office of the
Attorney General to be used for a
comprehensive update to the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Code Anno-
tated Print and Electronic Version
was adopted with a vote of 15-0. It
was sponsored by Rep. Randolf.

During discussion, AG Wisner
commented that the electronic
version will be online within six to
nine months, 12 months after that,
she anticipates the publication of
the code. She stated:

€.it is difficult to read and
fully comprehend the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation law and codes
as they currently exist online on
the Supreme Court website. The
tribal code has been written, how-
ever any amendments or addi-
tions to our laws have been added
on to each of our tribal titles but
not fully integrated into the law
as they should be. Not only that
they have not fully been updated
to reflect what it is, so it’s difficult
to do any legal research and find
out what the current law is... So,
our first step will be to integrate
the amending additional laws and
find out where they go. One of my
other processes in this will be to
make recommendations for our
moving forward on addressing
laws in addition to our tribal laws.
With each new resolution that
becomes law it needs to be deter-
mined at that time where it’s going
to go. We pass laws but we don’t
say specifically where it needs to
go, whether it needs to be traf-
fic code, or the criminal code or
any other code and where specif-
ically it needs to go... So, finding
an appropriate process to name
each of our additional laws as they
passed and where they go at the
time will alleviate the accumulated
mass that we're having to deal with
now. Our second step will be data
processing... that is going to have
to be retyped, a lot of it is. So, all of
that will be all of the code, retyped
to get it to a readable format to
upload to the website. I am look-
ing at places to publish our code
in a hard-bound publication. In
addition, what this will cover is we
will publish pocket sized additions
of our Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Constitution... The pocket con-
stitutions should be available out-
side of this building, outside the
Chief’s office, anywhere our tribal
members gather. I want to make
our constitution available to them,
not everyone has access to the
internet. So a pocket-sized copy of
our Creek Nation constitution...
probably 5 to 10,000 copies so our
tribal members will be informed
and be ready with our own laws...”

NCA 23-148 A law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation amending
NCA 23-107 (a law of the Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation approving
the comprehensive annual budget
for fiscal year 2024 and providing
for appropriations) was adopted
with a vote of 15-0. It was spon-
sored by Rep Osborn.

To view the full agenda, visit:
mcnnc.com.
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CARL CLAY WEST SR.

Carl Clay West was born on
March 7, 1957 in Tahlequah,
Oklahoma to Calvin Coolidge
West and Agnes (Fixico) West.
He passed away at home in
Okmulgee on October 14, 2023
with family surrounding him.
He was 66 years of age.

Carl will be reunited with
his parents, Calvin and Agnes
West; grandparents, George
and Bessie (Anderson) West,
Sarah Holahta and Willie
Fixico; son, Carl (C.J.) West
Jr.; grand baby West, brother,

David West, sisters, Wanda
West and Kathleen West;
nephew James West; niece,

Sarah Beth West; and nephew,
Eric Noon.

Those left to cherish mem-
ories of Carl (The Duke) West,
wife, Barbara of the Okmulgee
home; sons, Brandon West of
Bristow and Michael West of
the Okmulgee home; grand-
sons, Mason Jai West and
Colby Coolidge West of Wag-
oner, Oklahoma; granddaugh-
ter Peyton Elise West of Ada,
Oklahoma; brothers Parnell
(Sonny) West and Mesulta of
Davenport, Oklahoma, George
Harvey West and Lucille of
Spencer, Oklahoma; sisters,
Nancy West Watson of Welty,
Oklahoma, Katherine and
Janell West of Okemah, Okla-
homa; many nieces, neph-

ews; an aunt, Helen Hola-
hta; an uncle, Benny Fixico;
many cousins; mother and
father-in-law, Newman and
Lydia Taryole; brothers-in-law,
Norman (Bungie) Taryole and
Newman Taryole, Jr. and sis-
ter-in-law, Natalie (Taryole)
Hogner and many friends.

Carl was baptized at an
early age at Prairie Springs
Church and rededicated his
life to Pastor Wayne Harjo and
Oscar Hicks in September of
2023. Carl went to Mason High
School where he met Barbara
Taryole. They were married on
October 10, 1975 in Okemabh,
Oklahoma. Through the years,
Carl worked in many occupa-
tions; he worked construction
the most. He worked as a Bingo
caller in Bristow and Tulsa.
In his earlier years, he played
baseball, softball and basket-
ball. He also coached an AAU
team. Later, he played Corn-
hole and enjoyed having tour-
naments. His favorite teams in
football were the OSU Cow-
boys and the Dallas Cowboys,
but he enjoyed watching the
Kansas City Chiefs. He loved to
go fishing but was unable to in
later years. He also kept in con-
tact with his brothers, sisters,
nieces and nephews by phone.
He also served as Vice-Chair-
man and Sergeant of Arms for
the Okmulgee Indian Commu-
nity and was Post Commander
for the American Legion in
Kiefer, Oklahoma.

Funeral services were held
Oct. 18 at Buckeye Creek Bap-
tist Church in IXL, Oklahoma.
The service was officiated by
Pastor Wayne Harjo and Rev-
erend Oscar Hicks. Internment
took place at the West-An-
derson Cemetary in Okemabh,
Oklahoma.

Funeral services were in
the care of Hutchins-Maples
Matherly Funderal Home.

CITIZEN FILES COMPLAINTS AGAINST

TULSA SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
COMPLAINTS ALLEGE NONCOMPLIANCE WITH

TITLE VI AND JOM

by JERRAD MOORE
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

TVLSE, Oklahoma -
Mvskoke citizen Aaron Grif-
fith filed complaints with the
Oklahoma State Department
of Education, alleging that the
Tulsa School of Arts and Sci-
ences (TSAS) is noncompliant
with Title I Parents Right to
Know disclosure requirements,
as well as Title VI and John-
son O’Malley (JOM) parental
involvement and tribal consul-
tation requirements.

In late August, Griffith,
whose son attends TSAS,
attempted to connect with the
Parent Teacher Association and
the Foundation for Academic
Excellence on the school’s web-
site. He was only able to find
a page with a parent engage-

ment form, a contact email and
a link to a document that out-
lines TSAS parental involve-
ment policy, which makes no
mention of JOM programs.

In addition to the OSDE,
Griffith emailed his complaints
to Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Principal Chief David Hill,
several MCN National Coun-
cil Representatives and MCN
Attorney General Geri Wisner.

Griffith stated he has not
been contacted by the OSDE.
According to Griffith,

“The statute says the State
Department of Education Gen-
eral Counsel has 30 days from
the date of the formal com-
plaint being filed to respond.
I expect to receive a response
sometime within this time-
frame. . . I am not an attorney.
As alay person, I believe I have

faithfully followed the process
to the best of my understand-
ing and ability. The process
seems to have been followed
pretty well, as far as I can tell
from my limited experience as
a novice first-time filer.”

Griffith filed his complaints
on Sept. 27. As of Oct. 31 he
has not received a response
from the OSDE.

Griffith has also filed a
noncompliance complaint con-
cerning Angela Vivar, a TSAS
Governing Board Member.
Griffith alleges that her posi-
tion as Director of Hispanic
Ministries at St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church violates the
prohibitions against sectarian
affiliations in the provisions
and policies of Tulsa Public
Schools and the Oklahoma
Charter School Act.

Mvskoke Media has con-
tacted TSAS for comment on
the issue, but has not received
a response.

Primary Care is available!

SPECIALTY SERVICES:

GENERAL NEUROLOGY . STROKE CLINIC « HEADACHE CLINIC - UROGYNECOLOGY . GYNECOLOGY
ENDOCRINOLOGY . PHYSICAL THERAPY . OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY . CHIROPRACTIC CARE

COUNCIL OAK EXPRESS CARE

Monday - Friday 7am -7pm « Saturday & Sunday - 9am - 5pm

Call 918-233-9550 for an appointment

10109 E. 78th St. « Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133

LCOUNCIL OAK

COMPREHENSIVE HEATTHCARE

LEGAL NOTICES

IN THE DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR OKMULGEE COUNTY IN THE DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR OKMULGEE COUNTY VERIFICATION

STATE OF OKLAHOMA J STATE OF OKLAHOMA

PAUL WEST ROBERTS: PETITIONER, STATE OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY OF OKMULGEE Paul West Robeets, OF LAWFUL AGE, BEING DULY
SWORN UPON OATH, DEPOSES AND STATES; THAT HE THE ABOVE NAMED, AND THAT HE HAS READ THE

v FORGOING PETITION FOR DIVORCE AND UNDERSTANESS THE SAME, AND THE FACTS SET FORTH ARE °
IN THE MARRIAGE OF: i CASE NO: ALLYSON JAYE TWOBEARS : RESPONDENT, TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF HIS INFORMATION AND BEUIEF,
PAUL WEST ROBERTS : PETITIONER ¥ HONORABLE. / ) (’
vs } PETITIONER FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE _r&\.ﬁl 5( g’_VQ-E Paul West Roberts Subscribed and sworn to
ALLYSON JAYE TWOBEARS : RESPONDENT i COMES NOW, the petitioner PAUL WEST ROBERTS and for the cause of action against the Respondent, before me this_ é?ﬁd_ day of /AUC! t L2023

alleges and states: I
1. That the petitioner [s now and has been for more than (6) months next preceding the filing of the M y ,} i w
petitian herein, an actual resident in good faith, of the state of Oklahoma and a resident of Clkmulgee 4_; L L

County for thirty (30] days at the petition was filed herein. Natary hubic

2. That the parties hereto were entered on or about October 23,2021, in North Dakota and have been
since that time husband and wife

DECREE OF DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

QN THE ;;)’H:/ DAY OF 5 2023 the above- entithed cause comes on for an agreed
hearing before the undersigned Judge of the District Court. The petitiner appears in persan prose, the
Respendent appears not. The having heard evidence of one, witness sworn In and examined in Cowt
and having examined the agreement, examined the reconds, and heard the evidence of the witness and
statements of counsel, based therecn Finds as follows.

My Commission Expires: OS H‘f = F)(‘. QL!

3. That the parties have no children together

4. That as grounds of divorce the petitioner alleges that state complete and irrecondlable
incompatibility has risen between the partles hereto has destroyed the legltimate alms of the marriage
of the parties and rendered It is continuation impossible, by reason of which Petitioner is entitled to &
decree of divorce from the respondent.

1, That the parties were legally married on or about OCTOBER 23,2021 IN LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, and
since that time has been husband and wife.

2. iwmadiately pricr to the fiing of the Petition, Petitioner has been a resident in good faith of the state
of Oklahoma for six months and a resident of Okmulgee County for at least thirty days.

5. That should the court find that during the marriage the parties have scquired martial proparty should
be fairly and equability divided which has been done. Respondent will be reliable for any amount ewed
upon her name. The petitioner will be responsible for anything in his name.

3, That a state of irrecencilable incompatiblty exists between the parties, which have destroyed and
legitimate xims of the marrage, whereby the Petiticner is entitied to a divorce from the Respandent.
Each party is prohibited from marriage within six menths of this date, except to each other.

6. The: Respondent wishes to keep her maiden name Allyson laye Two Bears. Wherefore, premises
considered, Petitioner prays that upan hearing the cause Petitioner be granted a divorce from the
Respondent on the grounds of Incompatibility.

4. That the Bespandent is net pregnant now,

5, The parties have agreed that all the right, title and nterest is retained or transferred Lo Petitioner
free of any claim of Respendent and Respondent should be restrained from asserting any claim to
Petitioner,

Respectfully Submitted;
6. Patitioner has agreed to pay his dept. Respondent |s te pay her dept.

Paul West Roberts
7.1T I5 THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the court that the forgoing findings of fact is

heredy judicially determined and made a part of this order. 16565 GUN CLUS RD

8. IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the court that parties are hereby granted 2 OKMULGEE, OK 74447
Decree of Dissolution of Marriage form each ather en the grounds of incompatlbility. Each Party is

prohibited frem remarriage within six months of this date, except to each ather,

9. 1T &5 THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the court that all the property has been
distributed to parties. IN THE DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR OXMULGEE COUNTY,

I THE BISTRICT COURT OF THE MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION
OKMULGEE DISTRICT BisTa IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION
OKMULGEE DISTRICT

SUFPORT OF AND IN OFPOSTTION TO THE GRANTING OF THE AFPLICATION AT THE
1N THE MATTER OF THE ADOFTION OF:

TIME AND PLACE SHOWKN ABOVE, WHERE YOU WILL HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE iN THE MATTER OF:

)

MO, . OB )
DOB: 117132020 PRESENT, HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD AT SAID TIME AND FLACE, AND il DOB: 0510712023 j  CeeeNovanzs

A Mimag Tl HAVE THE RIGHT TO OBJECT TO THE APPLICATION FOR ADOPTION WITHOUT Alteged Deprived Child(ren). )

CONSENT JUVENILE SUMMONS
- . ' THE MUSCOGEE NATION to: - UNKNOWN FATHER
YOUR FAILURE TO APPEAR AT SATD HEARING SHALL COMMUNICATE

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Petition has been filed in the Court of the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation alleging that the above-named child(ren) is a deprived child and
that, as the parent of said child, M.M., you have been named as the Respondent, ail as
more fully set out in the Petition,

YOUR DECISION NOT TO OPPOSE THE APPLICATION TO DETERMINE THE CHILD
Ik Chynes Lucyeius Owen

Uslnown Father ELIGIBLE FOR ADOFTION WITHOUT CONSENT AND SHALL COMMUNICATE A

YOU ARE THEREFORE ORDERED TO APPEAR at the Courtroom of the District
Court of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Okmulgee, Oklahoma, on the (*"  day of
Toruar 2024 at the hour of A:op wm for an Adjudication/Disposition
Hearing and to there remain subject to the call of the Court until discharged so that you
may be advised of the allegations and may answer that you admit or deny the allegations of
the Deprived Petition.

O Oigsober £, 2003, an Application was filed ia thas Court Sor a determinaton St Mavenck DENIAL OF YOUR INTEREST IN THE CHILD, WHICH DENIAL SHALL HESULT,

Deonysus Owen, & mince child boen cut of wedlock in Emid, Oklabomna om Movember 13, 2020, be WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE TO YOU OF THIS OR ANY SUBSEQUENT

PROCEEIMNG, IN THE GRANTING OF THE APPLICATION FOR ADOPTION

declered eligible for adeqiion without the consent of the Nstuml Mogher and Unknown Father, w0
WITHOUT CONSENT AND IN THE CHILI'S ADODPTION, IN ACCDRDANCE WITH . . .
You may seek the advice of any attorney on any matter relating to this action at your

that Ehe adoption aof I : scatics f m the 7 day of > L : )
puon.of sl child may oocur. Sad Appiication i s+t for heanng on the . own expense. Or, if you are qualified as indigent, an attorney can be appointed for you.

THE LAWS OF THE MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION. YOU ARE ALSO NOTIFIED

Jnsary 2024 at the how of 9:00 o"clock a.m. in the Muscopee {Creck) Matica, Dkl pee District IF YOU FAIL TO ATTEND THIS HEARING, YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS MAY BE
ADVERSELY AFFECTED AND YOU MAY BE CITED FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT AND

A BENCH WARRANT MAY BE ISSUED FOR YOUR ARREST.

THAT YOUR DUTY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE SUPPFORT OF THE CHILD 5TILL

Courtroom, localed in the Muscogee (Croek) Nation Mound Building, in Okmelpee, Oklhoms, CONTINUES AFTER YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS HAVE EEEN TERMINATED
bedore the Honorable Judge af the District Cour Signed and datod this 2] i ayef__ ) i. Y [ssued this 2eth day of October, 2023.

Petitioners bave alleged in the Petition that vou are the binlogical mother and uminows

fatber. Petiioners allege tsat vour cansent to this sdoption should be deemmed unnecessary and your
HE DISTRICT COURT

Depufy Court Clerk

parental rights termirmated because vou fafled so pay child suppon for the child in aecondance with [Seal] Muscogeo {Craek) Nation District Gourt

your ahility during the preceding year and that you fadled ta extablish and/or mainiain & sSgnificant
relatioeship with the child for a period of six {8} consecmive montks out of the L= fourteen (14)
months  immedintely Petition  for

preceding  the filing of the Adoption

YOU ARE, THEREFORE, NOTIFIED THAT THE COURT WILL HEAR EVIDENCEIN
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LEGAL NOTICES CONT.

LORRAINE BROWRN,

THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA,

I¥ THE MSTRICT COURT OF THE
MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION STATE OF OKLAHOMA

Petitioner,
CV-2023-160
AND %
JORDON MONDAY,
Eespardent
PUBLICATION NOTICE

10 THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPFONDENT, JORDAN MONDAY

You will tnke patice thut you have boen sued in the above named court by Lhe abave nemed

Petitioner, for Petition 1o Establish Paverndty and thai unless you answer ihe petition filed by this
Petitioner in said coust on or before the ‘:? day of L[ f_“"', 202X, said petition will be tnken
18 True and judgment granting the Petitioner & decree of patemity with you and for ather rellef
remdered acconding Lo the prayer thereof,
WITHESS my hand and 1he. seal of said sourt this ."‘{? Yetoher 2007
I 55 my hand and the seal of sabd courtthis _J day of Oouober 20
Coiant Clerk
- -

DISTRIGT COURT
FILED

B G719 = Eu8

MVSKOKECREATIVE

DIGITAL PRINTING & DESIGN

Whals on Ve Henu

SERVING THE GEMERAL PUBLIC
BANNERS BUSINESS CARDS POST CARDS BROCHURES
ENVELDPES INVITATIORS TABLE TENTS MAGRETS
MEMORIAL FOLOERS POSTERS LETTERHEAD COPIES
RACH CARDS Logos BECKLS FLYERS

Muscogee (Creek) Nation Office of Environmental Services

4\
%

AMERICA RECYCLES DAY
(URBSIDE RECYCLING EVENT

Friday, Nov. 17, 2023
9:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m.

DOCUMENT SHREDDING WILL
BE AVAILABLE
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

(OR UNTIL THE TRUCK IS FULL)

FREE CURBSIDE DOCUMENT SHREDDING
PROVIDED BY SHREDDERS INC.

*@ books, magazines, 3-ring binders or large clips

FREE CURBSIDE ELECTRONIC RECYCLING

EVENT

*TVs, monitors, cell phones, small appliances and
other electronic for safe and responsible recycling

OTHER ITEMS ACCEPTED

White goods (washer, dryer, etc.) (MUST BE EMPTY &

DOORS REMOVED), automobile and alkaline batteries

(NO lithium batteries), tires, cardboard, paper, plastic
bottles #1 & #2 and aluminum cans

DO NOT BRING ANY HAZARDQUS MATERIALS

MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION
RECYCLE CENTER
12675 GUN CLUB ROAD
OKMULGEE, OK 74447

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT: 918-549-2580
OR FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

*Hazardous waste includes items such as paint,
medications, glues, lithium batteries, fluorescent bulbs
and chemicals such as pesticides, cleaners and insect
repellants. These items will NOT be accepted at this

event.

Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Office of Environmental Services

j C’S//aé

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Inc.

HONKV STORYTELLING EVENTS
PROVIDE SPOOKY TALES AND
FUN SCARES

THE EUFAULA-CANADIAN TRIBAL TOWN
HOSTED THEIR ANNUAL EVENT WHILE THE MCN
LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT HOSTED THEIR FIRST

-

Citizens gather around to enjoy their meal before the storytelling

W

event. Eufaula, OK. (Photo Courtesy: Shayln Proctor/MM)

by SHALYN PROCTOR
REPORTER

EUFAULA, Okla.- The Eufau-
la-Canadian Tribal Town hosted
their eighth annual An Evening
of Storytelling event. These stories
involved boarding schools, history,
and different honkv creatures. The
event was held at Jon Tiger’s resi-
dence in Eufaula on Oct. 20.

The event’s master of ceremo-
nies was Chris Hill, who recently
starred in the movie, “Killers of
the Flower Moon”. He helped
Tiger with set up and co-hosting.
Each citizen had the opportunity
to tell their own personal accounts
of witnessing honkvs (spirits) or
sharing stories passed down from
others.

Tiger has hosted this event
every October before Oct 31, since
it usually gets colder during the
week of Halloween. The event pro-
vided smores, hotdogs, chips, des-
serts and drinks.

Children gathered around
a fire to roast their smores,
even adults joined in. Tiger also
included a spook trail and hay-
rides. One vendor had displays of
bigfoot dolls, and paintings.

“It seems to grow larger and
larger each year. Because people

are finding out about it, communi-
ties like Sapulpa, Wetumka, Hold-
enville and even the Choctaws
from McAlester,” Tiger said.

The length of the event varies,
sometimes even lasting long hours
into the night. The event’s length
depends on how many stories are
told, and how long people mingle
with one another afterward.

A Family Tradition

This annual event started when
Tiger’s late grandfather would
gather all of his children and
grandchildren to speak about his
stories from the past.

Tiger’s late brother had the idea
to host a storytelling get together
at their house because everyone
within their family loved hearing
them. The family gathering would
expand where anyone that was
interested in attending was wel-
come.

The location of this event
took place at Tiger’s grandfather’s
allotted land. “It’s his land and he
would really enjoy people coming
out and getting together like this,’
Tiger said.

“Originally it started out as
talking about the supernatural

beings in our area in the Canadian
Valley in Eufaula, which we grew
up knowing all of those stories
and all of those stecates (Natives)
along the Canadian Valley. They
know and they hear about these
things. A lot of them have passed
on but we still have a few that can
talk about things,” Tiger said.

One of the citizens that
attended had a great experience
at the event. Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Facilities Department
Supervisor Mike Harjo (Mvskoke)
has attended this event for seven
years. He has heard many stories
over the years, one of many rea-
sons why he keeps coming back.

Harjo has told stories of his
own in the past and even spoke
about some during the event. He
mentioned that he told every story
he knew, however listeners would
ask him to tell it again. This was
due to the fact that audience mem-
bers enjoyed listening to the sto-
ries, for some it was their first time
listening to them.

Harjo has been involved with
Eufaula-Canadian Tribal Town
since he attended the Mvskoke
Spelling Bee contest seven years
ago. That is when he was intro-
duced to the annual storytelling
event.

Growing up Harjo would hear
stories when he was child at the
ceremonial grounds. “There’s a
lot of elders that come out here,
mostly from Mvskoke tribes and
Choctaws, I've seen some Florida
Seminoles out here before, some
Kiowa and so they get a little bit of
different tribes out here but mostly
it's Mvskoke Creek,” Harjo said.

As a ceremonial ground
member, Harjo enjoys seeing the
ground come together. Accord-
ing to Harjo, it’s events like these
that help members remember who
they are.

“I think it’s good for other cere-
monial members to come out here
and support them. Because it’s just
like going to these other grounds,
we visit, we go out and support
them. Even though Eufaula is dor-
mant, I think it's good that we

A honkv creature displayed at the Eufaula-Canadian sto event.
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come out here and still support
them as a tribal town ceremonial
ground. Because they were once
a part of our ceremonial grounds
that we have,” Harjo said.

Every year Harjo attends he
always receives a warm welcome
from the community. “Its just
good for socializing, joking and
laughing around and good scary
storytelling,” Harjo said.

MCN Language Depart-
ment “Honkv Onvkuce”

The MCN Language Depart-
ment hosted their first “Honkv
Onvkuce” ghost storytelling event.
The outdoor event invited guests
to come out with a lawn chair and
blanket. A meal was provided for
those that attended. This storytell-
ing event took place at the new-
ly-located MCN Historic and Cul-
tural Preservation Department on
Now. 3.

MCN Language Department
Project Specialist Jordan Squire
(Mvskoke) came up with the idea
for a storytelling event. One day
while she was browsing the inter-
net Squire found sound effects
with little beats for a video. That
is when she asked one of the lan-
guage instructors if it would be a
good idea to tell stories with those
beats for a social media video.

In the beginning the event
was only going to feature eleven
instructors telling their own sto-
ries, but Squire had a thought of
making it bigger. “I thought we
could incorporate some of our

language terms with the storytell-
ing event,” Squire said.

Squire mentioned these sto-
ries did not necessarily have to be
about ghosts or spirits, rather any
supernatural creature. It was orga-
nized as an open mic for anyone
wanting to tell their own story.

“I feel like everyone has to have
one, like something that scared
them at one point,” Squire said. “It
could be whatever terrified you at
one point in your life and feel free
to share it, we are excited to hear
about people’s stories”

A fluent Mvskoke speaker even
called the department and said she
had photos she wanted to show at
the event.

During the storytelling por-
tion, Squire mentioned that par-
ticipants who told a story were
asked if they could be recorded
sharing it.

“We just really wanted the
audio, not the actual video,” Squire
said. “We will create little social
graphics of telling your story and
make little cool videos of it”

At this event the MCN Lan-
guage Department presented their
new website, currently a work in
progress. Squire, MCN Language
Revitalization Project Manager Eli
Rowland and their department’s
graphic designer created the web-
site together. “It's something we
are really proud of, I think one of
the most important things is just
the fact that we did it and no one
could ever take it from the pro-
gram and from the Nation,” Squire
said.
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